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As a TESTIMONY. to the right Way: | 
of Gon, reygaled and made known in this. 
the Day of his glorious Appearing in bis. 
People; that they may be encouraged to- 
walk therein to the End thereof. 


's By W. SHEWEN. | 


Exod. xiv. 15. Speak unto the Children of Iſrael, that: 
they go forward, 
Mat. x, 22, He that endureth to the End ſpall be ſaved. 
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Do not mean to thee, that haſt only the Name 
Cbriſtian, becauſe thou haſt been born in a Na- 
tion called ſo, or becauſe thy Parents were ſo, 
f and thou haſt walked in their Traditions, and made 
Profeſſion of that which is reputed the Chriſtian 
Religion. Neither do I mean thou, that art the 
Son, Daughter, Servant, or Handmaid of a Chriſtian 
indeed; who, haſt been educated, and inſtructed 
in the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, not only 
by Precept, but by Example; and haſt, in Honour 
and Reſpect to thy Parents and Maſter, yielded 
Obedience ſo far, as to walk in ſome meaſure in the 
Form thereof, out of the Superfluity of Naughtineſs 
that is in the World; which is commendable in 
its Place, Time and Seaſon : Yet thou art not the 
Chriſtian I here intend. But thou art the Man or 
Woman, who haſt known ſomething of the Work 
and Power of God in or upon thy Heart, Mind and 
Conſcience, and art in ſome. meaſure quickned and 
made alive thereby, and haſt been made ſenſible of 
thy ſore Bondage and Captivity, and haſt Cries and 
Breathings begotten. in thee for Deliverance, under 
X the Senſe of thy ſad State and Condition without a 
Saviour. Thou, to whom Sin hath been a grievous 
3 Burthen, with which thou haſt been weary and heavy 
laden. Thou, to whom Sin is made exceeding ſin- 
ful, ſo that thou hates it, even as God hates it, viz. 
becauſe it is Sin, and art in love with Righteouſneſs, 
Purity and Holineſs, having felt the Drawings of the 
1 1 . Father 


e ] 

Father to the Son thy Saviour; and thou art now in 
him, preſſing hard to be wholly freed from the one, 
and to become a Servant, Child and Friend of the 
Other. 

Thou art the Chriſtian Reader my Bowels yearn 
towards, my Care is for, and my Advice is to, that 
thou mayſt perſevere to the End, and eſcape all the 
Dangers in the Way; that thou mayſt be acquainted 
with the Wiles of the Enemy, and with his myſterious 
working againſt thee, even after the ſtrong Man is 
bound, his Goods ſpoiled, and thy Houſe {wept and 
garniſhed ; after thou haſt clita eſcaped the Pol- 
Jations of the World, and the Errors therein, and 
haſt had much Experience of the Power and Preſence 
of the Lord ; even aſter he hath brought thee into 

is Vineyard, into his Garden, and made thee a 
fler and Keeper of it, and a Labourer in it; 
if thou wilt receive and keep the Penny, (the Re- 
ward) thou muſt be diligent and watchful therein. 
And remember, the Serpent came into Paradice to 
deceive, and that Satan came before God, to accuſe 
and ſtir him up againſt the Righteous, and that the 
ay red Dragon got into Heaven; and not only 
o, but made 2 ar there, and ſtood before the Woman 
which was ready to be delivered, to devour her Child 
as ſoon as it was born. And when he was overcome 
in Heaven, and caſt into the Earth and Sea, and 
among the Inhabitants thereof, he ceaſed not to be 
wroth with the Woman, and to make War with the 
Remnant of her Seed, which keep the Commandments 
of God, and have the Teſtimony of Jeſus. Read Rev. xii. 
This hath been his Work. of old, and is the ſame at 
this Day. 

Seeing Paradice, the Preſence of God and Heaven 
are not exempted from the Approaches of the Ser- 
pent, Satan and Dragon ; what great Need there 
is for thee to be always armed againſt him, and 


to Keep a watch{ul Eye over him, eſpecially when 
he 


"rs —̃̃ » x. _ Mile — 4 wes OO 4 awd * 4 — — — — 


, * 
_ 
. = P {+ 4 F wu. 
4 ST) * p = G 70 


. 


» 


LEN 

b he appears as a Friend, as he did in / Paradicey 

e when he ſaid, Tu Hall not die, ydu ſhall be as _ 
| As if he had faid, J am jo Aab your Friend, that 

n J am come id perſwade yon to ts | ſomething 4 "better 

1 ag States, and to bring you into à greater Glory: 


ae "NP oſs 1iothihg” but what, if you obey me, ſhall turk 
2d 10 your Good; Thus he beguiled them then, and 
ug hath done ſince, and may do thee, it thou abides 
is not in the Light which diſcovers him, and all 
nd his Wiles and Devices, Formings and Transformings 
1 
nd 
ce 


But as thine Eye is fingle, thou wilt always ſee and 
know him to be as he is, arid not as he appears to 
be : So ſhalt thou never be dedeived nor betrayed by 


to bim. But many Aſmults, Trials, and Temptations, 
a thou muſt expect from him. Amidſt all, kcep thint 
ty Eye upon God thy Saviour, who hath given thee 
N Falch in him; which Faith is indeed very. precious, 


im, and very powerful, able to overcome, ant give 
to tee Victory over all thy Enemies. If thou keep it, 
uſe and grow in it, it will certainly be as an Anchor. unto 
the 3 thee, when Storms attend; as a Shield and. Breaſt- 
nly plate unto thee, when Enemies aſſault. Remember 
nan the Counſel of Puul, $:lovanns and Timuthens, to the 
bild 3} Theſſalotians: Let us, ib are of the Day, be 2 
me © — on the Breaſt- plate of Faith and Loe, a 
and elmet the Hope of | Salvation. ,. for. Gad halb not 
> be | aYpoiite us to Frath, but to obtain Salvation by .our 
» the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This was the bleſſed End c the 
ens Call and Appointment of Gad in all Ages, even 
'Xit, that all who hear and obey it, might obtain Salva- 
e at tion, the End of Faith and Hape and is the ſame to 
a Remnant in this Age. Happy art thou that enjoyeſt 
it, and abideſt with him that hath called thee to it, 


Ser and wrought it in thee; and for thee; which is God, 
there bleſſed and praifed throughout all Generations. 
and Now Cbriſtian Reader, what I have here committed 


Ito the Preſs, is from a deep and weighty Conſidera- 
he tion, ORR, Experience and Knowledge of the 
4 A 2 glorious 


(il | 


glorious Appearance of God in this our Day, in the 

Hearts and Conſciences of Thouſands, who have been 

made as Clay in the Hand of the Potter, ready to be 

formed according to his Will, even Veſſels of Honour; 

N and many have been made ſo, and do ſo remain; 
but ſome have been marr*d upon the Wheel. Some 
have miſcarried in the midſt of the Way; ſome have 
fate down in the Way; ſome have fallen out (even 
with their Brethren) by the Way ; ſome have turned 
out of the Way, and brought an evil Report upon 
the Way, and have laid Stumbling - blocks in the 

8 Way, and occaſioned the Way of Truth to be evil 

| ſpoken of; whoſe Damnation ſlumbers not. My 

hearty Deſire is, that neither thou nor I may ever 
be of this Number. What I ſay unto thee, I ſay unto 

| my own Soul, Go forward Io Perfeflion. Let-not the 

4. Enemy of thy Soul beguile thee of thy exceeding 
| great Reward, which is laid up in ſtore for all that 
b "of love the Appearance of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and that 

4 join therewith, and work therein, till all the Works 

of God are finiſhed; and till all the Works of Sin, 

Self and Satan, are wrought out and deſtroyed, and 

they fully delivered, from the Bondage of Cor- 

ruption, into the glorious Liberty of the Children 
of God. This, thou mayſt have longed for and 
breathed after, and art now called to the Poſſeſſion 
and Enjoyment of; and not only ſo, but to the 
abiding and ſtanding faſt therein; ſo thou ſhalt never 
be entangled with the Yoak of Bondage again, nor 
turn back in thy Heart to Egypt again; nor ever 
hunger and thirſt after the forbidden Fruit again. So 
to him that is able to keep thee from falling, and 
to the Word of his Grace, (in thy Heart) I recom- 
mend thee 3 which as thou keepeſt unto and learneſt 
of, thou wilt be enabled to perſevere ſafely to the 

'F End, and in the End lie down in Peace, and know | 

13 the God of Peace to keep thy Heart in Peace. This 

3 is the bleſſed Fruit and Effect of Righteouſneſs. of 

Ee: i 77 EE Well-doing, 
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Well-doing, of Faithſulneſs, Diligence and Watchful- 
neſs ; which as thou art found in, Grace and Peace 
will be multiplied in | thee and to thee, through the 
Knowledge of God, and Jeſus our Lord, who hath 
called us to Glory and Virtue :: To whom be Praiſe 
for evermore, | . ) 

| W. SHEWEN,. 


L Ee. * 


F this ſmall Treatiſe ſhall come into the Hand of 
ſuch who account themſclves religious, and are 
zcalous for the Doctrines and Traditions of their 
Fore-fathers, and can talk much of Chri/tiazity, God, 
Chriſt and the holy Scriptures ; but are highly offended 
with a little Remnant of People that God hath. raiſed 
up in this Age, to bear Witneſs to the Way of the 
Lord, under the Name Light, Grace, Law, Spirit 
and Power of God within; accounting it a new ſort 
of Doctrine, inconſiſtent with Chriſt and Chriſtianity, 
giving it deſpicable Names, &c. | 
To ſuch my earneſt Requeſt is, (even in Love and 
Good-will to you) ſeeing you fay you love, believe 
and honour the Scriptures; that you would ſhew- 
yourſelves like the Bereans, with an unprejudiced 
Mind ſearch the Scriptures, eſpecially theſe following, 
quoted Chapter and Verſe for your Eaſe. Be ſerious, 
take Leaſure to read them, meditate a little, laying 
aſide thy carnal Thoughts, Conceivings and Imagi- 
nations, and that Wiſdom which is from Beneath, 
which darkneth the Counſel of God, and wreſteth the 
Scriptures. Then thou mayſt clearly perceive, that 
it is no new Doctrine to preach the Light, nor Error 
to aſſent that it is the Way of God, that leadeth all 
that turn to it and walk jn it, into true Chriſtianity. 
It any Objection ariſeth and remaineth in thy Mind, 
concerning the Way of God here borne Teſtimony to; 
if any Words that can be read, writ or ſpoken, are 
i A 3 | able 
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able to give thee a ſatisfactory convincing Anſwer 
thereto, the Seriptures are thoſe Words, eſpecially to 
thee that profeſſeſt an Honour and Obedience to 
mem: ce 7 e io Ho. 

But this, in ſhort, I teſtify to thee, That if thou 
flight the Gift of God, the Manifeſtation of his 
Spirit, Light and Grace beſtowed upon thee, and 
given unto thee, as one Talent at leaſt to improve, 
thou canſt not underſtand nor receive the Teſti 
. of the Scriptures. If thou haſt any Deſire to under- 
ſtand the holy Scriptures, and other Things of God, 
thou muſt come to know and love the Light, Law, 
and Spirit of God, and feel the Operation of it in 
thy own Heart, to fit and prepare thee to underſtand 
the divine Myſteries of his Kingdom, and to inhevic 
them; until which, though thou mayft account thy- 
felf wiſe, rich and full, and may be cloathed with a 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, yet thou art poor, blind, 
miſerable and naked; covered with a Covering, but 
not with the Spirit of the Lord ; not 'with a meek” 
and quiet Spirit; not with a Chriſt-like Spirit; nog 
with the Spirit of the primitive Chriſtians. 

So thou art not in a Capacity to underſtand their 
Words, though thou mayſt-profeſs them as the Jes 
did the Law and the Prophets, yet perſecuted him of 
whom they teſtified. That thou mayſt avoid doing 
the ſame, I counſel thee to receive the Grace of God, 
the Light and Spirit of God, which appears in thee, 
and ſhines unto thee, in order to lead thee and guide 
thee unto everlaſting Life. This is the Will of God, 
and the Deſire of his People, that all Men might 
come to the Knowledge of the Truth and be ſaved; 
not only from Condemnation and Puniſhment, but 
from committing Sin, the Cauſe thereof. 

By this one Thing, thou mayſt know whether thy 
Heart be right in the Sight of the Eord, whether the 
Spirit and Nature of Chriſtianity be prevalent in thee : 
If thou art not as much afraid to commit Sin, as thou 

51 IP j7 | Ho 
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art of Hell and Puniſhment ; if the doing of Evil is 
not become ſo odious and hatetul unto thee (becauſe 
contrary to the Nature and Mind of God) that if there 
was no Puniſhment entailed upon the. doing thereof, 
yet thou wouldſt not defile thyſelf —.—— nor 
diſhonour thy God, nor thy Profeſſion of his Name. 
If it be not ſo with thee, thou haſt great Cauſe to 
queſtion, whether thou art indeed what thou haſt a 
Name, Profeſſion, or an Opinion to be, viz. a 


Tus CHRISTIAN. 


The Teſtimony of the holy Sees concerning 
the LI G HT which is Spiritual. 


Job xxix. 3. W HEN his Candle ſhined upon 


my Head, and when by his 


J Light 1 walked through Darknek. 


To. ix. 2. The People that walked in Darkneſs, 


p | have ſeen a great Light. They that-dwel! in the Land 
of the Shadow of Death, upon them hath the Light 
7 ſhined. 


Chap. Ix. 1. Ariſe, ſhine 3 for thy Light is 


a come, and the Glory of the Lord is riſen upon thee. 


Luke ii. 32. A Light to lighten the Sn, and 


che Glory of thy People Igel. 


Jobn viii. 12. Then ſpake Jeſus again unto them, 


T4 fying, Lam the Light of the World: He that fol- 
loweth me, ſhall not walk in Darkneſs, but ſhall have 
the Light of Life. 


Chap. xii. 36. While ye hare Light, believe in 
the Light, that ye may be the Children of Light. 
Verſ. 46. I am come a Light into the World, 


4 that whoſoever believeth on me; ſhould not abide i in 
Darkness. 


2 Cor. iv. 6. For God, who commanded the Ligbe 
to ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath ſhined in our Hearts, 
A 4 | to 
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to give the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of 
God. in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Col. i. 12, Giving Thanks unto the Father, which 
hath made us meet to be Partakers of the Inheritance 
of the Saints in Light. | 

2 Tim. i. 10, But is now made manifeſt by the 
Appearing of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who hath | 
aboliſhed Death; and hath brought Life and Immor- 
_— to Light, through the Goſpel. | 
þ 1 John i. 5. This then is the Meſſage which we 
= have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God 
is Light, and in him is no Darkneſs at all. 
| Ver. 7. But if we walk in the Light as he is in the 
Light, we haye Fellowſhip one with another, and 
the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son eleanſeth us from 
all Sin, 4 

Chap. ii. 8. Again, a new Commandment I write |} 
unto you, which Thing is true in him and in you; 
becauſe the Darkneſs is paſt, and the true Light now | 
Mineth. bs 

Verſ. 9. He that ſaith he is in the Light, and 
-hateth his Brother, is in Darkneis even until now. 3 

Verſ. 10. He that loveth his Brother abideth in 
the Light, and there 1s none Occaſion of ſtumbling 
in him, 

2 Peter i. 19. We haye alſo a more ſure Word 
of Propheſy, whereunto ye do well that” ye take heed, 
as unto a Light that ſhineth in a dark Place, until 
the Day dawn, and the Day-ſtar ariſe in your Hearts. 

I Peter ii. 9. But ye are a choſen Generation, a 
royal Prieſthood, an holy Nation, a peculiar People; 
that ye ſhould ſhew forth the Praiſe of him, who 
hath called you out of Darkneſs into his marvelous 
Light. 

Fe Ro, xxi. 24. And the Nations of them that are 
ſaved, ſhall walk in the Light of it: And the Kings 
of the Earth do bring their Glory and Honour into it. 


. 
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1 Theſ. v. 5. Ye are all the Children of the Light, 
and the Children of the Day: We are not of the 
Night, nor of Darkneſs. 

Epbeſ. v. 8. For ye were ſometimes Darkneſs, but 
now are ye Light in the Lord : Walk as Children 


of Light. 

Verſ. 13. But all Things that are reproved, are 
made manifeſt þy the Light : For whatſoever doth 
make * is Light. 

Ia. ii. 5. O Houſe of Jacob, come ye, and let 
us walk in the Light of the Lord. 

Pſal. xxvii. 1. The Lord is my Light, and my 
Salvation; whom ſhall I fear? The Lord is the 
Strength of my Life; of whom ſhall I be afraid? 

Pſal. cxix. 10g. Thy Word is a Lamp unto my 
Feet, and a Light unto my Path. 


Micab vii. 8. Rejoice not againſt me, O mine 


Enemy: When I fall, I ſhall ariſe; when J ſit in 


Darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be a Light unto me. 
Jobn i. 4. In him was Life, and the Life was the 


High ht of Men, 
j e 


rſ. 5. And the Light ſhineth in Darkneſs, and 
the Darkneſs comprehended it not. 

Verſ. 7. The ſame came for a Witneſs, to bear 
witneſs of the Light, that all Men TO him W 
believe. 

Verf 8. He was not that Light, but was ſent to 
bear witneſs of that Light. 

Verſ. 9. That was the true Light, which lighteth 
every Man that cometh into the World. 

Chap. iii. 19. And this is the Comdemnation, 
that Light is come into the World, and Men loved 


# Darknels rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds were 


evil, 
Verſ. 20. For every one that doeth Evil hatetk 


ſhould be reproved, | 
Verſ. 


[ xii 


"Fer. 21. But he that doth the Truth, cometh to 
the Light, that is Deeds may be made manifeſt, that 
they are wrought in God. 

Adds. xiii. 47. For fo hath tho Lord en d 
us, ſay ing, J have ſet thee to be a Light of the Gen- 
tiles, that thou ſhouldeſt be for Salvation unto the 
Ends of the Earth. 

Chop. xxvi. 18. To open their Eyes, and to turn 
them trom Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power 
of Satan, unto God, that they may receive Forgive- 
neſs of Sins, and Inheritance among them which are 
ſanctified by Faith that is in me. 

Fer}. 23. That Chriſt ſhould fuffer, and that he 
ſhould be the firſt that ſhould: rife from the Dead, 
ang ſhould -ſhew. Light unto the People, and to the 
Crentiles. 


The: Teſtimony of the holy Seviptares concerning j 
the Law, SPIRIT, WoRD, Grace, Love Þ 
and Power of GOD within, 


——_ 

0 1 
Plaim HE Law of his God is in his Heart, t 
XXXVI1. 31. none of his Steps ſhall ſlide, . - 3 MT 
- Pſalm xl. 8. I delight to = thy Will, O my ©7 I 
God : Yea, thy Law is within my Heart. 1 2 


I. Ii. 7. Hearken unto me, ye that know Righ- 7 © 
teouſneſs, the People in whoſe Heart is my Law z 3 
fear ye not the Reproach of Men, neither be ye afraid 15 
of their Revilings. ö 
Kam. ii. 14. For when the Gentiles which havent * 
the Law, do by Nature the Things contained in the N uy 
aw, theſe having not the Law, are a Law unto 
themicl ves. Thi: 

Verſ. 15. Which 3 the Work of the 120 ch 
written in their Hearts, their Conſcience alſo (bearing 

' witne 
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is given to every Man to profit withal. 


*. 


witneſs, and their Thoughts the mean while accuſing, 
or elſe excuſing one another. 

Chap. viii. 2. For the Law of the Spirit of Life in 
Chriſt Jeſus, hath made me free from the Law of Sin 
and Death. 

Verſi 9. But ye are not in the Fleſh, but in the 
Spirit, if ſo be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. 
Now if any Man have not the K of Chriſt, he is 
none of his. 

Verſ. 10. And if Chriſt be in To, the Body i is 
dead becauſe of Sin, but the Spirit 1 is Life, becauſe of 
Righteouſneſs, 

Verſ. 11. But if the Spirit of him that raiſed up 
Jeſus from the dead, dwell in you; he that raiſed up 
Chriſt from the dead, ſhall alſo quicker your mortal 
Bodies, by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

Verſ. 13, For if ye live after the Fleſn, ye ſhall 
die: But if ye through the Spirit do mortify the 


bi Deeds of the Body, ye ſhall live. 


- Werf. 16, The Spirit icſelt beareth witch with 


i our Spirit, that we are the Children ot God. 


Verſ. 23. And not only they, but ourſclves alſo, 


vhich have the Firſt-fraits of the Spirit, even we 0ur- 
ſelves groan within ourſclves, waiting for the Adop« 
F tion, to wit, the Redemption of our Body. 


Verſ. 26. Likewiſe the Spirit alſo helpeth our 


1 Infirmities : for we know not what we-ſhould 
2 for as we ought : but the Spirit itſelf maketh Iuter- 
cCeſſion for us with Groanings which cannot be uttered. 


1 Cor. xii. 7. But the Maniteſtation of the Spirit, 
Chap. ii. 4. And my Speech, and my — 


was not with inticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but 
in Demonſtration of the Spirit, and of Power. 


Verſ. 10. But God hath revealed them unto us 


1 his Spirit: for the Spirit learcheth all 3 — 
che deep Things of God. * 


Verſi 
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ve 11, For t Man knoweth the Things of a 
Man, ſave the Spirit of Man which is in him? Even 
ſo the Things of God knoweth no Man, but the 
Spirit of God. 
Verſ. 12. Now we have received not. the Spirit 
of the World, but the Spirit which is of God; that 
we might know the Things that are freely given to 
us of God. 
Chap. vi. 17. But he that is joined unto the Lord 
is one Spirit. 
1 John ill. 24. And he that keepeth his Com- 
mandments, dwelleth in him, and he in him: And 
hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Sparit 
which he hath given us. 
... Chap. iv. 13. Hereby know we that we dwell in 1 
him, and he in us, becauſe he hath given us of his 1 
Spirit. = 
> 1 Peter i. 11. Searching what, of what manner | 
of Time the Spirit of Chriſt which was in them 
did fignity, when it teſtified before-hand the Suffer- 
ing of Chriſt, and the Glory that ſhould follow. 
2 Tim. i. 7. For God hath not given us the Spirit 
of Fear, but of Power, of Love, and of a ſound 
Mind. 
Gal. iv. 6. And becauſe ye are Sons, God hath 
ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into your Hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father. 
Chap. v. 16. This [ ſay then, Walk in the Spirit, 
and ye ſhall not fulfil the Luſt of the Fleſh. 3 
Verſ. 28. If we live in che Spirit, let us alſo 0 
walk in the Spirit. 9 
Epbeſ. ii. 22. In whom you alſo are builded to- 
gether for an Habitation of God through the Spirit. 
Chap. iii. 20. Now unto him that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we aſk or think, 
according to the Power that worketh in us. : 
John v. 38. And ye have not his Word abiding # 
in yoa : fer whom he hath ſent, him ye believe 7556 . 
erl. 


I in you, ye ſhall aſk what ye will, and it ſhall be 
a done unto you. 


| 1 is dead becauſe of Sin : 
4 cauſe of Righteouſneſs, 


Body is 5 Tem 
2 which ye have of God, and ye are not your own ? 


4 Heart made manifeſt, and fo fallin 


q in the Faith : 


. Ver. 42. But I know you, that you have not the 
Love of God in you. 

Chap. vi. 53. Then: Jeſus ſaid unto them, Verily, 
verily I'fay unto you, Except ye eat the Fleſh of 
the Son of Man, and drink his Blood, ye have no 
Life in you. 

Chap. viii. 37. I know that ye are Abrabands 
Seed, but ye ſeek to kill me, becaufe mY" Word hath 
no place in you. 

Chap. xiv. 17, Even the Spirit of Truth; whotn 
the World cannot receive, becauſe it ſeeth him not, 
neither knoweth him: but ye know him, for he 


3 dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in you. 


Chap. xv. 4. Abide in me, and I in you: ** the 


1 Branch cannot bear Fruit of itſelf, except it abide in 
the Vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 


Verſ. 7. If ye abide in me, and my Words abide 


Rom. viii. 10. And if Chriſt v7 in | you, the Body 
but the Spirit is Lite be- 


Verſ. 11. But if the Spirit of him that raiſed up 
Jeſus from the Dead, dwell in you; he that raiſed 
up Chriſt from the Dead. ſhall - alſo quicken your 
mortal Bodies, by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

1 Cor. iii. 16. Know ye not that ye are the 


the Temple of God; and that the t of God 
dwelleth in mw 


1 Bap: v 19. What, know you not that your 


le of the holy Ghoſt which is in you, 


Chap, xiv, 25. And thus are the Secrers of his 


down on his 


Face, he will worſhip God, and * chat God is 
in you of a Truth. 


2 Cor. xiii. 5. n 8 1 ye be 
Prove your ownſclves : Know ye not 
your 


n- Sa, - = 


. 
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your ownſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, 1 
except ye be Reprobates | ? | 3 
Gal. iv. 15. Where is then the Bleſſedneſs vou 
ſpeak of? For I bear you record, that if it had been 
poſſible, ye would have plucked out your own Efes F 
and have given them unto me, 7 
 Epheſ. iv. 6. One God and Father of al, who 
is above all, and through all, and in you all. 

Phil. ii. 5. Let this Mind be in you, which Was 
alſo in Chriſt Jeſus. 

Verſ. 13. For it is God which worketh in you, 
both to will and to do of his good Pleaſure. 

Col. i. 27. To whom God would make known 
what is the Riches of the Glory of this Myſter 
among the Gentiles, which is Chriſt in you the Hope 
of Glory. © | 

Chap. iii. 16, Let the Word of Chriſt dwell 
in you richly in all Wiſdom, teaching and admoniſh- 
ing one another in Pſalms, and Hymns, and fpiritual 
Songs, ſinging with Grace in your Hearts to the Lord. 

2 Theſſ. i. 12. That the Name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt may be glorified in you, and ye in him, ac: 
_ to the Grace of our God, and the Lord Jelus 
Chri | 
1 John ii. 14. 11 1 unto you Fathers, 
becauſe ye have known him that is from the Begin- 
ning. 1 have written unto you, young Men, becauſe 
ye are ſtrong, and the Word of God abideth in you, 
and ye have overcome the wicked One. 

Verſ. 27. But the Anointing which ye have re- 
ceived of him, abideth in you : and ye need not 
that any Man teach you, but as the ſame Anointing 
teacheth you of all Things, and is Truth and is ng 
—. f and even as it hath taught you, ye ſhall abide 
in him. 

Chap. iv. 4. ve are of God, little Children, and 
have overcome them; becauſe greater is it that i is in 
you, than he that is in the World 

Chap, 
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Chap, iii. 3. And every Man that hath this 
in him, purech himſelf, even as he is pure. 

Verſ. 15, Whoſoever hateth his Brother, is a 
Murtherer, and ye know that no Murtherer hath 
eternal Life wer” Ae him. 

Chap. iv. 13. reby know we that we dwell in 
him, and he in at becauſe. he hath yew us of his 
Spirit, | 
| 2 13 | Whoſoever ſhall confeſs that Jeſus is the 
Son of God, God-dwelleth in him, and he in God: 
Verf. 16. And we have known, and believed the 
Vu, Love that God bath to us. God is Love, and he 

that dwelleth in Love, dwellettt- in God, and God 
wn in him. 
ITY „ Cbap. v. 26. And we Eno dhe — Son of God 
Pe | | I is come, and hath given us an Underſtanding, that K 
* may know him that is true: and. we are in him that 


ell | true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt. This is the cue 
iſh- God, and eternal Lite. | | 
| 03- 44 #4 
d. : $ nen In — meme — 2 
eſus La n be 
ac- Hou miyſt petoelye an aneiſbind by the 
eſus Scriptures, that righteous Men and Chriftians 
Fi Ages paſt, were Witneſſes of the Leb of God 
ers, Whiningy in them; of the Vord, Lato, Na, 9 
gin- and Love of God manifeſting, appearing and © 
auſe Mating in them; which if thou art a Stranger to, t 60 
you, Fanſt neither be a truly righteous * nor a real 
Tbriſtian, profeſs what thou wilt. 
re- Many who profeſs God, Chriſt did Chriftiznity; | 
| not re fallen into ſuch groſs Carralith, that to ſpeak or 
ating rite to them of the ſpiritual Appearance and Work 
is no 3 God, in and by his Light, Ba, Crate, Spirit, &c. 
zbide d the powerful Operation thereof within upon the 
ind, Will, Undefftanding and Conſcience, feems 
and ſtrange, ſo new, ſo incredible, that they can in no 
18 m 


ö iſe pay any Regard unto it; but rather mock and 
q deride 


In. 


deride thereat, as if they had never ſeen nor read the 
holy Scriptures; whoſe Teſtimony thereto is as clear 
as the Morning without Clouds. This is an evident 
Sign, that their Eyes are cloſed, their Hearts and Ears 
are groſs and dull of hearing, their Underſtandings 
dark, and their Minds ſo carnal, that they are become 
dead ; for, to be carnally minded is Death. f 
In this Death, the carnal- minded Man can talk of 
the Fame of Wiſdom, but poſſeſs and inherit Folly, 
and lie down in Sorrow. This Condition is much 
lamented by a little Remnant, who are ready to ſay 
in Love and Good - will to their Neighbours and 
Country men, Come hither, and we will tell you what 
the Lord hath done for our Souls; which were as yours 
are, in Death and Darkneſs, in Bondage and Cap- | 
tivity, even while Profeſſors of better Things. The 
End of every true Chriſtian, in Writing, Printing, 
Preaching, Sc. is, that People might come to have 
the Eye of their Underſtandings opened, and know 
the Day-ſtar to ariſe in their Hearts, that they may. 
ſee their Way out of Death, Ignorance and Carnality, 
and receive the Light of Life, and therein Wiſdom to 
underſtand and receive the Sayings of holy Men re- 
corded in the holy Scriptures ; until which, they wil! 
| wreſt them to their own Deſtruction, and never truly 
underſtand nor receive the Comfort of them; nor of 
any Words proceeding from the ſame Spirit of Gd 
in this Age. This is the Word of Truth to all it 
may concern, which, together with the Scriptures I 
have quoted, I intend ſhall ſerve for Anſwer to all 
Objections that ſhall be made by the nominal Chriſtian, 
or bare Profeſſor of Chriſt and Chriſtianity, into 
whoſe Hand this little Book may come; knowing 
aſſuredly, that there is no End of contending with 
ſuch with Pen, Ink and Paper: But however, I can. 
in Truth ſubſcribe myſelf their Friend. F 


N 2 


TS Rule. 


xi 


1 
— 
— 


Some RE ASONS why the holy Scriptures are to be 
efteemed and preferred, by true Chriſtians, 
above other Writings, (though from the ſame 
Spirit) in this Generation. 


I. Ecauſe they give an Account of- the divers 
| Diſpenſations and Operations of God, before 
and after the Fall, in order to Jead Mankind out of 
the Fall, and to reſtore him into his primitive State 
again. The Manner, Method and Order of which, 
is, in the Depth of the Wiſdom. of God, declared 


1 and ſet forth in the holy Scriptures to the Man of 


God, more than in any other Book whatſoever, 


15 II. Becauſe therein are recorded the Teſtimonies 


i and Experiences of many righteous, Men, throughout 
all thoſe various Diſpenſations, Appearances and Ope- 


rations of God before the Law, under the Law. and 


Prophets, and alſo under the . Goſpel ; being all 


briefly and plainly ſet forth to the Man of God, for 
the Increaſe of his Learning, Encouragement. of his 
Hope, Strengthning of his Faith, and Confirming of 
his Confidence, | 


III. Becauſe the nominal Chriſtian pretends he hath 
a great Eſteem for the Scriptures, and crys them up 
tor his only Rule, to walk* and order his Converſa- 
tion by; ſo that the true Chriſtian, and Miniſter of 
Chriſtianity, hath a great Advantage thereby, in order 
to reprove, perſwade and convince him, that he doth 
not obey, nor walk according to his own profeſſed 


B IV. Becauſe 


* * 
_— 
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IV. Becauſe it is the Cuſtom, Nature and Prac- 
tice of the Spirit of Darkneſs, Deceit and Perſecution, 
to deſpiſe, ſlight and contemn righteous Men, their 
Words and Writings, while they live; and to garniſh 


their Sepulchres, and profeſs. Honour to them when 
they are dead ; fo though it be bat in Words, that 
they advance them above themſelves, as their Rule 
and Guide, they are of great Service to the true 
Chriſtian and Miniſter of Chriſtianity, for the De- 
tection and Conviction of Gain- Gs and V indica- 
tion of his Doctrine and Practice, Life and Con- 
verſation; therefore to be eſteemed above other 
Writings, they being in ſome ſort as a Wall bo 
Defence unto him. 


V. Becauſe the general Good and Salvation of al 
Mankind, is the principal Aim and 'End of the true 
Chriſtian and Chriſtian Miniſter ; and ſeeing in this 
Part of the World called Chriſtendom, Peopk le profeſs 


u great Reverence and Eſteem for the Writings of 


holy Men in Generations of ald; not much regarding 
what is written from the fame Spirit in holy Men in 
the preſent Age, though one with the Scriptures ; as 
Chrift convinced the Jes out of the Law and the 
Prophets, and Paul the Athenians out of their own 


Poets: So the true Chriſtian and Miniſter of Chriſt, - 


Who hath Unity with the Scripture, and with the 


holy Mens Spirits that gave them forth, have the 


ſame Advantage now againſt thoſe that only profeſs 


them in Words, and live not the Life they exhort to 


and call for. For this Reaſon we have good Cauſe 
to value them above other Books, though written 
from the ſame Spirit in this Age; becauſe thoſe 
People, who want the Salvation the Scriptures bear 


witneſs of, may come to be made wife through Fairh 


Unto Salvation by them. 


COUNSEL 


1 


| 0 UNS E L 


TO THE 


Chriſtian-Traveller. 


AS T thou- put t hy Hand to the Plow ! ? 
look not- back: Keep it there till the fallow 
| Ground be plowed up, and the Briars and 
horns rooted out and deſtroyed, that the Seed may 
grow up in thee to Perfection. 

1 Haſt thou known the Kingdom, and the robe in 
which it ſtands; Hke a little Leaven hid in three Mea- 
ſures of Meal ? Hinder not its working, let it leaven 
the whole Lump. 

Dot thou know the F jeld where the Pearl of great 
Price is hid? Then dig deep and find it ; ; and when 
thou haſt found it, ſell all and purchaſe it, and then 


thou wilt be the wiſe Merchant-man indeed, 
ſt, Hfaſt thou' travelled out of Egypt, through the red 
the Seca and Wilderneſs ? And haſt thou known the right 
the Arm of the Lord accompanying thee, and ſupport- 


ing thee in thy Trials, Temptations and Beſerments 
| thou haſt met with therein? Keep ſtill to the ſame 
zuſe Arm and Power that hath called, led and ſuſtained 
ten thee hitherto, and it will bring thee i into the-promiſed 
ſe Land, and not only ſo, but he will give thee a 
Dear . oſſefnon therein, and deftroy thy Enemies that did 
aith poſſeſs it. Thou wilt have a Houſe given thee, thou 

"Widſ not build, a Vineyard, thou didſt not plant, 

nd a Well, thou didſt not dig, which ſhall ſpring up 
ELI thee to everlaſting Life, Thou ſhalt fit under thy 
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own Vine, and under thy own Fig-tree, and lie down 


where none can make thee afraid. Thou ſhalt be 
bleſſed in thy Baſket and in thy Store, in thy Going 
out and Coming in, Lying down and Riſing up. 
Theſe Bleſſings ſhall aſſuredly attend thee, as thou 


loveſt the Day of ſmall Things, and art faithful in 


following the Lord, who hath appeared by his Light 
and Grace to thee, for thy perfect Redemption, 
Reſtoration and everlaſting Salvation. 

I ſay, thou wilt certainly enjoy and inherit theſe 
Things, and receive not only Addition of Virtue, 


Knowledge, Temperance, Patience, Ec. to thy Faith, 
bur alſo the very End of thy Faith; for Faith and 


Hope hath an End, and it is a bleſſed Thing to L 


receive the End thereaf even Salvation; and there 


is none but ſuch as endure. to the End, that can be 
ſaved, even to the End of the Work of God, of the 4 
new Creation of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 1 
Many may begin well, and make a good Progreſs b 


alſo, and yet fall ſhort, They may know the firſt 
Day's Work. Read Gen. i. The Spirit of God moving 


and the Diviſion of Light from Darkneſs ; and to call 


this World can know or do; who are all as Waters, 


and the Whore fits upon them, and the Moving of 


the Spirit of God thereon they deſpiſe and diſregard. 


The Appearance of Light they hate; ſo it ſhines in 
Darkneſs, and is not divided, and Darkneſs cannot 
comprehend it, cannot give true Names to Things, 
cannot call the Light, Day, nor the . Darknels, 
Night; but err and miſtake ſo far, as to call the 
Light, Darkneſs ; and the Darkneſs, . Light : This 
all Men in the Fall are prone to and found doing, 


under the old Heavens, and upon the old Earth. 


— This is as a Note * the a lo wal it doll 
concern. 


upon the Face of the Waters; the Appearance of Light ; 4 


the Lisht, Day, and the Darkneſs, Night y which is 
more than all the wiſe, prudent, religious Men of 


1 
But 1 


r 
n 


Wo 


But to proceed; they may alſo know the ſecond 


4 and third Day's Work ; The Firmament in the midſt 
ve | of the Waters; the Waters divided; the dry Land 
's 8 appear, and bring forth Seed and Fruit after its Kind, 
P- wbich is good. This is more than Words, Names 
9 and Profeſſion. Theſe have ſome Standing, ſome 
mn Foundation in the midſt of the Waters. Theſe are as 


ht Trees that bear Fruit, and the Earth yields its Increaſe 
MN, to him that dreſſeth it. 
2 On the fourth Day, it is written, God made two 
3 great Lights, the one to rule the Day, and the other to 
rule the Night. The Light, and the Rule and Govern- 
ment thereof, may be known alſo ; and as in the fifth 
XZ Day's Work, there may be a bringing forth and mul- 
= zZiplying abundantly, and a flying above the Earth, in 
= zhe open Firmament of Heaven; and the ſixth Day's 
Work may be known, Made in the Likeneſs and 
Image of God; bleſſed and endued with beavenly Power 
and Dominion over all; placed in a Garden planted by 
2 zbe Lord. A Reſtoration into Innocence and Upright- 
2 neſs by Chriſt the Power, Light, Love and Wiſdom 
of God, may be attained to; yet in thus very State 
3 there is Danger. There is a Proneneſs to look out at 
al the Beauty of the Works of God, to feed upon them, 
ch is and delight thyſelf with them, or to eat that which 
is forbidden, except the Law and Command of God 
be kept cloſe unto and obeyed. The Sun, that is 
WF placed in the midſt of the Works of God, muſt rule the 
1. Day, and the Children of it; and the Moon the Night. 
nes iN He that hath Wiſdor let him underſtand. The Voice 
-annot Wot the Serpent mult not be liſtened unto. If thou wilt 
hings, ¶ keep thy Habitation, and preſerve thy Dwelling-place 
knels, Fin Faradice, in the Garden of God, thou muſt areſs 
all the it, and keep it. Keep thy Heart with all Diligence. 
Uf any Thing appears therein that would entice and 
Fallure thee to break the Law of God, ſee that thou 
conſent not; ſee that thou do it not; but abide in the 
Rule and Dominion that God hath given thee, not 
B 3 only 


141 


only over the Serpent, but over all the Works of his 
Hands. In ſo doing, thou wilt underſtand the Reaſon 
pdf the godly Jealouſy and Fear of the Apoſtle, who 
ſaid to ſuch as were brought to a good State, even 
eſpouſed to one Huſband, in order to be preſented as a 
chaſte Virgin to Chriſt : (which is a State very near the 
Marriage Union.) 2 Cor. xi. 2, 3. I fear, ſaid he, 
leſt by any means, as the Serpent beguiled Eve through 
his Subtilty, fo your Minds ſhould be corrupted from 
the Simplicity that is in Chriſt. *Tis thou that art 
eſpouſed and adorned as a Bride for her Huſband 
tis thou that art come to the Simplicity that is in 
Chriſt; 'tis thou that haſt eſcaped the Corruption 
that is in the World through Luſt ; *tis thou that 
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him, leſt thou receive the ſame Reward; but look 
at the ſecond Adam, in whom the Serpent, the De- 
ceiver, the Devil, hath no Part, (ibo be hath Power 
to tempt in Paradice, and to make War in Heaven, and 
appear before the Lord and accuſe.) neither- could he 
ever deceive, overcome or prevail againſt him; no 
more can he againſt thee, as thou keeps cloſe unto 
him, armed with his Power, and thy Mind ſtay'd 
upon God thy Saviour, This will bring thee into a 
ſurer State than the firſt Adam had, and for a Time 
enjoy*d in Paradice ; thou mayſt come to be not only 
taken and put into the Garden of God, to dreſs it and 
zo keep it, but thou mayſt alſo be brought to have a 
Place in his Houſe, in the Temple of God, and alfo 
be as a Pillar therein, and go no more forth. Thou 
mayſt become as Mount Sion that cannot be m— 

| = y 


> - "tt | art reſtored, redeemed, and brought back again g 
1 into Innocency, and haſt a Place in the Garden 
2 219 of God, that the Serpent would again betray, be- 1 
= 4 10 guile and overthrow. Therefore keep in thy Do- 3 
web minion, Power and Wiſdom, which God hath i 
„ endued, armed and ſurrounded thee withal, and he I 
. ſhall never prevail againſt thee, Look not at the 3 
q . firſt Adam, any otherwiſe than to take Warning b 


———" >. = ** 1 
h 
«3 1 t. . k F 
8 — Ko e. "x "0. - * 
— i 2 = 
% , - 
'F - N 
- 
: 22 4 — {# 1 
. 5 1 - BF #- 
"I" &i5 — _— 
Ce » 6H & * — — yy — — — * 
n * 2 + - 
— — 2 5 by 
: 
— 2 - * — 
— —_— = —— : - 5 —— 
— 2 = h I I — — — 2 2 
2 — wi - — "_ — * 
x - — 7 7 * J 


Th 
* Gus 


„ 


1 


Thy Heart may be eſtabliſhed with Grace, and fixed 
upon the Rock that is higher than thee, againſt whom, 
neither the Deyices and Allurements on the one hand, 
nor the Storms and Tempeſts of the Enemy on the 
XZ other, can prevail. Thou mayſt come to fee Eye 0 
= Eye, and know as thou art known. Thou mayſt come 
to know the Lord one, and his Name one, the firſt to 
be the laſt, and the laſt to be firſt, and thy- heavenly 
Reſt with him, who is without Beginning or End; 
to whom be Praiſe for evermore ! This is the bleſſed 
End of the Work of God, that all are to know 
Z wrought and accompliſhed in themſelves by Chrift 
the Light, Power and Wiſdom of God. But in the 
Way to this End there is great Danger; as thou, 
that haſt been a Traveller therein, knoweſt right 
7 well ; and there are many Things written for thy 
Comfort and for thy Learning in the holy Scriptures, 
3X which I would have thee eſteem a great Mercy that 
thou haſt the Uſe and Benefit of them; concernin 
which it is ſaid, 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17. They are able 
io make wiſe unto Salvation, through Fauh in Chriſt 
8 7e/us. He is indeed the Wiſdom of God, the Opener 
gof the Scriptures, the only Leader into the true Un- 
- derſtanding of them; and it is through Faith in him, 
f that the Man of God comes to be made perfect, and 
4 f throughly furniſned to all good Works. It is the 
e Man of God only, that hath the Comfort of the 
o Scriptures, and that hath Unity and Fellowſhip with 
to the holy Mens Spirits that gave them forth. It is he 
alone that underſtands them. They are as a ſealed 
a Book to the Learned and Unlearned, to the Pro- 
ne feſſor, or nominal Chriſtian and Prophane. Great is 


the Myſtery of Godlineſs which is revealed to Babes, 
and hid from the wiſe and prudent School-men of this 

a World, who make a Trade of the Hiſtory of Godli- 
iſo Frets for filthy Lucre's ſake, to the Deſtruction of their 
ou pon Souls and others. 


by B 4 Now, 
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Now, tender Friend, that thou mayſt pe rſevere 
ſafely in thy Way, always remember the Counſel of 
Chrift Jeſus, Take beed or pray that your Flight be not 
in the Winter, nor upon the Sabbath-day, Theſe two 
Seaſons are moſt dangerous. There 1s much in the 
Words: The Wiſdom of God ſpoke them, and 
thoſe that are endued with the ſame, only can un- 
derſtand them; and by the fame thou mayſt be 
preſerved in and through the Winter, and be able to 7 
lay, The Winter is paſt, and the Summer is come, and 1 
the Sing ing of Birds is heard in thy Land; and alſo 
know the Lord of the Sabbath, and reſt in him, 1 
who is the Dwelling- place of his People in all Ages 
and Generations: To whom be Glory for ever and 
evermore. A 

Thus I have bricfly ſhewed how the inward Work, 
or new Creation of God, holds parallel with the 7 
Hiſtory of the outward or old Creation, and what | 
Danger attends thee, when thou art a Plant of God, | 


>” 


even in Paradice itſelf, which Man loſt through 
Diſobedience and Tranſgreſſion. Wo. 

I have it alſo in my Mind, briefly to ſet before 
thee, the Method and Order of the Wiſdom of God 
in thy Reſtoration, and the Danger that attends in 
the Way thereto, This was ſhadowed forth in the 8 
Hiſtory of his People, under Oppreſſion in the Land 
of Egypt ; Their Cries unto bim; his coming down io 
deliver them ; his raiſing them a Captain or Leader; 
his bringing them out with a ſtrong Hand, leading them 
through the red Sea, deſtroying their Enemies therein, 
and bringing them to the Banks on the other Side; his if 
giving them a Song of Deliverance and Salvation ; lead- 1 
ing them through the Wilderneſs ; feeding them with * 
| Manna and Quails from Heaven, and Water out of the 
Roch; going before them in a Pillar of Fire by Night, 
and a Pillar of Cloud by Day; bringing them to Mount "3 
Sina, and giving them his Law, Statutes and Judg- 
nente by whoſe Direction they prepared his wake | F 
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{ 7 ] 
reared up bis Tabernacle, faſtned the Sockets, ſet up 
the Boards, and put in the Bars thereof ; reared up his 
Pillars, brought the Ark of the Teſtimony into the Taber- 
nacle, ſet Bread in order upon the Table ; the Lamps 
lighted, ſweet Incenſe offered upon the golden Altar, and 
the Glory of the Lord appeared in the Tabernacle, and 
was their Guide in all their Journeys. This was 
glorious in its Time. And the Antitype, or Thing 
= ſignified thereby, the travelling Chriſtian only under- 
id X ftandeth, Theſe were great Helps, great Benefits 

and Bleſſings, accompanying them in the Way to 
n, the promiſed Land. 

"7 Yet conſider, that notwithſtanding all theſe Things, 
and all their Experiences of the outſtretched Hand, 

Power and Preſence of the Lord, his Promiſes to the 
k, Obedient, and his Threatnings to the Rebellious and 
he Diſobedient, yet they forgot the Lord, turned back 
at in their Hearts, and fo through Unbelief, Murmuring 
zd, and Diſobedience, fell by the Way, and never entred 
into the Reſt, into the promiſed Land which flowed 
with Milk and Honey. All miſcarried and fell ſhort, 
that came out of Egyyt through the red Sea, Sc. 
above twenty Years old, except Joſhua and Caleb; 
and when their Off- ſpring came to poſſeſs Canaan, 
the promiſed Land, conſider how in proceſs of Time 
they corrupted themſelves, and grieved the Spirit of 
the Lord, through their Backſlidings and Abomina- 
tions, not only before, but alſo after God had erected 
his Temple, and furniſhed it in a moſt magnificent 
Manner with Veſſels of Gold, Silver and Braſs, and 
other coſtly Ornaments, with Holineſs to the Lord 
"IF zoritten thereon, and his own Preſence and glorious Ab- 
Pearance therein ; after all this, through Sin and Diſo- 
bedience, they became a Prey to the Spoiler, and 
"4a made Captives, and carried away into a ſtrange 

and. 

F Theſe Things are written for the Learning and 
Warning of the wife in Heart, whoſe Eye God bath 

_ | opened, 
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opened, and to whom he hath revealed his Arm of | 
Power, and done many wondrous Works in and for 
8 them; that they turn not again into Folly, Careleſ- 
neſs. Wantonneſs, Pride and Rebellion againſt the 
Spirit of God; that they deck not themſelves with 
God's Jewels, and play the Harlot with them, as 
thoſe did, and ſo receive the like Reward in the 
Myſtery as they did in the Hiſtory; of which there 
is as great Danger now in the Inward, as there was 
then in the Outward. Likewiſe in the Diſpenſation 
of the Spirit, in the End of the Prophets, I may alſo 
hint at the Work of God therein, and ſhew, that the 
fame Danger attends Mankind in the Way thereof. 
The Myſtery of Godlineſs is great, and the Myſtery 
of Iniquity is great alſo, and happy art thou it thou 
abides in the Light of God, which makes them both 
manifeſt, It is not enough to know the Light to 
ſhine ; but to walk and abide in it, and be a true 
Child of it. It is not enough to know the Spirit of 
Truth, and the Power of it ; but to be led by it, 
Joined to it, become one with it, and to bring forth 
the Fruit thereof. It is not enough to know the Seed 
of the Kingdom, and the ſowing of it; but its break- x 
ing through the Clods, and growing up, not only into 
the Stalk and Blade, but into the full Ear and Corn; 
and not only fo, but to be reaped and gathered into the 
Garner, for the Uſe of the Lord of the Harveſt, It is 
not enough to know one of the Days of the Son of 
Man, the Child born, and the Son given; but the 
Government upon his Shoulders, he reigning in th 
Heart, his and thy Enemies deſtroyed. To attain 
thereto, according to the Phraſe uſed in the holy Scrip- 
tures, There is an Overſhadowing of the holy Ghoſt to 
be known, a begetting and forming Chriſt within to be 
known, and a travailing to bring forth, a being born, 
and a growing up from one Stature to another; from 
a Child to a young Man, from a young Man to an 
Elder, and a Suffering with Chriſt; a taking up his 
Croſs 
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Cross daily and following him; a Dying with him, 
and a Riſing with him, and a ſeeking thoſe Things 
which are above, where Chriſt ſitteth at the right 
Hand of God, Thou muſt be riſen with Chriſt, 
before thou art in a Capacity to ſeek thoſe Things 
that are at the right Hand of God; but it is a farther 
State to find them, and to be ſeated in an heavenly 
Place in Chriſt Jeſus, and to ſit down in the King- 
dom with Abraham, Jſaac and Jacob; and the far- 
theſt and greateſt State of all, is to know tbe King- 
dom deliver d up unto the Father, and God become all in 
gal; where the alone Safety is. Till which (though 
thou art a Diſciple of Chriſt, and become as a chaſte 
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th 9 There is no changing States then, as is ſignified in 
ed 
k- feen us and you there is a great Gulph fixed, ſa 
ito hat they that would paſs from us to you cannot, net- 
13 er can they paſs to us that would come from thence. 
he nd to ſpeak a little according to this parabollical 
- is Piſcourſe between Abraham and Dives, They that 
of Mould deſcend cannot; and they that would aſcend 
the fannot; the one can do nothing againſt the Truth, 
thy e is lo governed by it, fo in Love and Unity with 
ain 


ip- Enmity and Hardneſs of Heart againſt it; having 
to Wt his Day of Viſitation, is become ſealed up in 
be Darkneſs, in a Senſe of his Loſs; for this greatly 


an -% ves in a State of Torment and Miſery, crying and 
his raying for Mercy and Relief, and cannot be heard 
"roſs | 3 nor 


| 
| 
| 
1 
f 
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[ 10 ] 
nor eaſed of their Pain, the Sun being ſet upon them, 
and their Day being turned into utter Darkneſs, 
which is become their Dwelling or Habitation, where 
the weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth 1s. 

So, dear Friend, thou mayſt perceive by what I 
have briefly hinted, by the Current of the holy Scrip- 
tures, and by thy own Experience, that it is no 
eaſy Thing to be a true Chriſtian, to go through the 

Work of Regeneration, of the new Creation of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus. It is no eaſy Thing to go through 7 
the Warfare, and to be able to ſay with the Apoſtle, 3 
T have fought a good Fight, I have finiſhed my Courſe, | 
henceforth is a Crown of Glory laid up for me; and 
to come to the wearing, of the Crown, and to be more 
than a Conqueror in him that hath loved thee. 1 

Theſe Things to witneſs and enjoy, is the bleſſed 

End of all the Diſpenſations of God ſince the Fall. 
He that is the Overcomer, is more than a Con- 
queror, he hath received the white Stone, wherein | q 
the new Name is written, which none knoweth but be 
that hath it. He is the wiſe Merchant- man, that bab 

fold all and purchaſed the Pearl of great Price, which q 
excels all Things beſides. He hath Right to eat of 
the Tree of Life, which grows in the Midſt of the 
Garden. He is bleſſed with all ſpiritual Bleſſings, 2 
in heavenly Places in Chriſt Jeſus. He is a Co-heir, 8 
a Joint-heir with him; and not only fo, but he is 
come into the Poſſeſſion of his Inheritance. This is 
his State, though he may meet with no better Enter- 3 
tainment in the World, than Chriſt the Captain of 
his Salvation, and his Diſciples did. : U.. 

So it is thy enjoying the Light of God's Counte- 
nance, thy being joined to the Lord, and being 
become one Spirit with him, thy knowing the Mar- 
riage Union, thy Maker to be thy Huſband ; that is 
thy Comfort, thy Rejoicing, thy Crown and Diadem ? 

in Proſperity and in Adverſity ; in Heights and in 4 
Depths; in the Palace and in the Dungeon; in all 1 
TIE" States, 4 


0 11 ] 


> States, Times and Places. Thou art the only happy 
re Man, that art Partaker of theſe Things, though thy 
Goods may be ſpoiled, and thy Body in the Hands pf 
1 thy Enemies; yet thou canſt really ſeal to the Tr uth 
of that Teſtimony of Paul, Rom. viii. 18. I rech 
„ bat the Sufferings of this preſent Time, are not wort 
he i be compared to the Glory that ſhall be revealed in ug. 
od * To, thee this Time of Revelation is come; thou 
knoveſt the Lord come, and his Reward is, with 
him an Hundred. fold, even in this Time, and in thi 
ſe, Vorld to come, Lie everlaſting, Godiineſs with Content 
Ca: s great Gain; it hath the Promiſes of all Good, 
preſent and to come. They that have reſigned up 
themſelves and all, into the Hand of Gad, have 
7-4 nothing to loſe, have nothing to take Care for, but 
Al. co pleaſe the Lord 3 and it is the Meat and Drink of 
uch to do his Will, and his Paths are all Paths of 


on- 9 1 N h 
ein Pleaſantneſs; there is no Bitterneſs in the latter End 
: bh; of ſuch as walk therein. | | 


, "X Conſider and be warned, by the Examples recorded 
aih . : 7 2K merproe 
nch Win the holy Scriptures ; always remember, that they 
tell thee of a People that came to the Knowledge of 
"the God, his Laws and Ordinances, and Manner of Wor- 
hip which he himſclf commanded, which while per- 
ormed in Sincerity of Heart, he was well pleaſed 
ovith, and his Bleſſings and Preſence accompanied 
ew; but when, they loſt Sincerity, Uprightneſs 
Mad Integrity of Heart, tho' they kept in the exact 
Practice and Performance of the; outward. Part of 
EV orſhip, yet all their Performances, were Abomina- 
ion to him, and rcjz&ed by r his is teſtified 
unte y bis Prophet Iſaiab, fa ing, He that killeth an O 
i be flew a Han; þ 
„be cut off a Dog's Neck ; be that alferetb an 
blalion, as if be offered Swines Blood ;, he that burneth 
„ ecenſe, as if be bleſſed an Idol. This is mighty ſtrange 
Jo thoſe that know not the real Cauſe of it, that thoſe 


in all 2-26 that nom got the real Cane of. te that tholk 
| WScrvices commanded, ſhoyld become ſo abominable 1 
in al e commanded, hold become fo ahominale 
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the Sight of him that commanded them. God looks | 
at the Heart, at the Inſide ; if that be gone aſtray, | 
if that be corrupted, degenerated, and fallen in Love 
with the Creatures, he accepts of nothing as well done 
from Man in this State; Righteouſneſs and his 
Wickedneſs are both Abri to him. This 
was a fore Evil the People fell into under the Diſ- 
penſation of the Law ; they kept ſinning and facri- © 3 
ficing, but neglected to hear * obey the Voice of tbe 
Lord. Likewiſe in the Diſpenſation of the Goſpe], 3 
even in the firſt Ages of it, the like Evil was creepitty if 
in. By the preaching of the Apoſtles, many were 
brought to believe in Chrift, and to make Profeſſion | | 
of him ; and it ſoon grew to this paſs with ns, | 4 
that they were ready to ſit down, or reſt in Pro- ; 
feſſion and Knowledge of Chriſt after the Fleſh, and 
to obſerve 'the Form of Godlineſs, but deny and 9 
neglect the Power. 1 
The Miniſters of Chriſt, in the Primitive Times, | 4 
had a great Work before chem. 3 
| Fr, To perſwade and convince the Jess, that 1 
Jeſus was the Chriſt of God, the Maſias promiſed 
and propheſied of by the holy bi rs, whom they [ 
perſecuted and flew in one Age, and honoured at leaſt © 
with their Lips, and garniſhed their Sepulchres i in 4 
another. a 
Secondly, To oppoſe the Continuance of their Tem. | 
ple Worſhip, ſhadowy and typical Ordinances and 
Obſervances, which God once commanded; and to 
55 them from under them to the Thing fi gnißed 
em; and to believe in him who was the - Boi | 
220 Subſtance thereof, who did fulfil all Righteouſ- 
neſs contained in the Law, in the Prophets and 
Fobn, When they had brought People to believe, 
that Chriſt was the great Prophet which God pro- u 
miſed to raiſe up like unto Moſes, how ready were t 
many of theſe Believers to ſit down in this Belief, and 
after 


to content themſelves with a Knowledge of Chrift F 


113 


after the Fleſn; like as the Fetus pleaſed themſelves 
with the Temple of the Lord, and with their out- 
ward Obſervances, while they wanted the Root of 
the Matter, viz. An uprigbt, — Art Heart; 


ne ö 
his rhich is and was the only Sacrifice 


ks | 
y, | 


Ve 


1 re 
ing ealed, manifeſted and known by the Operation of 
ere is Power and Spirit within. In whom this Know- 
non edge was wanting, they were Reprobates. It was not 
me, Enough to know him born of the Virgin, and to in- 
pro- freaſe in Wiſdom and Stature, and in Favour with 
Pod and Men, do many outward Miracles, preach 
any excellent Sermons, give forth many divine and 
awenly Precepts, go up and down doing Good, 
ffering by, for, and becauſe of Sin and Sinners, 


we ing, Riling and Aſcending into the Glory of his 
ie $4 ither. It was not ſufficient to know and believe : 
ae th Hiſtory and Truth of theſe Things, in the | hy —4 
thicy e Times, neither is it now; but thou muſt alſo 
leaſt No and experience him in his ſpiritual Appearance, 
es in wer and Operation inwardly, and perſevere therein 

dhe End of the Work thereof; without which, 


„a wilt be as formal a Chriſtian under the Profeſſion 

and Cbriſt, and as much rejected in the Account of | 
„ . as the outward Je was, when he kept in the 
64 ward Practice and Form of Religion, and cried 
W the Temple of the Lord and its Holineſs out- 


br W dly, while he himſelf was a Temple of Unholineſs, 
and . leanneſs and Corruption. | 1587 
lieve, dear Friend and fellow Traveller, that we mar 


co the Fod of our Race, and be certain of the 
| Nen; that we may fight, not as thoſe that heat 
* Air, but as thoſe that go on conquering and to 
Chriſt auer, keeping under all that would inder us from 


1 : 
after running 
1 


DB 


running well to the End, and that would deprive us 
of the Crown, and betray us into the Hand of our 
Enemies; that we may do this, let us always re- 
member the Sayings of the Apoſtle Paul, who was 
a wiſe experienced Traveller, and an able Miniſter 
of the new Covenant. 1 Cor. ix, I ſo run, not as {4 
uncertainly; I ſo fight, not as one that beateth the * 
Air; but 1 keep under my Body, and bring it into 
Subjection, lejt that by any means, when I have preached \ 9 1 
10 others, I myſelf become a Caſt-away. In the tent! 
Chapter he gives an Inſtance of the Jews, who were 1 
Baptized into Moſes in the Cloud, and in the Sea, and 
eat of the ſpiritual Meat, and drank of the ſpiritual ® 3 
Drink, even of the ſpiritual Rock that followeth them, © 8” 
which Rock was Chriſt ; yet were overthrown in the © I 
Wilderneſs, and deſtroyed of the Deſtroyer , becauſe ® 
when they did eat and drink, they roje up to play, and 
luſted 3 4 evil Tbings; now (faith he) theſe Things | I h 
bappened unto them / al Enſamples, and they are N 
written for our Admonition or Learning, upon when 

the Ends of the World are come; 15 I let bin 
that thinketh he ſtands, take heed left be fall, Pom 
which Sayings, with our own Experience, we may 
'obſcrve and conclude, That it is the Duty of Teachers 3 
and Preachers, Hearers and 8 Eaters and 
Drinkers, even in the ſpiritual D nſation, to take! 1 
heed that they run well to the Ea. that they fight 
well to the End, that they eat and drink worthily, "8 
leſt Judgment overtake them while the Meat is in 
their Mouths ; even as it hath ſome in this Genera- 
tion, who after they Knew God, did not glorify him 
as God, but became vain in their Imaginations ; and * 
their fooliſh Hearts have deceived them to that de. 


7 
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gree, that under the very Form and Profeſſion o 
Chriſt, in his ſpiritual Appearance and Work in the 
inward Parts, they oppoſc and reſiſt the Thing it{cl; i 
both in themſelves and others; and the Miſt and 
er of Iniquity hath ſo wrought i in them, tha 
the 
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they cannot ſee nor underſtand the ſame. This ſore 
Evil all ſhall certainly eſcape, who make it their 
daily Practice to walk in the Fear of the Lord, 
and to keep their Minds exerciſed in his Law, medi- 
tating upon his Mercies and Judgments, new and 
old, paſt and preſent ; ſo doing, no Evil can prevail 
nor overtake ſuch unawares. Haw 

So, dear Friend and Reader, whoſe Good, in write- 
ed ing I chiefly aim at, I defire thee to be weighty and 


th 238 ſerious in reading, as I have been in writing, and thou 


re wilt find the Benefit and Comfort thereof, as I have 
nd done, miniſtred into thy own Boſom ; and thou wilt 


not only clearly perceive and underſtand the Difference 
between the light careleſs reading, hearing, profeſſing 
and talking of good Things, and the ſerious weighty 
Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of them; but alſo betwixt 
1d the Beginning, Progreſs and. End of the Work of 
1g5 God in the new Creation, Reſtoration, Regeneration 


are and Salvation. 
on . So to the Grace of God which leadeth unto Glory, 
im and from one Degree of Glory unto another, I do 


om 1 heartily commend thee; which Grace is able and 
ay ſufficient to teach thee all Good, and preſerve thee 
ers from all Evil; and in the fame I remain thy Friend 
nd Wy and Brother, | 
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W. SHEWEN, 
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MeprTaTIONs and errang. 


as to the Nature of it, nor to make any one Diſciple, 


him one Step in the Regeneration. 


Ability and Wiſdom witneſſed to read in the Book | 3 
of Life, wherein all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 


ſtumbles not. This Eye and Light within, is that 


| 786 1 
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I. T is a precious. Thing to. know, what the 3 N 

| Croſs of Chriſt is, and how to take it up, and | 
make Uſe of it ; for indeed, it is no leis than 0e L 
Power that crucifie Sin, and ſaves from it; which 
Chriſtendom being ignorant of, ſets up ſomething elſe 
inſtead thereof, and ſo Sin remains alive uncrucified, 
and Salvation is wanted; for it is not all the gold, 1 
ſilver, and wogden Croſſes, nor voluntary Humility, 
in the whole World, that is able to crucity one Sin, 


nor enable to watch with Chriſt one Hour, nor follow 


IT. Te is a bleſſed State, to know the Eye of the i 
Mind (not only opening, but) gpened 3 thereby is 


Knowledge are hid ; and he or ſhe that knoweth this 2 1 
Light ſhining, this Eye opened in them, walks and 


which Cbriſtendom deſpiſeth and rejecteth, therefgee Þ 
walks in Darkneſs and ſtumbleth, and knoweth not 
whither they go. Whilſt we ourſelves did ſo, we il 
were Darkneſs and walked in it, and our Feet ſtum- R$ 
bled upon the dark Mountains. 9 
That which ſhut and ſtopped this Eye, and 
darkned this Light within, in the Beginning, was Sin 9 
and Tranſgreſſion, whereby Mankind loſt the Sight 4 
and Enjoyment of his Creator. And this I teſtify⸗, 
That no People upon the Face of the Earth, come 
to witneſs this Eye of the Mind opened again, but as WW 
they come to experience that Power in themſelves 8 
which 
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BY 5 
Which crucifies Sin, ahd faveth and redeemeth out of 


Tranſgreſſion, and are alſo obedient and ſubject unto 
it, and know the Work thereof accompliſhed, 


III. The Remembrance of the firſ# Day's Work is 
very precious, even the Separation of the Light froth 
the Darkneſs within, whereby we came to knoweach, 
its Name and Nature, and to have our Minds turned 
From the Darkneſs within, to the Light within ; from 


the Power of Satan within, to the Power of God 


within ; from the Teachers and Books wi“ bout, to 
the Grace, the Anointing, the true Teacher within. 
'The Remembranee of this 1s very precious : And now 
what remains, but that we walk in this Light, that 
we may be Children of it indeed, and that we be 
always obedient to this Power, and learning of this 
Anointing, till we are fully learned. It is the Sub- 
ſtance of all; it is the End of all Words and Write- 


= -: ings; yea, it is the End of all the Diſpenſations of 


XX God fince the Beginning. 


IV. The precious Light which ſhineth in the 
Heart, is the everlaſting Day of God, in which he 
walks, and in which he works. Bleſſed are thoſe 
that walk with him, and work with him ; they can 
tell of his mighty Acts, and ſpeak of his wonderous 
Works. Thofe that walk in this Light, and are 
become Children of this Day, are Witneſſes of the 
true everlaſting Worſhip, which is in tbe Spirit and in 


| the Trulb. Such are come to the Subſtance and End 


of all the legal Adminiſtrations 'and Temple Worſhip, 


Which conſiſted much in daily killing, and daily 
offering of Bullocks, Rams and Lambs, Sc. Now 


thoſe that are come to the Worſhip in Spirit, witneſs 
a daily dying, and a daily offering, till Death is known, 
and the Offering once for all witneſſed. Such know, 


MT that it is eaſier to kill a Bullock or a Ram outwardly, 


than to Kill or mortify the beaſtly Nature within: 
7 S | And 


118] 


And it is a greater Work to witneſs the Will wholly 
reſigned up into the Will of the Lord, and the 
Thoughts and Imaginations brought down into the 
== Obedience of the Croſs, than to perform the outward 
Part of Worſhip commanded. in the Law. I teſtify 
w all, that thoſe who know not the beaſtly Nature 
flain, and offered up (in themſelves) and their 
Thoughts and Wills ſubjected, are not come to the 
End of the Law, nor from under it, nor to the one 
: everlaſting Offering, Chrift Jeſus. 


V. It is very precious, not only when we meet 
together, but at all Times continually, to feel owr 
Minds exerciſed by, and meditating in the Law of the 
Lord, which is ſpiritual, Thoſe that are exerciſed in 
this Law of the Spirit of Life, and walk in Obe- 
dience to it, no Evil nor Temptation ſhall prevail 
againſt ; but they will witneſs Salvation for Walls 
and Bulwarks. Some were Witneſſes of old, that the 
Law of the Lord was pure and perfect. Many are 
Witneſſes of the ſame this Day, and know it fo by 
the Operation of it; and know themſelves Subjects 
of that Law, which is ſpiritual within, which judgeth 
every vain Thought, and every idle Word, and 


State, to be meditating in this Law Day and Night. 
For I teſtify, that this Law of the Spirit of Life 
within, was Mankind's Rule, whereby he walked 
innocently and uprightly before Tranſgreſſion entered, 
and before outward Characters were invented, or be- 
fore any outward Law was written or engraved on 
Tables of Stone. To this again are many called, 
and many are coming, and come; and for ever 
bleſſed are thoſe that walk herein, and are ruled 


thereby. 


. ruenledre of Teſts Chrip is very 
precious; to know him as he was before Abrabam 
| Was, 


bringeth down every vain Imagination. It is a bleſſed | 
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[ 9] 
was, and to know the Knowledge of him after the 
Fleſh paſs away. Such know him to be the Tree of 
Life, which grows in the midſt of the Garden of 
= God, fit under his Shadow with great Delight, and 
his Fruit is ſweet to their Taſte, - They that eat 
© thereof, know that Food which the World is ignorant 
” of, and is beyond Words. Fruit and Eating are more 
than Words. Such are come to witneſs the goſpel 
* Promiſes fulfilled, and they need no Man to teach 
them; no Man need to ſay to his Neighbour, Know 
tze Lord; for the Knowledge of him abounds in 
their Hearts, F 
*Z That which makes the Meetings of the Righteous 
do differ from all the Meetings in the World, is to 
feel Jeſus the Saviour in the midſt of them, and to 
feel their Hearts and Minds in Unity and Fellowſhi 
XX with him. This Feeling and Knowing, wine 
X all Words and Profeſſions ; for, for a Time Chriſt's 
very Diſciples did not ſo know him, whilſt he was 


x "IF 0 7 
with them in that prepared Body; therefore a 
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Remnant can call that Day bleſſed, wherein their 
Minds were turned from the Darkneſs within, to the 

Light within, which reveals and makes Chriſt mani- 
feſt again, as he was with the Father before the World 
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-„ELarib, bebolding 'the Evil and the Good; even that 
n Eye which ſearcheth the Heart, and trieth the Reins, 
J, nd ſheweth to Man his Thoughts. Our Happineſs 
cr Fonſiſteth in this, that we have a Teſtimony within 
d Purſelves, that our Hearts are upright and fincere in 

Ihe Sight of this Eye. This was it which God had 

Reſpect unto in all Ages; for when his choſen People 
ry e Jews degenerated from Uprightneſs of Heart, 
% potwithſtanding they kept in the outward Perform- 
ces and Obſervations, as keeping appointed Feaſts, 
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veto Maons, and Sub ball days, ſolemn Aſſemblies, kill. 
ing, and offering Sacriſ ces, Ke. yet all theſe Things, 
while their Hearts tre gone aſtray from him, and 
were not upright and ſinoere in the Sight of this Eye 
of the Lord, their Performances were not accepted, 
but were Abomination unto him. 

It is a precious Fhing to witneſs, that our Hearts, 
are, upright in the Sight of the Lord, or before his 
Eye, that runs to and fro through the Earth; that 
that Sin may never overtake us, which overtook. 1 
the eus of old, vis. Jo keep the outward Form, and. 
loſe the Power. Our ſolemn Aſſembling, our Form 
of ſound Words, and our outward Demeanour, which 
the Liſe of Truth led us into at firſt; if we feel! not 
the ſame Life accompanying of us, and preſerving us 
in it, that we may be a living People, walking up- 
rightly. before the Lord; I ay, without this, all is 
vain and unprofitable. | 

It is the honeſt aridvupright Heart thesii is the good 
Ground, where the Seed of the Kingdom grows and 
proſpers, and. brings forth acceptable Fruit. 


VIII. It is a very precious Fhing, - to witneſs a 
true Wailing upon tbe; Lord. Many: great and glorious 
Promiſes are made to thoſe that truly wait upon him. 
They that wait upon the Lord ſhall want no good Thing : 
This, to witneſs: and enjoy, is the Subſtance of all. 
While we' waited: upon invented Means, Men and: 
Books, upon our on Thoughts and: Imaginations,. 
our own Wiſdom: and Underſtanding, we wanted 
the good Things; theſe were not ſufficient to lead us. 
to the Knowledge, nor the Enjoyment of them. 

Hereby may all Chriſtendom (fo called) be tried 
and judged, even by this one Word; they pretend 
a Worſhipping and: Waiting upon the Lord, but they 
want the good Fhings, and the evil. Things. abound 
amonglt them; ſo they are hereby found falſe Wit- 
_ who ſay they wait upon the Lord, and he hath. 
not 
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not fulfilled his Promiſes to them. A Remnant are 
at this Day true and faithful Witneſſes, that the Lord 
is faithful, juſt and true to his Promiſes, and that he 
hath fitted and furniſned them with the heavenly 
Treaſures, the good Things of his Kingdom, as they 
truly wait upon him. This Waiting doth not begin 
when our ſolemn Meetings begin, neither doth it end 
with them, but remaineth always. Pa 2 
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IX. The Trutb in itſelf is very precious, and the 
Revelation and Knowledge of it in our Hearts, is 
alſo very precious. It is in this Truth, that God is 
= worſhipped with that Worſhip which is more accept- 


er. 2 bY & © 


nate Affections, and alſo removes the Ground from 
whence all Evil ſprings. 220 

The Revelation and Knowledge of this Truth, 
brings into that Righteouſneſs which exceeds, the 
Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees; it makes 
clean the Inſide. All the Knowledge and Religion in 
the World, makes clean but the Outſide at moſt; 
— this the Inſide, and then the Outſide will be clean 
alſo. | 

Oh! what a Lamentation may be taken up for 
the greater part of Mankind, who are not only 
Strangers to the Revelation and powerful Operation 
of the Truth in the inward Parts, but alſo through the 
Wiles of the Enemy of their Souls everlaſting Peace, 
are begotten into a Belief, That it is impoſſible to witneſs 
a clean Inſide, and to be delivered from all Evil on this 
Side the Grave. They are eaſily: perſwaded, that the 
Enemy of their Souls is ale near them, ready 50 
= 4 


22 
8 
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able than all the Worſhips in the World, whoſe 

” IE Workippers profeſs the Tuib in Words, but know 

it not, neither are they made free by it; ſo are found - 
"RF falſe Worſhippers and falſe Witneſſes; for the Reve- 
lation and Knowledge of the Truth brings to Free- 

1 dom, Freedom from Sin; gives Power over , vain 
Thoughts, over Paſſions, over the Will and inordi, 
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the right Hand and on the left, to draw them aſide 
into the Way wherein they ought not to walk; but 
have no Knowledge nor Faith in the heavenly Truth, 


- - Virtue and Power preſent, which is able to fave out 


of all Temptations, and to deliver out of the Snares 
of Satan; and therefore are taken captive at his 
Pleaſure. 

In this State we ourſelves were ; but now the 
Knowledge of the Truth is come, and the powerful 
Operation of it we are Witneſſes of. Let us perſe- 
vere and walk in the fame, that we may witneſs the 
End of its Work, which is to finiſh and make an 
End of Sin, and bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs. 
This is the Subſtance of all, and the End of the 
Truth revealing itſelf, 

Now in the preſent Senſe and Enjoyment of the 
Revelation and Knowledge of the powerful Opera- 
tion of the Truth within, in our own Hearts, we 
cannot but call to mind the Days paſt, in which the 
Lord waited to be gracious unto us, and followed us 
with his Mercies and with his Judgments ; often 
knocked at the Door of our Hearts, and often ap- 

ared unto us, though we knew him not; and his 
Long: ſuffering was great, wherein he waited to ſhew 
himſelf kind and gracious unto us, ſtanding at the 
Door till his Locks were wet with the Drops of the 
Night, and we let him not in, neither receiv'd 
his Kindneſs, becauſe we neither knew him, nor his 
Love, Se. | | thy 
But now he hath revealed himſelf unto us, he hath 
ppened that Eye that can ſee him, and our Hearts to 
receive him, and 1s come to make his Abode with 
us. Oh! Friends, how are we engaged to walk 
anſwerable to this great Love, which we are made 
Partakers ot! Indeed wwe love him, becauſe be firſt 
loved us. We wait upon him, becauſe he firſt waited 
upon us. May not we ſay, as ſome of old faid, 
What manner of Love is this, that we ſhould be called 
* +" "=" 
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the Sons of God, and be Inheritors of ſuch precious 
Promiſes, and Poſſeſſors of the Knowledge of that one 
everlaſting Truth which makes free 
But Friends, when the Knowledge of this Truth is 
enjoyed, there is a Poſſibility of loſing it again; the 
holy Spirit which ſealeth and eſtabliſheth in it, if it be 
grieved, it will not do its Work, and a vain Thought, 
given place unto, will grieve it; an idle Word will 
grieve it: Therefore it concerns us all, to wait and 
watch in that which preſerveth and keepeth out of all 
Evil (viz. the Light) for ever and evermore. 


X. It is a bleſſed and happy State, to have he 
Teſtimony within ourſelves, that our Minds are exerciſed - 
(not only in our meeting together, but at all Times) 
in that wherein ſtands the everlaſting univerſal Wor- 
ſhip, which is not limited to Time nor Place, but is 
and ought to be in all Times and Places, even in the 
Spirit and in the Truth, 

This Worſhip is not like the Worſhips which are 
among the Sects in the World, who pretend only to 
worſhip God in certain Places and at certain Times, 
and think God is pleaſed with their pretended ſerving 
him one Day in ſeven, or one Hour in ſeven ; though 
at other Times, they are at Liberty to ſerve themſclves 
and the evil one, to ſpeak their own Words, think 
their own Thoughts, and do their own Works. 

Oh! it is lamentable to behold, when I look over 
the State of Chriſtendom, and ſee the Apoſtacy it is 
degenerated into, retaining ſomething of the Form 
but denying the Power. 450 

Here is our Bleſſedneſs and true Happineſs, that 
we have our Minds exerciſed in the heavenly Light 
that brings to, and preſerveth in the true everlaſting 
Worſhip which is inward, in the Spirit and in ibe 
Truth ; which all Temple and Jeruſalem Worſhip out- 
wardly at certain Times, and ſet Places, were but a 
Type and Figure of, This Worſhip in the Spirit and 
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im the Truth, is the ** it is the Subſtance of 
all thoſe typical, temporary Worſhips Oh ! my 
F riends, let none of us be found out of this everlaſt- 
ing univerſal Worſhip, which doth not begin when 
we meet together to wait upon the Lord a few Hours, 
to be refreſned together in the Senſe of his Preſence; 
neither doth it end when we part. 

And Friends, this reſts upon my Spirit to teſtify, 
chat none can enjoy true Bleſſedneſs and ſpiritual 
Conſolation to their Souls, farther than they have a 
Teſtimony in themſelves, that they walk in the pre- 
cious everlaſting Light that now ſhineth, To this 
Light our Minds were at firſt turned, in which God 
dwells,. and in which the Worſhip in Spirit and Truth 
is learned and performed, in this Age as in Ages paſt, 
The Way is, and hath been throughout all Genera- 
tions, O N E, and it is a plain Path-way 3 the way- 
faring Man, though a Fool, eannot err in it. 

In this Light, many are now Witneſſes that God 
loved them, even while Sinners againſt him; and 
that in the Days of their Darkneſs and Ignorance he 
waited upon them, to ſhew himſelf gracious! unto 
them; though then they had no Faith in him, no 
Eſteem for Him, neither could they ſee any Comli- 
neſs in him, his Viſage being more marr*d than a 
Mars. Thus he appeared, till the Light within 
ſhined. out of the Darkneſs within, and gave the 
Knowledge of his Glory; which as they walked in, 
they became living Witneſſes of his Power in Salva- 
tion, Redemption, and Tranflation- from Darkneſs 
and the Power of Satan within, to the marvelous 
Light and Power of God - within; out of the cor- 
rupt Nature and Degeneration, into the pure divine 
Nature and Regeneration; and ſo became Plants 
and Trees of Rigliteouſneſs, bearing Fruit unto God, 
and giving him the Glory and Praiſe of all his Works, 
Who alone is: worthy throughout all Generations, for 
over and evermore. 


XI. It 
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NI. It is a bleſſed State, always to hue in the Senſe 
ate Feeling of that Love which firſt viſited us, wherein 
ouniMinds were turned to the Light which ſhined in 
the Darkneſs ; for we were then Darknefs ; which 


Light then made manifeft and revealed unto us the Gift 
Cad given to us, which is compared to a little Lea- 


ven, to a Grain of Seed, to a Pearl hid in the Field, Sc. 


It is precious to know the Leaven io work, the Seed to 
grow, the Field to be purchaſed, and the Pear] found, 
bought and poſſeſſed: * This is more dah amd 
Profeſſion, . - 


No can many * n of old, We | 


are come unto him as unto a living Stone, elect and 
Previous, and, we are kept by the Power of him unto 
Salvation; and oe are in bim in whom there is no Con- 
demnatiom: Thus to read and witneſs the Scriptures, 

is beyond all the Talk and Notions that are in the 
World which lies in Wackoduels where the GY 
Condemnation is. 

As we continually. live in the Senſe” and Feelin 
of that precious Love which at firſt ſought us our, 
and pulled ſome of us as Brands out of the Fire, 
and: others as Swine wallowing in the Mire; as we 
remain ſenſible of this Love, we ſhall feel our Hearts 
more and more engaged to walk ' worthy! of it; . aud 
nut aul) profeſs Grace, but live unden it; not only pro- 
Feli MLigbt, but wall in it, that: we- may be perfect 
Children of it for if we live not the Life of what 
we profe ſs, ſorer Judgments will purſue us than many 
others, who are called as we are, but have not taſted 
of the heavenly Power as we have. Therefore it 
concerns us to:be watchful, and retain our firſt Love; 
for:4t 1s poſſible, aſter the Houſe 1s ſwet and gar 
niſdedl, and tbe uucitan Spirits caſt forth, that they may 
reuunn and entor again. Therefore it is very precious, 
not only to know that bleſſed Power that * caſteths 
forth the unclean Spirit, and weepeth and garniſheth 
* Houte with:heayenly Treaſures; but alſo.to nn 

and 


* = * =  £* 
_ - . * 2. — 
7 r P "= 
. „ 
IN > a of 2 f = . 
DDr 
: ” = 
N _—_— ... 19 
- "= 
R 5 
* 


— 


tinguiſheth us from the divers Sects in Chr 
being preſerved in the. Power, and not a talking of it 
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and abide in the ſame, by it to be preſerved from 
being defiled again. This is the . Subſtance of the 
Chriſtian Religion. This is the End of all miniftring, 
ſpeaking and writing. This is more than hearing 
ten thouſand Sermons. Let us always remain in the 
Feeling of, and Obedience to this Power, and we 
ſhall never fall. | 


XII. It is more than Words can expreſs, 10 feet 
and enjoy that wherein the Kingdom of Heaven ſtands. 
It is written in the holy Scriptures, That the 
Kingdom of Heaven ſtands not in Meats and Drinks, 
and outward Waſhings , but in the Power and 
Joy of the holy Spirit. To enjoy this, is the Sub- 


ſtance of all; but none come to receive the Joy of 


the holy Spirit, but ſuch only who are kept by the 
Power in which the Kingdom ſtands; which Power 
preſerveth from Evil, and keepeth from falling into 
Temptation. Many may come to the Knowledge 
of this Power, and may profeſs it, and have ſome 
Faith in it; (which is beyond all notional Sectarians 
in Chriſtendom) yet if they live not obedient to it, 
and witneſs a being kept by it to the End, they come 
not to be Children of this Kingdom, nor to ſit down 
in it, nor enjoy the Comfort and Pleaſures thereof. 

The bare Profeſſion and Knowledge of the Power 
is little worth, but a being preſerved by it ; for if 


any enter into Evil and Temptation, ſuch grieve the 


holy Spirit, ſo cannot have the Joy of it, wherein 
the Kingdom ſtands. This is that which _—_ dif. 
am, a 


only. It is written in the holy Scriptures of Truth, 
that Chriſt Jeſus, the ſecond Adam, when he was 
tempted by the Devil with ſore and grievous Tempt- 
ations, eat nothing, but by the Power of his xt ach 
that dwelt in him, withſtood the Devil and all his 
Temptations ; and when he departed from him, 
| Angels 
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Angels miniſtred unto bim. This ſame Power which 
preſerveth in Temptations, and keepeth from eating 
or receiving the Bait of the Enemy or Tempter, are 
we all to witneſs in the Time of Trial and Hour of 
Temptation. 

It was the firſt Adam that eat when he was tempt- 
ed; now his eating implics a taking or letting in 
ſomething ; a giving place to the Devil's Bait, where- 
by the Temptation entered. He hungered in the Time 
of Temptation after the forbidden Fruit, and did 
not ſtand in the Power wherein the heavenly King- 
dom ſtands, which is able to preſerve, as did the 
ſecond Adam; ſo departing from this, he loſt the 
Joy of the holy Spirit, which the Kingdom ſtands in; 
as all the Children of the firſt Adam do, which have 
not Faith in that Power that ſaveth out of Tempta- 
tion. 


which we are called to the Profeſſion and Poſſeſſion of, 
viz. The Power and Joy of the holy Spirit, in which the 
Kingdom ſtands; which Power ſtrikes at the Root of 
all the Wickedneſs and Evil in the World, and is 
the Axe that is laid to the Root of the evil Tree, 


which has grown up in the Apoſtacy. This is that 


by which Chriſtendom muſt be reformed. No ſound 
Reformation but by this in- the particular, and in the 
general. | | 

Friends are Witneſſes, and many could ſeal it with 
their Lives, that there is no other Way nor Means, 
appointed of God, to come to fit down in the King- 
dom of Heaven, nor to attain everlaſting Salvation, 
but by believing in the Power of God within, in the 
Light of Chriſt within, to which our Minds have 
been directed. Indeed, among the many Sects in 
Chriſtendom, there are divers other Means and Ways 
invented and ſet up; but we know them all to be 
Vanity. We have tried and proved them, and 


know there is nothing of Worth in them. We are 


OW 


This is the Subſtance of the Cbriſtian Religion, 
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adorn our Profeſſion; for if any, that profeſs this 
Scandal to it; and lay a Stumbling- block in the 


deſart howling Wilderneſs. The Day of ſuch will 


Learning; and it is profitable to meditate and con- 


Land. And many may in this Age fall ſhort'as they 


es 7 


now come to the true and living Way, the ancient 
Path, in which the Righteous in all Ages ever walked. 
Now this remains, that we always feel our Hearts 

engaged to walk in this Way, and to keep ſenſible of 
that Power which ſaveth from Evil, that we may 


everlaſting Way, enter into Temptation, or commit 
Evil, they do not adorn their Profeſſion, but are a 


Way of others, who are where we were, when 
wandering in defolate Places, and travelling in the 


be turned into Darkneſs, and the Curſe due to him 
that lays a Stumbling-block in the Way of the Blind, 
and that mer him out of ins WAY» will fall pon 
him. Q 
Therefore it concerns all to be 8 A per- 
ſevere in that which is good, to be as Lights of the 
World indeed, and as the Salt of the Farth indeed; 
that we may never leave ſhining, nor loſe our Savour. 
Whatſoever was writ aforetime, was writ for our 


ſider, that many in former Ages had much Expe 
Tience of the Power and Preſence of the Lord, * 
many of his wonderous Works, and travelled throu h 
the red Sea and Wilderneſs, to the Borders of the 
promiſed Land; yet through Murmuring and Diſo- 
bedience entered not therein, nor did not enjoy the 
End of the Lord in bringing them out of Egyyt's 


did, if we walk not cloſe with the Lord, and learn 
by what is written to take Warning, leſt by Diſobe- 
dience and Unbelief, we fall ſhort of receiving the 
great Recompence of Reward. 


XIII. The Bread of the Kingdom, is the Toy of | 
the holy Spirit felt and known within, which fatisfieth | 
and refreſheth the Soul, This is the Bread which | 

comes 


comes down from Heaven. The Shew-bread, in the 


1 2p ] 


outward Temple, was a Type and Figure of this 
Bread, which is indeed the Antitype and Subſtance 
thereof. The Table of the Lord, in the outward 
Temple of the Lord, was always furniſhed with out- 


ward Bread: As we witneſs our Bodies the Temple 
of the Lord, we ſhall always enjoy this Bread, which 
that was but the Type and Shadow of, and is not 


eaten of only at a Meeting, but continually. This is 
the Bread that filleth and ſatisfieth the Hungry, when 


:Huſks and all outſide Things cannot. 


XIV. Many are living Witneſſes m this Day, as 


of old, that the Foundation of God ſtands ſure ; and 


that this Foundation, as now made manifeſt, was the 


Foundation of the Righteous in all Ages ; that the 


Light, Grace and Spirit of -God - within ( which 
mixeth not with vain Thoughts and evil Imagina- 
tions, but diſcovers them and judgeth them) is this 
Foundation. This is the Stone the wiſe Maſter- 
builders, and all the Sects in Chriſtendom, reject and 
deſpiſe, and cry up other Stones, and invent other 
Foundations, according to the Imaginations of their 
own Hearts. f 
No it is a bleſſed Thing, and the Duty of every 
Particular, to witneſs themſelves living Stones, built 
upon this Foundation, and to have. their Hearts and 
Minds united to it, and framed with it. 


XV. The ſame Grace, the ſame Anointing, 
which was the Saints Teacher in the primitive Times, 
is revealed and witneſſed in this our Day and Time. 
It is a bleſſed Thing always to learn of him; for many 
that have come to the Revelation of this Teacher, 
not waiting low in that which did reveal him, that 
Self might be made of no Reputation, and the Will 
and felfiſh Spirit brought down, have been deceived, 
and have learned of the falſe Teacher, the Antichriſt, 
it; ; inſtead 


ES 


inftead of the true, yet under the Name of the true; 
this hath happened in ſome among ourſelves, ſince we 
were a People; for this know, that no People ever 


worſhipped the Whore the Mother of Harlots, the 
Beaſt, falſe Prophet and Antichriſt, under thoſe 


Names and Denominations; but being deceived, 
gave them good Names, and believed her to be the 
true Woman, the Lamb's Wife, the true Prophet, 
and the true Chriſt. This hath been the State of all 
the Apoſtates in Chriſtendom; for as the Myſtery of 
Godlineſs is great, ſo is the Myſtery of Iniquity great 
allo ; and there is none but thoſe that come truly to 
learn of the Grace of God, the Anointing within, 
that are able to diſcern between the one and the 


other. 


Therefore is it precious always to learn of the Grace 
and Anointing, and to walk in the Light which our 


Minds were at firſt directed to; this reveals the deep 
* hings of God, and finds out the hidden Things of 


Eſau. | | 
The very Remembrance of the Time wherein our 


Minds were turned from the Ways, Inventions and 


Teachings of Men without, to the Light, Grace and 
Anointing within, is very precious ; for hereby we 
are made Partakers of a Meaſure of the ſame Wif- 


dom and Revelation, which John wrote his Book of 


the Revelation in. The fame Spirit which he was 
led by, to give Names to Things according to their 
Nature, and not according to Appearance, is now 
again witneſſed, The great Whore the Mother of 
Harlots, the Beaſt and falſe Prophet, and the golden 
Cup that is held forth to the Nations, the Antichriſt 
in the Temple, and the great red Dragon that Jobn 
ſaw in Heaven, by the ſame Spirit are now revealed 
and judged ; and as we keep our Hearts and Ears 
open to this Teacher, we can never be deceived by 
them again, | 


- 
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All the nominal Profeſſors and Sects in Chriſtendom, 
who learn not of this Teacher, ate ſo far deceived, 


that they believe the Whore is the Lamb's Wife, 


and her golden Cup, the Cup of Bleſſing, and ſo ate 


greedily drinking of it; not diſcerning the falſe Pro» 
phet and Antichriſt from the true, becauſe he gets 


into the Temple of God, and cloaths himſelf like 


unto an Angel of Light, and like unto the true 


Chriſt: Such take the great red Dragon, that ap- 
in Heaven, to be the Lamb of God. 

Therefore it is a bleſſed Thing, always to keep 
our Minds ſtayed, and our Feet walking in the hea- 
venly Light that now ſhineth, which reveals the true 
Teacher, that teacheth and diſcovers all Things, and 
gives to ſee to the Ground and Foundation of Things; 
to diſcern Spirits ; and keeps out of that wherein the 
Myſtery of Iniquity prevails. 

All the Teachings of Men and Books in the World, 
are but Droſs and Dung in compariſon of this divine 
Teacher the Light, Spirit and Grace of God within. 
This was Man's Teacher and Guide before Books 
were written; before an outward Law was written; 
and this I teſtify, in the Word of the Lord, that the 
Teachings. of all Men, Books and Writings, which 
tend not to direct the Mind of Mankind to this divine 
Teacher within, are vain and, unprofitable, and pro- 
ceed from that Wiſdom which is earthly, ſenſual and 
deviliſh ; and all that lend an Ear unto it, are capti- 
vated in the Myſtery of Iniquity ; ever learning, and 
never able to come to the Knowledge of the Truth 
which makes free, ſo long as they abide under ſuch 
by 7 living Witneſſes, that as th 

y are li i , that as they gave u 
to be taught, 1 T9 guided by the true Teacher 
(the Light, Spirit, Grace and Anointing within) they 
toon became wiſer than all their former Teachers. 
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XVI. The fame everlaſting Power, which pre- 
Aren the Rightebus in all 8 paſt out of Evil, 
and from falling into Temptations, is uo revealed 
und witneſſed i in this bur Day and Age; even the ſame 
Power and Arm of Salvation that preſerved Foſeph 


and Jas in Egypt; and Fob. in al b his Trials and 


3 tions; and Danirl and the three Children, and 
> pfimitive Prophets and Cbriſtians, out of all 
the lier] Trials, Adults and e 4 of, Satan they 
met, withal. 
„ Thleerefore it RY ecke Thing to de tuly 15. 
cainted with this Power; and always to live in the 
Senſe of it; for it 712 that People may come 
to the Knowledge of this Power, and make a Pro- 
Toh of 1 it, an witneſs Salvation and Redemption 
by it, in a great meaſure; yet if they wait not low 
ir Minds, till it his: fully. wrought tle Work 


Br aGa and Redemption in them, or wholly 


Prougut every Thought and E into th 
Obedience of Chriſt, ſubdued their own Wills and 
ſelfih Spirit, and khow Self made of no Reputation 
and naled to the Croſs; I fay, without this, they 
"may fall into the Snare of the Devil again, be cap- 


tivated and led into Temptation again : For it is 
about ſuch, the Tempter and Deſtroyer goes like u 


roaring Lion ſeeking to devour, even thoſe, out of 
whom he hath been caſt- and di 1 777 It is writ- 
ten, He rules in the Hearts of the Children of Diſobe- 
dience. He needs not go about ſuch, being got Wem 
them ; there he is in his Thronee 
But it is about the Righteous, out of W he 
hath been caſt, he goeth, who are redeemed from 
under his Power, and tranſlated out of his King- 
dom; it is againſt ſuch he appears not only like a 
roaring Lion, but as a ſubtil- Serpent, and Anget 'of 
Light alfo: 
Therefore It is a bleſſed Thing, * to pre 
in the Senſe, Knowledge and Ferling of this ancient 
Power, 


bim; and dighted us, when ve were Darkneſs 
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Power, which alone ſaveth and delivereth in the midit 
of all Trials and Beſetments of the evil one, (as the 
Eye of the Mind and Underſtanding is fixed upon it, 
no Temptation can prevail) tand to know thy 'Fauh 
increaſed in it; for 1 Faith in this Power of God is 
compared tb à Shield, which is able to quench all 
the fiery Darts of che Devil, and to N Winder eat 


mim. 2 Mt $7 -OJ 


Now that ns our Miſery and: Loſs /in'ithe 
Time of our Ignorance and Darkiiefs,” is the Miſety 
and -Loſs of all the Sects in Gbriſtendom, and of all 
Mankind. We had no Faith in the Power of God, 
in che itir-of God, whichiconvinceth the World of 
(Sin, We did not believe, chat the ame Hand of 
— tkat ſmote us for Sin and Tranſgreſſion, was 
able and ſufficient to heal us; meither did we — * 

the Strivings of God's Spirit within z neitfier: did we 
give heed to him. that ſtood at the Doon of» our 
Hearts and knocked, who dong waited upon us, 00 
ſhew himſelf gracious unto us; and was as: Light 
ſhining in Darleneſs but we regarded it not und fo 
dd not know the!Virtue and powerful of 
at. In this unbelięving diſobedient State, we! were 
Children bf Wrath as well as others, but having ob- 
Tained Merch to he faithful, we have nowz in the 


State above, Jeſt all the World Captivared, /by-reafon 


of their Unbelief and Hardneſs of Heart. *. ez 

4 Add hereih is the. Lovegανα ,d Kindneſv and 
9 5 of God manifeſt, in that he loved us, lüle 
we were Enemies; and waited to ſhew himſclf gra- 
eioùs unto us, While We were Sinners ; and to be 
reebnolledunto us, when we were in Rebellion _— 


often called yifter us, when e were running - — 
him; and was near and ready to teach us, When we 
3 and did not deſire the Knowledge of 

8. In this was the exceeding Love of God 


mane to us then, and is the ſame to all the World 


D 2 4 now. 
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now. His Love is univerſal to all, as is teſtified in 
the holy Scriptures ; God ſo loved the World, that he 


- . gave his only begotten Son a Light into the World, that 


whoſoever klieveth in him ou, not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life. 

It is very precious to walk in this Light, which 
doth reveal the Love and Kindneſs. of God.” and brings 
to the Knowledge and Experience of the Means of 
Salvation which he hath appointed; and to the 
Feeling of that Power which ſaveth from falling into 
Temptation, even the fame Power which — 
Jeſus when he was tempted in the Wilderneſs. Now 
if any, that are come to the Knowledge and Profeſſion 
of this Power, are not preſerv'd by it from falling into 
Temptation, and delivered from Evil, ſuch are not 
obedient nor faithful to it, fo do not dem their Pro- 
feſſion; Such do not glorify the Power, but are as Spots 
in our Feaſts, and a Scandal to the Goſpel of Peace, 
and Enemies lo the n of Chriſt, tobich is the Power 
of God 10 Salvation. 

Now thofe that live in this ww, and walk in 
this Power, and are obedient to this Power, are the 
wiſeſt, happieſt and ſafeſt People in the World; 
bleſſed ow all the Families of the Earth. Bleſſed 
with an hundred Fold in this World, and in the 
World to come, Life everlaſting. Such are as the 
Salt of the Earth which ſeaſoneth all Things, as a 
City on a Hill which cannot be hid, e „ 
of the World indeed. 


XVII. Many are living Witneſſes, 0 the Law 
of the Spirit of Life Life, unto whick their Minds have been 
directed, is pure and perfett. N youu! it ſo by 
its O n in rei which ev ance 
of A g een 

It is the Happineſs of every Particular, to have the 
Witneſs or Teſtimony within themſelves, that they 
love this Law, * meditate in it Day and 


Night. 
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Night. Ob / ſaid one of old, how I love thy Law ! 
It is only thoſe that love it, that are true Witneſſes 
of its Purity and Perfection; for it is poſſible, that 
a Perſon or People may not only profeſs and talk of 
this Law, but come to ſome Knowledge of it alſo, 
and yet not love it, nor meditate in it, nor feel the 
Power and Peace of it. 
| Thoſe that love the Law of God, are converted, 
and made wiſe unto Salvation by it; ad tho their 
Enemies are very 2 and very nigh alſo, yet 
they cannot prevail Þ inſt them that love this Law. 
They are the th ro” of all the Families of 
the Earth. No Evil prevails againſt ſuch ; and as 
hath been witnefled of Pe WUZ, (Great . have 
thoſe that love thy Law, So thoſe are living Witneſſes 
of the ſame great Peace in this Age, _ love the 
Law, which is Light. Thy Law is Light, ſaid one. 
He that loves the Light, brings his Deeds unto it, 
by it to be tried and judged; and after this, the 
great Peace is wi inefſed, Peace is the Reward of 
thoſe that love the Law of God ; Peace in the inward. 
Parts, even the Peace of God, which the World 
cannot give nor take away. 

This one Word or Sentence may try all the Sects 
in Chriſtendom, and others who Prosch themſelves 
Lovers of the Law of God, yet have not Peace in. 
their Dwellings ; theſe have not the Anſwer of a 

Conſcience, which keeps void of Offence to- 
wards God and Man ; have not that Peace which 
paſſeth the Underſtanding of Man in the Fall ; know 
not their Hearts and Minds kept by. it ; but are 
found in the evil-doing, where the Tribulation and 
Anguith is, and in that Fear which brings Torment. 
So where the doing of Evil is, the Law is not loved. 
Let thy Talk and Profeſſion be what it will, what is 
written is infallibly true, He that doth Evil bates the. 
Light ; and he hates the Light is wicked, to 
whom there is no „ the Law being no Light 

3 to 
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to bis Feet, nor Lanthorn to his Path. He walls 
in Darkneſs and ſtumbles, and knows not at what i 


and in the End lies down in Sorrow. 


Therefore is it very good for every Particular not: | 
only to know the Law of God, but alſo to live in the 
Senſe and Love of this Law at all Times; when _ 
are about their common Occaſions in the World, 
well as in their ſolemn Aſſemblings before. the — 
The Love of this pure Law of the jr. of Life, 
which judgeth every Appearance of Evil, makes 
wiſe unto Salvation, wiſer. than all former Teachers 5 
and to hear, love and obey this Law, or Word in 
the Heart, is the End of all Words, outward Diſpen- 
ſations and Miniſtrations, though proceeding from the 
Power of God itſelf; for had not Mankind degene- 
rated from the Love and Obedience of this Law, or 
Command of God Tranſgreſſion had never 2 41 
neither had Sin had a Being in the Heart of. Man, 
neither had an outward Toy been added or given 
forth; that being added \becauſe of Tranſerefſion, and 
bath Power over the Tranſereſſor, ſo: long as be liveth 
diſobedient, and a Stranger to: the Lau of God: written, 


in the Table of the Heart by the Finger: of Cod; which) 


was before an outward Law was written, either in a 
Book or on Tables of Stone, and before the Cauſe of: 
it was brought forth into the World. N 


XVIIL The Day-/pring from on high hath riſted 
a Remnant, and the everlaſting Light hath and doth 
thine- out of Darkneſs in the Hearts of many in this 
Age, and they are, by the heavenly Shining thereof, 


come to the Knowledge of the Field where the pre- 


cious Pearl, or heavenly Treaſure, is hid, and to the 
Sight of that whole Werth and Beauty tranſcends all 
the Treaſures and Pleaſures this World can afford. 
None are to reſt in the bare Knowledge of the Field, 

and Sight ct the Pearl or heavenly ' reaſure ; bur 20 
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ſell all and purchaſe the Field, and dig deep en 
the Pearl. 

All the Sects i in Chriſtendom, who believe not in 
the Light within, and deſpiſe the Day of its Appear; 

e within themſelves, are ſo far from enjoying this 

heavenly Treaſure, that they are, wholly ignorant of 
the Place or Field wherein it is hid. 

This is ſealed in the Hearts of a Remnant, that 
there is no other Way, no other Means, no other 
Key to be found to open the heavenly Myſteries, nor 
to unlooſe the Seals thereof, and to lead into the En- 
joyment of the precious Pearl, Or. heavenly Treaſure, 
but the holy divine Light, Which in their Hearts hat 
appeared and ſhined gloriouſly, to the Diſcovery. 
Deſtruction ot the Man of Sin and Myſtery gf 5 
quity, which once wrought and ruled therein. Þ t 
Light they, have —— and walked, and ſeen the 

wonderous Works of the Lord in the Deep, hi E 
the People and Nations, that deſpiſe and hate 10 
walk and dwell in Darkneß, änd in the Region a 
Shadow of Death, where the Poyerty, Woe and 
Miſery is; where the ſtumbling, groping, falling, 
and wandering in deſolate Places is, where, the la- 
bouring for Vanity, and lying down in Sorrow is; 
therefore are the Hearts of ſuch greatly engaged unto 
the Lord, to walk worthy of the Riches of his Grace, 
Light and heavenly Treaſure, he hath made then 
Partakers of, ) 3 


XIX. The Li ght of the 3 Goſpel naw 
ſhineth ;, the Day of great Salvation is come, even 
the Salvation of God, which he hath prepared beloge 
the Face of all People. i 

This is the Day of great Salvation, which many 
righteous Men and Prophets ſaw afar off, and pro- 
phecied of, that is now revealed unto us. It is a 
bleſſed Thing, not only to know the Appcarance gf 
the Day of great Salvation, but to know the Joy of 
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it, the Joy of God's Salvation; and to know it as 
Walls and Bulwarks, to fave and defend not only 
From the Beſieger without, but from the Enemy 
Within alſo. ee Sd 20S ij | 
This 1s the great Salvation, which all the Sefts in 
Chriſtendom are Strangers to and ignorant of; yea, 
and the bare Profeſſors of Truth alſo, know nothing 


. of Fe Glory of it. | 
This is the glorious Light of the Goſpe}, that 
fhineth in this Day of Salvation now revealed, which 
as we walk and abide in, we ſhall-be as ſtrong as an 
Army with Banners, and witneſs Victory over our 
Enemies within, which are our greateſt Enemies. 
This is a great Salvation, to be ſaved from thinking 
dur own Thoughts, and ſpeaking our own Words, 
and doing our own Works. This is the great Salva- 
tion that brings to the Sabbath of Reſt ; to the keep- 
ng Holy-day to the Lord. One that enjoyed this 
Salvation, aſked this Queſtion ; How can we eſcape, 
if we neglect ſo great Salvation ? It is a Queſtion 
that includes an Impoſſibility; for there is no eſcaping 
Wrath to come, by thoſe that neglect this great Sal- 
vation that has now appeared unto them, there being 
no other Way nor Means appointed of God beſides 
this Goſpel Light, or great Day of Salvation, which 
re 
This is my Teſtimony, That none can receive the 
oy of God's Salvation, enter into the Sabbath of 
Reſt, or keep Holy-day to the Lord, further than 
they know a ceaſing, and a being ſaved from think- 
3 own Thoughts, following their own Wills, 
and obeying their own Wiſdomi ; for the ſelfiſh 
Thoughts that ariſe within, are the Root of Evil, 
and as the Foundation of the Kingdom of Darkneſs ; 
and the Light of this Day of Salvation, is as the Axe 
laid to the Root of the evil Tree, and will overturn 
the Foundation thereof. * 
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So it is a bleſſed Thing for People to meet and wait 
together, and walk together in this heavenly 2 
and Day of Salvation, which diſcovereth — 
every vain Thought and fooliſh Imagination, fu . — 
them, and bringeth them down into —— Obie of of 
Chriſt. - In this, as they walk and abide, they trul 
differ from all the Families of the Earth, font”? 
| Fellowſhips and Gatherings in Chriſtendom. + © 

For in this heavenl 22 Light, which jud ju TIN 
every Appearance of Evil, ſtands the true Fellow- 
ſhip and _ Unity. It is the Foundation of that 
Church, againſt which the Gates of Hell ſhall never 
prevail; as they walk and dwell therein, the Power 
of Death and Hell ſhall never break them, but they 
ſhall remain as Mount Sion, which can never be re- 
moved. In this ſtands their Happineſs and Safety: 
Out ot this, oy nn 


XX. It is a bleſſed Thing, to wait for the Appear- 
ance of him who is the Conſolation of Macl, and tor 
the Coming of his Kingdom ; but it is more bleſſed to be 
Witneſſes of his Appearance, and to know his King- 
dom come; and molt bleſſed of all, to know a ſitti 
down in it with him, in the Glory of his Father, 
our Father, his God, and our God, 


XXI. It is a bleſſed Thing, truly to mai 
wait for the Appearance of Tefus s, and to know him 
when be doth appear; I fay, this is very bleſſed ; but 
it is more bleſſed, or a greater degree of Blefſednefs, 
to be Witneſſes of his Appearance, and to join with 

him when he doth appear ; and fo to experience the 
End of his Appearance accompliſhed, abiding with 
him till it be finiſhed; truly underſtanding the End 
wherefore he doth appear, and their State and Con- 

dition at his Appearance, This is the main bs 


chiefly to be underſtood and minded throughout 
| — _ 


3 


tel 
And under, them all, he is to be carefully minded 


and regarded, thgugh it be. in his firſt or loweſt Ap- 
pearance, which.is.to convince of Sin, Self-righteouſ- 


dan Judgments, in order. to. deſtroy Sins foiſh 


Tranſgreſſion, and: bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
Except People abide. with him, and loye his Appears 
ance in the. Miniſtration of Condemnation, which 
brings Tribulation and Anguiſh upon the Soul that 
hath ſinned, they can never come to enjoy and inherit 
the Miniſtration of Life and Salvation, nor never 
come to enjoy the Glory of his ſecond Appearances 
or his Appearance the ſecond Time, without Sin unto 
Salvation. 1141 11 88 7749003 71 14 444 
This is the Loſs and Miſery of all Mankind, (and 
was our Loſs and Miſery in the Day of our Igno- 
rance) that they knaw not how to wait for the Ap- 
pearance of Chriſt, or the Coming of the juſt One' 3 
neither do they, nor did we, know him when he did 
appear; for he often appeared'untd-us, and ſtdod at 
the Door of our Hearts, and kneked, and waited ta 
ſhew himſelf gracious unto us 3 but we not knowing 
it was he, did not regard him, nor open unto him; 
Ba he was indeed the | Deſire of our Hearts, and 

im whom e longed to enjoy, and is the Deſire of 
all Nations, the Light and Salvation of the Geniles, 
the Conſolation and Glory of Vael; but in this was 
gur Loſs and Miſery, that we knew not how. to wait 
for his Appearance, neither did we know him when 
he did appear. So I ſay again, It is a bleſſed Thing, 
for a People to know. how to wait for the Appearance 
of Jeſus, (the! Saviour) and to know him when he 
doth appear. | | 


* 5 
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But behold, this is a grearer degree of Bleſſedneſs, 
Tolbe Witneſſes of his Appearance, and to know 
the Coming of. the juſt Que, or the Riſing of the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, with Healing under bis Wings, ar to be 
able to ſay, wich theuprimitive Chriſtians, Me know 
that the Son of God is come, and hab. giuen us an 
51 Underſtanding, 
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UnderJtalding; whereby ye know him 4hat is true; and. 
are in lim that is true, even in his Son FJeſus Cbhrit © 
this is the true God and eternal Life. This is an high 
and heavenly Knowledge, and a bleſſed State. This 
is the Mark and Prize of the high Calling of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus, we have been called untd; and this is 
the State all are: to wait for, inherit and poſſes, and 
not to ſit down ſhort of it. If this be not witneſſed and 
enjoyed, all Profeſſion is vain, all Knowledge is vain, 
all Religion and Tal of Chriſtianity is / vain, and of 
no Worth; for it is he that believes that Chriſt, is 
come in the Fleſh; and that demonſtrates the Living+ 
neſs; of his Faith by the Works thereof, that is of 
Cod, and God dwelſeth in him, and he in God. This 
is more than a bare Profeſſion or verbal Canfeſſion, 
according to the Teſtimony of Jobn the Divine, in 
his flrſt Epiſtle, Chap. Iv... ener 
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XXII. „ It was a ſpiritual. and heavenly Viſion 
which the Prophet Daniel had, when he ſaw the Inter- 
pretation of the King's Dream; A Stone cut out of the 
Mountain without Hands, ſinite at the Fett of the Image, 
and break in pieces the Iron, the Braſs, the Clay, the 
Silver, the Guld, and become a great Mountain that 
filled the whole Earth. A Remnant in this Age are 
come to the ſame everlaſting. Light and ſpiritual Eye, 
whereby they ſee the Power of God, ſignified by that 
Stone, prevail againſt all Imagery, not only without 
but within alſo; and know the Ground of it ſhaken 
and removed. The dark Thoughts and Imaginations 
of Men, are the Grounds of the Imagery the 
Face of the Earth; and that Power that breaks them 
down, and brings every Thought into the Obedience 
of Chriſt, is the Antitype of that Stone, and its Work 
revealed to Daniel, and dreamed of by the King. In 
this Day of Light and Knowledge, ſome are come 
to witneſs this little Stone become a great Mountain, 
and to fill the Earth, and to be the chief Foundation, 
:1 | and 


1 


and Corner - ſtone elect and precious 3 tho Rock and 
hiding Place of the Righteous in this, and all Ages. 


beſe abide in it, whereby they are preſerved from 


making Likeneſſes and Images to themſelves, either 
of Things in Heaven, or Things in Earth; and out 
of the many Mixtures prefigured by the Iron, Braſs, 
Clay, Silver, Gold, Oc. and the defiling and cor- 
- rupting themſelves therewith: There is not another 
Means of Preſervation, nor of coming to receive the 
white Stone, which John in his Viſion and Revelation 
ſaw, wherein is the new. Name written, which none 
knoweth ſave he that hath it. This is the Name 
which is better than the Name of Sons or Daughters. 
He that reads, let bim underſtand, and give the 
Glory for ever. 


XXIII. This I teſtify, That the Way of Life 
and everlaſting Happineſs, the Way that brings to 
che Sitting down in the Kingdom of God with ra- 
ham, Iſaac and Jacob, which was the Way of the 
Righteous in all Ages, is now again revealed and made 
known. This Way is the true everlaſting Light that 
now-ſhineth, not only in Darkneſs but out of it, 
which Light is the Thing our Minds were at firſt 
turned to, which judgeth every Appearance of Evil, 
every vain Thought and evil Motion that ariſeth 
within; and as there is a Walking in this Way, a 
Sitting down in the Kingdom will be witneſſed : For 
we have been and are called to inherit Subſtance, 
to poſſeſs Life, and to witneſs a Sitting down with 
Chriſt in heavenly Places. 3 

So it is a precious Thing, for all that know this 
Way, to perſevere in it, till they poſſeſs theſe Things, 
and in the ſame abide; which Way is the Light of 
Chriſt within, and there is not another; and the 
Walking in this Way diſtinguiſhes us from all the 
Sects upon the Face of the Earth, even this Light 
that judgeth every Appearance of Evil. 1 


4 1 


It ia a precious State, to feel the Mind ſtay'd upon 
the Lord, walking in his Way; to know the Girdle 
and Bridle of Tyulb, and a being girded and bridled 
with it 3 to know every high Thought and Imagi- 
nation brought down and ſubjected unto Chriſt the 


Light, the Way. This is poſſible to be known now, 


a. OS. Sr. IE I 


Imaginations, that the Enemy. ot Man's Happineſs 
gets and builds his ſtrong Holds ; and until they are 
broken down, ſubjected and deſtroyed by the Power 
of God within, no Peace, Quietneſs and Soul-ſatig- 
faction can be enjoyed; no ſitting down in the King- 
dont of God, nor drinking of the Rivers of Pleaſure 
that are at his right Hand, can be attained to or 
partaken of, | | 


Ha 
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XXIV. It is as truly witneſſed now, as in Days 
of old, that to be ſpiritually- minded is Life and Peace; 
; to mind the Spirit, to have our Minds, Thoughts 
, and Wills exerciſed by the Spirit of Truth, is Life and 
: Peace; and to be carnally minded, is Death, Sorrow 
| and Trouble, Theſe Things are not only read but 

truly known, and every Particular may feel both 
whithin themſelves, i, 


XXV. It is as we meet together, and wait to- 
gether, in the Spirit, as we live and walk in the Spirit, 
the Worſhip of God in Spirit and Truth is ned ; 
which all the bare Proteflors upon the Face of the 
Earth are ignorant of. Such as wait and worſhip in 
the Spirit, know Jeſus in the Midſt; the Saviour 
in the Midſt ; their Teacher and Leader in the 
Midſt ; and as they follow and him, though 
bur as one of a Family, and ewo of a Tribe, they 
will be as the Light of the World, as the Salt of 
the Earth, and Patterns and Examples of Righteouſ- 
neſs to all that behold them. | 


XXVI. 


as in Time paſt. It is in the Thoughts, Will and 
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«refreſh the whole City of God! To feet 


River, and Patra of the leaſt 
Glory of it can afford. 


been turned, Was the Watch-Totwer” 


G With him that fits ard prepares to 


— ... — 
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XXVII. It is a precious Thing „for edery e 
lk to know the right Arm © Ae Lord. ahn 
Salvation, and to witneſs a %, ting down" a By 4 
Hand, (where the Sheep ſtand) where the 6 of 
»Pleaſures run ſoſtly, yu to dk of the . yoo 


of the Lord, and to know i at revealed, and 1 * 
to a ſitting down at his right Hand- is the End, 
Sum and Subſtance of ch © Chiiſtan Religion; ſuch 
Know Salvation for Walls and Bulwarks, and ae 45 
ws Sion, bat Ps > WY D092 | 


"wk, — 6 bog and 2 12 wich bot 
free Acceſs to the won of Grace, and which N 
into the N t him that 8 heregn. z 
*whoſe' Preſehce, ſome of old could itneſs, Are 
Rivers of Pleafures, und at Bir "right Hand, 7 "4 
ever morr. Oh] all that taſte oe Drop b 
euſure of this 105 bs, 
know them to over-ballance”'and gut-werght an = 
Treaſures, Joys and Pleafurts, r n World pct q the 
= 
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XXVIII. The Light, to which out, - Mi 2 


the er 


ein all Ages, and is the fam th the" Sap 
Age; and all Poople*upon che Face of 
and all ptetended Watchmen in Cbribendem, — = 
watch not in 5 "Tower, watth #71" vain,” and þ +: 
nothing that 5 This is the Wotd of. Truth by 
all Chrifenit "Hd il ee 
This Light is the one Terhi Way, that leads 
er the Kin dom 
of Heaven, gives free Acceſs to and the Tete 
of his Grace, and Þrefents unto him without * 
Wrinkle. Many are Wirneffes- of the Beginning of 
chis bleſſed Wk, and have received that Faith, 
whereby 


that brings 


45 } 


hereby they believe the Accotn pliſhment er kB in 
Which, as 550 live and abide, the Try 
of the Sint of it Thall be added 60 cheir Fa aith. 


XXIX. lt c A cod Sthes; for ery Particular 
10 wait in Silence: upon the Lord; wy N 8 only come to 
witneſs Obedience to thofe diyine Precepts left upon 
Record in the holy Scriptures, Br filly and know this 
Zam Cod; et all Neſb be-filent 4 "the Tard. 
Thus to wait and to worſhip in the eavenly 8 irit 
to StHlneſs ; to a # huh dbig eil! and asl 
abe Salvation of God; to the Silence of all Fieſb withis 
to the opping all Vaires and Motions to Evil within, 
and to the obeying of "the Voice und Power of Odd 
within, This is the Worſhip of God in the Spirit and 
an the Truth, in the inward Parts, which God loves; 
even to worſhip and obey, and follow the Appear- 
une and Manifeſtation: of the Spirit of God within, 
(This Workhip; "the World and the high Profeſſors in 
it are Strangers to. In this we Uiffer from them ali, 
even as we are found waiting and Worfhipi in that 
which ſilenceth all Fleſn, wy bring 5 in 
ill, arid beholding the Salvation b G0. "om 

The Spirit of Truth, Which 8 the Worſ 
of Sin, is that wherein the univerſu e 
ſands, and is performed. This 1 
chere is Power and Suffictency int I, Wot e or es 
<bnvinee of Sin, pdp and Vice for Sin, but 
alſo to convert, chan _ cleatife;” And” redeem,” the 
whole World of Mankind from Jin, if they cout 
believe in it, love it, receive it and 'obey it. Thrs 
is the” Condemnation "of the World, tbat Light is oF. 
into it, and they love Darkneſs rather, and will 


bring their Deeds to the Light, love, , believe. nor 
5 
0 


Walk in it; ſo that Saying of Chriſt is — d. 
them, ' Except * e belies that 50 pg you Jha te 
your Sins, der bub 7 So, „ oi due kene. 


| Kill 


3 * 


. 
a 2 4 
— — * 
, | * 5 * * 8 * 
* 5 * + + * 
- 2 - — 
8 1 _ - W 
— — — 1 * * 1 
> - Pe ISS re — * 
4 — 
* . 


— 4 
* 


— = 
. \ © 
A "0 2 FACTS 
by - =—= % a» = — — —— : - - = 
a * z - = . 0 ” 
9 bt N 9 * | 2 4 97" FO © PIES 
| J < l * * 9 ** $ . 
* - — 2 — ao - - * 
— m r —— ba. — : 94 
£ ag. * s * 
2 £266 3 — — . we a * — 
0 
* 


3 — — 
RY — — 2 7 
* ; * — a A 
* 2 SST 
— 2 
2 
1 — n —— y = Mz 
2 _. * bY a 
„ Wig" 4 * * 
. N Roe. a. 
2322 
1 


the Comfort and Leading of the Spirit of Truth, and 
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X28 
.* Many are Witneſſes of the Power and: Sufficiency 
of this Spitit of Truth, and of its redeeming Power 


from Sin, and the Strength of it; ſo are not con- 


- 


vinced by it as the World is, being redeemed from 
committing. of it; they know it to be their Com- 


forter and Leader into all Truth. It is very precious 


to be found in the true Diſciples State, waiting for 


witneſſing the ſame within themſelves. A Remnant 


in this Day, who have received this Spirit, and fol- 
lowed the Leadings of it, are able to ſay as ſome of 


old did, We are not come to Mount Sinai, where the 
Noiſe of Words is heard, where the Thunderings, 
Ligbinings, and 1 are, &c. but to Mount 
Sion, the City F the living God, the heavenly Jeru- 
ſalem; and to an innumerable Company of Angels ; 


to the general Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt-born, 


which are written in Heaven, and to God the Judge 
all; to the Spirits of juſt Men made _perfeft ; to 
Jeſus the Mediator of the new Covenant, and to the 


_ Blood of Sprinkling, that ſpeaketh better Things than that 
of Abel. This is an high and heavenly State, which 


the primitive Chriſtians were come. unto, while in 
their earthly Tabernacles they enjoyed the heavenly 
Treaſure. - Such have the Witneſs in themſelves, that 


they are Inhabitants and fellow Citizens of this hea- 


venly Jeruſalem, whereinto no unclean Thing can 
enter; even while they dwell in theſe Houſes of Clay, 
they walk in this City, and have their Converſation 
in Heaven with God, Chriſt, and holy or juſt Meng 
Spirits made perfect. This, the Spirit of this World, 
tho? cloathed with the Name of Chritiamty, cannot 
bear . | | I7 Bi 


XXX. It is a very bleſſed State, to be found true 
Waiters for, and Witneſſes of the /econd Coming of 
Chriſt, which is without Sin unto Salvation; for true 
Happineſs doth not conſiſt in having ſeen one —_— 
9 Ys 


[ a7 j 
Days of the Son of Man, or in being Witneſſes of his 
-arſt Appearance, wherein he convinceth and reproy+ 
eth for Sin 4 but in waiting for, and witneſſing his 
ſecond Coming to cleanſe, fave and redeem from 
Sin: Herein is the Joy of God's Salvation felt and 
Chriſt's firſt; Appearance is to convince of Sin; 
and this is a Miniſtration of Comdemnation, which is 
glorious in its Time; but his ſecond Appearance ex- 
. ceeds in Glory, which all Friends are to wait for and 
witneſs, and not ſit down ſhort of it. This is the 
Mark of the high Calling, the high and heavenly 
State which they are called to, even to know. the 
ſecond Coming of Chriſt without Sin unto Salvation, 
and a being preſented to the Father without Spot or 
. Wrinkle. This to poſſeſs and enjoy, is the End, Sum 
and Subſtance of all the Diſpenſations of God towards 
Mankind ever ſince the Fall. This is the End of all 
i Words and Writings, and the End of Chriſt's 
firſt and ſecond. Appearance. | ä 
All the bare Proleſſors in Chriſtendom are ignorant 
of his firſt Appearance, and Strangers to the Glory. of 
the Miniſtration of Condemnation; ſo never come to 
know the ſecond Coming of Chriſt without Sin unto 
Salvation, nor the Joy and Glory of it; for none can 
come to the ſecond but through the firſt. All Men 
have ſinned and come ſhort of the Glory of God, 
therefore muſt know the Miniſtration of Judgment 
and Condemnation fulfilled in and upon them, before 
they can know the Glory that is in it, and before they 
come to know the ſecond Miniſtration, which excceds 
It is a precious Thing to be inward with the Lord, 
and to feel our Hearts drawn nigh unto him, waiting 
for the Appearance of Chriſt, that when he doth ap- 
pear, we may appear with him in Glory, and have 
Unity with his Appearance. This is the high and 
| heaycnly State that torpe were in, when they could ſay, 
n : E | Truly, 
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Nh. ol Fellowſhip is with the Father and with the 
Son. This to witnefs, is the Feaſt of fat Fhings pro- 


Pfheſied of, and the broad Rivers and Streams which 


make glad the City of God, beyond what all the 
Dainties of the Earth can afford. This is the Soul's 
Delight, Reſt and Happineſs, which ſome did etyjoy 


in former Ages, ds a Remnant do in this Age, Praiſes 


to God for ever. | & 5%. 0 

To mind the Spirit, or to be ſpiritually minded, 
not only in our fo emn Meetings, but at all Times, is 
a1 Duty, and very precious; even ſo to mind it, as to 
become ſpiritually minded. Then will the Teſtimony 
of one in the primitive Tires be fouhd true, when 
he ſaid, 76 he ſpiritually minded is Life and Peact. 
Death and Trouble are taken away, the Miniſtration 
of Condemnation is ended, having done its Work,; 
the Word which was as a Hammer, Fire and Sword, 
c. hath broken down, burnt up, deſtroyed and 
purged away the Filth of the Daughter of Jeruſalen, 
and is now become as Milk, Honey and Balm ; and 
as a glorious Light that ſhines more ahd*more unto 
the perfect Day; as a Shield, Fortreſs and Tower of 
Defence, where everlaſting Peace and Safety is; Sal- 
vation being as Walls and Bulwarks, againſt which 
the Enemy cannot prevail, nor nothing that would 
defile enter. In this State ſome were in the primitive 
Times, when they could fay, We can do nothing apainſt 
the Truth, but for it; and it is poſſible to ſay and do 
the fame now. een nne lth PT 


XXX. It is 4 blefſed Thing, for # Man to know 
within himſelf, and from a living Experience to be 


able to fay, as one of old did, The Lord is n Sbep- 
Herd, I ball not want. Such are Witheſſes of the 


Truth of thoſe Sayings of Chriſt Jeſus, My- Sheep 


bear iny Voice, and I know them, and they follow me, 
and I give unto them eternal Life ; and they ſhall never 


| periſa, "either all any Man pluck them out of my 
| MATTIE Father's 


ms 55 Ak SY e 


* 


 _ > A... to. 4 


[ 49. } 


Father's Hand, &c. It is as this Voice is heard, 
obey ed and followed, the a leading out 2 that State, 
Whete the Wants are; is withefſed, into the green 
aſtures, Where the true and fate : Feeding is; where 
2 lylng down ut the Valley is; where none can 
make affaid; Tikes the Bread is ſure and the Water 
fails not; Abd this J eftify; 45 that do not heat 


and obey this heavenly Voice gf the F ir Shepherd, 
are Goats and Swine, d riot t them 

feſs what they. will, "they feed u Þ Hilſks, 2 
wandering in the dr Places, and the 


Mountains where the Wants are, and the Noo 
ial of Life and Salvation they afe vor any 


II. It is a very bleſſed T hing, for People te to 
1458 how to worſhip God a bt, and to be found in 
it, not only at ſet Times bub 5 appointed Pad but 
at all Times, and in all pie This is the ſpiritual 
Worſhip,” or the Worſhip*in Spirit and in Truth 3 
and theſe are the fpitirual Worſhipers which- God 
ſeeks and accepts. This an excels all other 
Worſhi] ps upon the Face of 18 rth at ſet Times 
and appointed Places, which ſtand in ſaying ſo many 
Prayers in a Day, and reading and finging ſo man 
Leſſons a Day, and hearing ſo many Sermons a Day, 
and other outward Obſervations. This Worſhip ſtands 
in Time, Place, Letter and Form; but they that 
worſhip God aright, it is in the Spirit and in the 
Truth, which is pure and univerſal. 

As People are found in this Worſhip, they Afr 
from and excel all others upon the Face of the Earth. 
Theſe Worſhipets know what it is to bow at the 
Name of Jeſus; what it is to know every T Tn 
brought into the Obetichcs of Chriſt ; ; witos his Rule, 
Government and great Authority is.; and how l 
Power in Heaven and in Earth is vel unto him; 
and how all are to worſhip him as they worſhip the 
FAO! whether Things in SY; or I $ on 
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Earth, or Things under the Earth, Theſe can con- 
jels with their Tongues that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to 
the Glory of God the Father, truly. and experiment- 
ally 4 Witneſſes of his heavenly Power and | 
ji in their Hearts, Minds and Underftandings, 
Victory over all vain Thoughts, Self-will, 
a Deſires and Wanderings of the Mind. Theſe 
are the Worſhipers that know the old Man put off 
h his N and the new Man put on; the old 
MW caſt away, and all Things become new; 
| 201 it is to enjoy thg Sabbath of Reſt, where 
— End is put to the thinking of their own Thoughts, 
ſpcaking their own Words, and'doing their own 
Works, ; and what it is to bear no Burthen upon the 
Salk, day ; and what it is to. enjoy the Comfort 
of the Scriptures, and to enjoy the good Things 
they teſtify of, What the Righteous in all Ages did 
enjoy, ſuch are Partakers of, and are in Unity with 
juſt Mens Spirits, being come to God the Judge of 
all, who is bleſſed for ever. 
The Peace, Joy, Conſolation and continual Hap- 
pineſs of Friends ſtands in this, as they are always 
Exerciſed in this Worſhip, witneſſing the Power of 
God, the Name of Jeſus, over all in themſelves ; all 
bowing under 1t, and yielding Obedience thereto, as 
in Innocency before Tranſgreſſion, where the Earth 
das fubdued in the Dominion of God, and the heavenly 
Rule was over all. This the true Worſhip in the 
Spirit and in the Truth brings again into, and maketh 
free from the contrary, as truly as teſtified in the 
Scriptures, If you know the Truth, the Truth ſhall 
.make ou free. And this I reſtify, that, none ever 
did, do, or ſhall know the Truth to their everlaſting 
Happineſs, further than they are made free by it; 
tree from the Evil that is in the World, from the 
Evils within, from the Enemies within, which are 
tlie greateſt Enemies. Except this Freedom be 


known, all other Knowledge is vain ; all Religion 
; and 


* 
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and Profeſſion vain; all Talk of God, Chriſt and 
Chriſtianity vain, LW C7 


XXXIII. Bleſſed are thoſe who have their Minds 
and Hearts always exerciſed by that which leads into 
= Fellowſhip of juſt Mens Spirits made perfeft. Such 

have -alſo Unity — their Words and Teſtimonies 
left upon Record in the Scriptures of Truth, as is 
written by one in the Pſalms, Bleſſed is ihe Man which 


lendetb not his Ear to the Wicked, nor walketh in the 


Way of Sinners, nor ſits in the Seat of the'Scornful ;; 
but 35 Deligbt is in the Law of the Lord, and therein 


aoth meditate Day and Night.” The ſame bleſſed: State 


is to be witneſſed now, which is more than to read 
and ſing all the Pſalms, and he is the only bleſſed 


Man that doth thoſe Things. It Chriſtendom had 
learned this Leſſon, which they have read and ſung, 
they would not have become as a waſte howling Wil- 
derneſs, and as a Deſart which brings forth no Fruit 


to God, having lent their Ear to the wicked One, 


and walked in the Way of Sinners ſo long, till they 


are brought to believe, that it is impoſſible to walk 
in any other Way, while on this Side the Grave. 

In this Condition we ourſelves were, while the Vail 
of the Covering was over our Hearts. We dwelt in 


this thick Darkneſs, where the lending the Ear to the 


Wicked is, where the Way of the Sinner and Seat 


of the Scornful is, and knew not the Way out of it. 
That which diſperſed this thick Darkneſs, took away 


the Vail from off our Heart, ſtopped the Ear that 
hearkened to the wicked One, blinded that Eye which 


led to walk in the Way of Sinners, and brought 


down that exalted Spirit that fate in the Seat of the 
Scornful ; I fay, that which hath done this for us, 


was and is no other than the Power of God working 
in his precious Light, to which our Minds were at 
firſt turned, and in which we have believed; which 
as we walk and abide in, we witneſs ſuch Sayings as 


1 tneſe 


1 
. * 1 

is mne oe 0 Ale II "1 rod bn. 
theſe in Scriptures fulfilled, They that ſee ſhall be made 
blind, and they that are blind ſhall ſee; and the Bli 
Hall be led by a Way: they know not, and the; Lame ſpall 


- .  teap at an Hart; and ibe Mighty ſhall be, brought fron 


is abode with and walked-im,;;that, hath wrought theſe 


«+ „ 
. = 


T hings, A Delight in the Law % the. Lord IS known, 


and a meditating in it Day and Night. 
There is: noting delſe able to preſerve us from 
lending an Ear to che wicked One again, and from 
walking in the Way of Sinners again, and to keep 
down the Spirit of Ex altarion from, riſing again, but 
the delighting and meditating in this Law., This is 
the Law of the Spirit of Life which hath: made free, 
and is able to preſerve; us: in the Freedom .whereunto 
we have attaineg., All that are Strangers to this Law, 
and a meditating in it, they give car to the, Wicked, 
walk in the Way of Sinners, and ſit in the Seat of the 


Scornful, let their Profeſſion be what it will. 


By this one Scripture all, the Sects in Chriſtendom, 
who profeſs the Scriptures to be their Rule, may try 
themſelves, whether they are in the State of the bleſſed 
Man; or in the State of the cur/ed Mau. They need 
not hire a School Dpctor, or learned Rabbi, to give 
them the Meaning of the Scriptures, they being ſpoken 


. * 


by plain Men, and underſtood only by thoſe; that. are 
come to the Spirit. 5 Thoje that obey the wicked One, 
lend their: Ear 10. him, 3c and thoſe bat commit Sin, 


avalk in the Way ef Sinners. 1 pf 
; #8 F | b SQET o DNS 41 WY 61 OJ); FAV 1 
XXXIV. It is one of the fundamental Poctrines 


2 


f 1 


of the Chriſtian Religion, to believe that God. is omni- 

preſent and almigęhiy; (that is) preſent. at, all Times, aud 

in all Places; and almighty, (that is), full of all Might 

and Power., This is generally profeſſed and believed 

among all the Stets in-Ghriſtendom ; but in them it is 

no more than a bare Profeſſion, 4 eee and 
C 


- hiſtorical Faith, they being not true Witneſſes of the 
2 ſame. 


nn . ito. Ad 


531 
ſame. Herein wwe differ om all the Families of 
Earth, even as we are Nie ot a 
Lord, and the Almightineſs of his R | 
in our ſolemn Meetings, but at all Times and? in 
Places. Thoſe only know the Ground 
Trig that eminent, e of the Lord, fig. 
thy Pręſence £6 not with carry us not hente. 
Phis was the Delight of & Soul of che Rightequs 
in all, Ages and Generations paſt, and is now; even 
to feel the comfortable Preſence of the Lord, _ to 
know. the Light of his Countenance lifted u 
them. This makes their Hearts more glad tl e 
{Increaſe of. Corn, Wine and Oil, and is ever thn 
them all. 74 was the Strength and Encour 
of the Righteous in all Agr. i and made chem willing 
to ſuffer 12 his Name. This carried the m throx 
the Water and through the Fire. This made th 4 
ſing and: rejoice; in t 5 Priſon and. i in the Stocks, and 
1 che Spoiling of their Goods joytully. "And 
Friends, except this living | Preſence be felt ag: en- 
Joyed, known and lived in, we are as weak as other 
People; and jf, any loſe or depart. from i it, ſuch 97 
become as wicked as others alſo. 
Therefore: it is a very precious Thing, for 
n always to prize the Riches of that Grace, 
"andthe Glory. of that Light, which their Minds were 
dat firſt turned to ; which Grace and 155 nt hath led a 
Remnant! into the Preſence Chamber, Seek the = 
: queting Houle, where the Banner over them is Lo 
{and is, leading others into the ſame 3 and would's 55 
and direct, all out of the Way of Evil, into the 
of Peace. Oh I the Freeneſs of this Lo e and Gate, 
and the Glory. « f. this Light Which 550 led a Rem- 


= 


1. nant (that hath Joved, it 15 followed it) into the 


Preſence Chamber, into the Banqueting Houſe, and 
to the Top, of that holy Mountain, where the Fealt of 
6 fat Things is enjoyed, and the Wine well refined 


drank of; to the right Hand, where the Rivers of 
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Virtue. and Operation thereof in their own 


XXV. It is a bleffed Thing; and an high and 


know of himſelf, b. 


[ $4] 
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This Love is ſtronger than Death, and better than 
Ife. Oh! the Conſideration of this Love is able to 


break the Heart, to melt the Soul before the Lord, 
and to diſſolve it into an holy Reſignation and pure 
Reſolution, to walk to the Praiſe, and magnifying 


of it among the Sons and Daughfers of Men, that 
they may be won and perſwaded to accept of its 
_ Tenders, and follow its Leadings ; that they may 


know, the Pleaſantneſs of its Paths, and witneſs the 
Souls. 


\ : 


heavenly State, for every Particular to be Witneſſes 


within themſelves, that Self is made of no Reputation. 
There is not a People upon the Face of the Earth, 
that are in the Way to this State, but ſuch whoſe 


Minds are. turned to the Light of God within, and 
are exerciſed thereby; which alone diſcovers and 
makes Self manifeſt in all his Appearances, Thoughts, 
Ways and Imaginations, and Jeads thoſe that walk in 


it, to the true Self-denial, without which there is no 


For the Deſtruction, Loſs and Miſery of all Man- 
kind, came in at this Door, when he gave heed, 
Credit and Reputation, to his own ſelfiſh Deſire, 
Thoughts, Reafenings and Imaginations ;, and world 


be wiſe of himſelf, &c. Then the 
Serpent (which ſpoke of himſelf) prevailed over him; 


then he entered into the Temptation of the Devil, and 


Joſt his Dwelling-place in Pargdice, Thus the Enemy 
of. Man's Happineſs, under a 8 of advancing 
him and bettering his State, and making him of ſome 
Account and Reputation drew him into a State of 


Loss and Miſery. Se, Reputation was the firſt Bait 


of the Enemy, and wit be his laſt ; therefore watch 
diligently againſt it, ſor herein his Power ſtands, and 
by this Bait he gvercame the firſt Adam; therefore it 

b 5 1 is 
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z a Wefſed Thing to live in the Power. of the ſeednd 


Adam, which makes Self of no Reputation For as Sin 


and the Devil entered and prevailed by reaſon of ſome 


Self-reputation, ſo ſnall he be caſt forth and overcome 


by the Power of God, in all thoſe in, whom it makes 
Self of no Reputation. This is a principal Leſſon of 


Chriſtianity, which all of Neceſſity muſt learn in ſome 


meaſure; before they can be ſo much as, a Diſciple of 
\ Jeſus 3 as himſelf” teacheth, I any Man will be ny 
Diſciple, he muſs deny himſelf, and take up bis Croſs 


daily, and follow me, Denying of Self, and taking 


up the Crols, are inſeparable, and muſt precede Dit- 
cipleſhip; yet this State is ſhort of being @ Friend of 
God, and Co- heir with Chriſt ; Bone of his Bone, and 


Fleſh of bis Fleſb; and ſhort of fitting down with him 


at the right Hand, of God in the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven; and of knowing the Son to ſurrender the King- 
dom up unto the Father, and God to become all in 
all; ſhort of knowing it Meat and Drink to do the 
Will of God, and his Fruit ſweet to their Taſte, and 


to fit under his Shadow with great Delight, glorified 
with that Glory which Chriſt had with the Father 
before the World began, In this State, Self is made 
truly of no Reputation; the firſt Birth is lain, the 


- Scrpent's Head is not only bruiſed, . but broken and 
ſub qued ; the ſecond Birth rules, the elder ſerves the 
younger, who delights naturally to do the Will of 
God, and it is not a Croſs to it, neither is the Croſs 
to be taken up by it; this is the Sheep that knows 


Chriſt's Voicę, and followeth him with Delight, and 


a Stranger it will not follow. 


XXXVI, It is a bleſſed Thing, for People to 
know the: Name f the Lord, They that know it can 
- truſt in it; being as a ſtrong Tower unto them, and 
as a Wall of Defence, within which the Righteous 
dell ſafely, and unto which they fly when Danger 
Aolb attend, ,' N 7 
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A very precious for People to meet itogetlilhi/and 
wait in this Name; ſuch find Jeſus the Saviour, in the 
midſt, and know a mounting up as with the Wir 


Water fails not. Such meet and wait for the betten, 
and not for the worſe; they wait not in vain ; their 
Strengthis renewed ; they mount upward, and they 
now the Name ef the Lord as precious and as 


Powerful now, as in Ages paſt. ' They know it as a 


Itrong Tower indeed, as a ſafe hiding Place indeed, 
and as precious Ointment poured forth indeed, and 
10 they love it indeed, becauſe of the ſweet Savour 
thereof, and becauſe they have been made clean, and 
are preſerved by it as Virgins indeed; and can ſay, 
iThy. Nome is us precious Ointment poured forth, there- 
ore do the Virgins love thee. It was the Virgins in 
Ages paſt, that loved the Name of the Lord. It is 
the Virgins now, that love the Name of the Lord. 
"Thoſe that are! defiled with Man, and are matried-.or 
given in Marriage to any other Lovers, cannot love 
ithe Name of tlie Lord; though they may pretend 
much Love thereto, their Hearts are! gone a whoring 
after other Lovers; and though they profeſs Love to 
the Name of the Lord, and take it often into their 
Mouths, and drawenigh to him with their Lips, yet 
their Hearts are gone aſtray, and they do not 


trom Iniquity; ſo though they confeſs and profeſd the 


Name of God in Words, they deny him in Works. 
Such Confeſſors and Profeſſors cauſe the Name ot God 
to be blaſphemed amongſt the Heathen, oo 
This is the Name of the Lord, by which he hath 
made known himſelf unto us, viz. Light. The pure 
everlaſting Light that now ſhineth ini our Hearts, this 
is the Name of the Lord; for God is Light, andi in 
hit is no Dar ne dt all. This is the Name of the 
Lord to us. Aswe meet in this Name, and waitin 


"this Name, live together - and walk together in this 


Name, we have Fellowſhip with God, and one with 
2 another; 
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"that Is in it; but "ts them that believe 1 

\ Name, IS precious, and they have and do Wide Ns 
etneſs and Salvation that is in it; and this is the 

8 ſuch have wWaited for, aud do partake of, 

even... to be gayed from Sin, from” doing, f peak it 6 

and thinking of Exil, while they ell in P47 pale N 
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impoſſible 1o-ceafe from Sin, * F Life ; ang that, 


though they continue and remain therein, yet the 

ſhall enjoy the Salvation of God after they are. de 
Ihis may very fitly be called the Doctrine of Devils, 
and a ſtrong, Delufion a State wherein People are 
given up to believe a Lye; ſeeing, as the Tree falls ſo 
it lies, and there is no Repentance in the Grave. 
= - This is the Hap pps of à Remnant in this Day, 
1 above all the Families of the Earth, that they know 
= the Name of, the Lord exalted, ind ſet above i. 

I Name in them, in Heaven and in Earth, and kno 

__ = every Thing, bowing to it, and wotſhiping befare it. 

2M Here the King of Righteouſneſs is upon be Throne”, 
. here the Righteous bear Rule, and the Land re- 

4 | -Joicerh ; and Peace is within their Borders. 

| This is my Teſtimony, That none can enjoy true 

2 but as they witneſs this Name of the Lord 
exalted in their Hearts above every Thing; above 
Gold and Silver, Houſe and Land, Wife and Child- 

ren, and Self. reputation 3 ya. above all heaventy 
| Namits as well as earthly ; and every Thought ane 
i +938 Imagination brought down and ſubjected to it. There 
_— is no other Name given under Heaven, whereby Men 
7 can be'faved from their Enemies within. (which are 
1 their greateſt Enemies) but as they witneſs this Name 
—_— of the Lord exalted in them; even his. Name who 
« 138 aid, I am the Light of the World,” This Light ſhewerh 
_ unto Man his e and not only ſo, but de- 
ſcroyeth them with the Breath of his Mouth, and 

the Brightneſs of his Coming. Power is in this Name, 

the Light, which makes all Things manifeſt, to de- 

troy and expel all that is contrary to it, and redeem 
Mankind from under the Power of it. This a 

1 Remnant are living Witneſſes of in this our Day, 

= and are ready, in Love and Good-will, to tell their 
* i _ Neighbours, - Countrymen and Acquaintance, 4 
+ the Name of the Lord, through their loving of it, 
-_ hath done for their Souls ; that they hay be en 
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to enibrace i it, and come to experience the like great 
Salvation. a 

Great is the Knowledge that is broken forth i in our 
Hearts and Underſtandings, and glorious is the Light 
of that Day that now ſhineth ; what then remaineth, 
bur that all that have received this Knowledge, do 
walk anſwerable to it; and that all, in whom this 
Light ſhineth, abide in it and love it; ſo a vain 


Thought cannot ariſe, nor an idle Word be ſpoken, 


nor an 125 Deed be done, but they are judged, con- 
demned and executed by it. 
This Light that judgeth every Appearance of Evil, 


isa Day of Judgment, wherein Men give « an Account 
for every idle Word they ſpeak. 


XXXVII. It is a true Saying, or a certain Truth, 
teſtified by the Apoſtle, when he ſaid, Great is the 
Myſtery of Godlineſs. 

And this is one of the great Myſteries, that God is 
very nigh unto the Sons and Daughters of Men; many 
of them are very far from him. God is in the World, 
but the World knows him not ; and God, who is 
Light, ſnineth in Darkneſs, but the Darkneſs doth 
not © comprehend him. He is in Men, and they live, 
move and have their Being by him; yet they are 
without him, without God in the World ; Strangers 
to him, though he is not far from every one. 

In this ſtands the Happineſs of a Remnant, that 
they know God not only nigh them, and in them, 


but Co they know themſelves 'nigh unto him; he 


dwelling in them, and they in him. © Theſe are the 

that enjoy the Effect of that bleſſed Prayer of Chriſt 
Jeſus, That they may be ene, as thou Father, and I am 
one; I in them, and thou in me. I his is the bleſſed 


Unity and heavenly Fellowſhip, which the primitive 
Chriſtians were Witneſſes of, when they ſaid, Truly, 
our Fellowſhip i is with the Father and with the Son. 
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43 XXXVIII, It i is the Bleſſing, of at Bleſſings, to 
4 know the low Valley where the Eatneſs runs, Where the 
green Paſtures are, whete the. ſafe Feeding is, where 
none can make afraid; the Feeding in this low Valley, 
where the. Fatneſs of the Lord's Houſe runs, wher 
the Greenneſs and Safety i is, where the ravenous Beaft 
cannot come. The F ceding here is more .thah 
Words; it is the End of all Words and Declarations. 
It is the End of the Lord, in {ending his Meſſengers 
of the everlaſting Goſpel among us 3 it is their Crown 
and Rejoicing, to find us feeding in this low Valley, 
where 
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where the idol Shepherds and their Flocks cannot 
2 with us; they know not the Way that leadeth 

reto. . * i oi r 
-- The very Remembrance of the Time, wherein the 
Call of the Lord reached us, and called us out of the 
Holes of the Rocks, and of the high Hills and barren 
Mountains, into the Valley of Jeboſbapbat, where 
the pleading with all Fleſh with Fire and Sword is, 
and where the Judgment is known, by which S:ax is 
redeemed. - I ſay, the Remembrance of this Day is 
very precious to a Remnant, and the Miniſtration 
thereof was glorious in its Time; 3-; but: this is more 
glorious, to dwell in this low Valley, here the green 
Paſtures of Life: and Salvation are fed on; where the 
growing is unto the Stature and Fulneſs of Chriſt.; 
where no Fear is; where the Cauſe of it is taken 
away ; where the pleaſant Rivers run; where che 
Tranquillity of Mind, Peace and full Satisfaction is 
enjoyed. This is the Eleſſing of Bleſſings, and the 
Portion of a Remnant in this the Day of the Lord's 
Love, and excezding Riches and Kindneſs; and thoſe 
that truly enjoy the leaſt Meaſure of it, eſteem it 
above all the World, becauſe they well know, that 
all Things therein are not ſufficient to purchaſe the 
leiſt Dram theredf. 0 l 17 


XXXIX. It is a very bleſſed Thing for every Par- 
ticular, within themſelves, to feel and know the Spirit 
of God bear witneſs with their Spirits, that they are 
trut Maiters upon and Worſhipers of bin. 
Many glorious Things, according to the Teſti- 
mony of the Patriarchs, - Prophets and Apoſtles, doth 
accompany thoſe that wait upon the Lord, and is 
enjoyed by them. Ope could ſay, They that wait upan 
the Lord, ſhall want ng geod Thing, I his an Sentence 
is. ſufficient / to try all che Pretenders to wait upon the 
Lord in Chriſtendom, J who, profeſs a Waiting upon 
him in Ordinances, yet are found: wanting be good 
. | : Thing, 
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Mixe. Poverty, Blindneſs and Nakedneſe, Leannefs 
of Soul and Barrenneſs of Heart, are their daily Com- 
panions; fo inſtead of wanting no good Thing, they 
want all good Things relating to their inward Man. 
Another could ſay, They that wait upon the: Lord, 
their Strength ſhall be renewed, they ſhould mount up- 
dard as upon Eagles Wings, walk without Wearineſs, 
run without Fainting, No bare formal Profeſſor in 
Chriſtendom can be a living Witneſs of theſe Things; 
ſuch may infallibly conclude, that they are deceived 
and miſtaken in the Cauſe, when the Effect doth nut 
follow; for this is the Teſtimony of Truth to all 
the Sects in Cbriſtendom, and the divers Worſhipers 
elſewhere in the World; let them profeſs what they 
will, yea, (though it be the Truth itſelf) if they 
enjoy not the good Things, if they feel not their 
Strength renewed, fo as to run without Wearineſs, 
and walk without Fainting; if they grow not from 
Grace to Grace, from Knowledge to Knowledge; if 
they increaſe not with the Increaſe of God in the 
mward Man; they deceive their own Souls with a 
vain, dead, fruitleſs Profeſſion, which profits nothing, 
but will vaniſh like Smoke in the Day of the Lord. 


XL. It is a precious Thing, to be Witneſſes of the 
Preſence of Jeſus in the midſt, as a peaceable Saviour; 

- for thoſe that know him ſo, live, abide and walk in 
him, are of the Number of thoſe which nerd no Re- 
pentance. Indeed it is an high and heavenly State 
to come to this degree of Knowledge. None come 
' hither, but ſuch who have firſt known him as a Judge 
and Reprover, as a Refiner with conſuming Fire, and 
as an Qvercomer of all their Enemies in them; the 
great Dragon bound, the Mouth of the bottomleſs 
Pit ſtopped, and a ſtanding upon the Sea of Glaſs 
' mingled with Fire; being Witneſſes of Victory over 
the Beaſt and his Image, and over the Mark and 
Number of his Name. Theſe are they, that come 
to 
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to ſing the Song of Maſes and the Lamb, not only upon 
the Banks of Salvation, but in the midft of Jeruſalem, 


which comes down from God out of Heaven : and 
before the Throne of the Lamb, who is the Light 


thereof, and hath redeemed them from the Earth, 


and ſaved them with a great en 


XLI. That which was Joſt i is now found; ; the 
precious Pearl that was hid in the Field, a Remnant ih 
this Age hath digged deep and found it, and many 


rejoice in the Sight and Knowledge of it; but ler all 


underſtand this; that it 1s not ſufficient to find the 
heavenly Treaſure, the precious Pearl, but to pur- 
chaſe it and poſſeſs it; even by ſelling all, parting with 
all for it. Nothing in our Hearts, nothing in our 
Eſteem, muſt ſtand in Competition with it 3 all muſt 
be laid down for it. It is a true Saying ſpoken by 
Jeſus, If any Man love any Thing more than me, be is 
not worthy of me. He alone mult reign and rule, and 
have the Government in our Hearts. We muſt know 
him to be the Foundation, Corner and Top-ſtone, 
elect and precious. \ 

It is not ſuffcient to know him as a little Stone cut 
dut of the Mountain without Hands, ſmiting at tho 
Feet of all Imagery; but to know him grown and 
encreaſed to an excceding great Mountain, and to fill 
the Earth, and to become all in all; to know every 
Thing to bow at his Name; every high Thought, 
every Imagination, every vile Affection, ſelfiſn Will 


and Deſire denied, brought down and ſubdued into 


Obedience to the Name, to the Power of God. 
This is the bleſſed State all (that have not only the 
Knowledge of the Field where the Pearl is hid, but 
have alſo digged deep therein and found it) are to 
wait tor and experience; and not to fit down ſhort 
of this in the Sight, Knowledge and Profeſſion of the 
precious Pearl, but to purchaſe, inherit, poſſeſs and 


a 


1 


5 
* 2 -. coun 
= - 
as . - 
1 9 n "PT a % p 
2 233 . * * 
* 3 — eu - 9 4 — N — 4 ww 
2 vn = 1 — n " 
" F 43 
* * 
— "Ee : 
A 
= * 
- 5 
- a 
«/ 
. 


— 2 „ * 


324 ed > 


. rnd eh. I M4 x » 
- — _ 


eta > RE OY > REDO 


[ 64 J 


is mine, and I am his; here is the Feeding among the 
Lillies, where there is neither Toiling nor Spinning. 


XLII. That which makes a People bleſſed, above 
all the Families of the Earth, is, that they in their 
ſolemn Aſſemblies, and at all Times, are ſenſible of 

that Power that makes Self of no Reputation, even Self 
Ane 36 Innocency; for ſuch a Self Chriſt had, 
men u. 7. which was humbled and made obedient to 
the Death of the Croſs ; and this is the Way to an 
high and heavenly Exaltation, which as People come 
to walk in, as the Captain of our Salvation did, the 
Serpent that beguiled in Paradice, by drawing Man- 
Kind into Self-exaltation and Self-reputation, cannot, 
nor ſhall ever prevail againſt them. | 

For the Worſhip which this Power hath led us to, 
begins not when our ſolemn Aſſemblies begin, neither 
doth it end when we part, but is in that which is 
without Beginning or End, even in the Spirit and in 
the Truth, into which the Deceiver cannot come. 

It is a precious State, an high and heavenly Con- 
dition, to witneſs Self made of no Reputation, and 
to have Unity with that Power that hath made it ſo. 
They that remain and abide in it, no Temptation can 
prevail againſt. So the whole Duty of thoſe that are 
come to the Knowledge of this Power, and to have 
Faith in it, is always to cleave unto it with their whole 
Hearts, and to fix their Minds upon it; that in the 
Midſt of all Temptations and Trials, they may wit- 
neſs Deliverance and Salvation by it, and ſuch ſhall 
never miſs of the ſame ; for it is faid when Chriſt 
was tempted, after the Temptation was over, Angels 
miniſtred unto him. The ſame is witneſſed now by a 
Remnant, (in meaſure) Praiſes to the Lord! Such 
experience the Bleſſedneſs that attends enduring 
Temptation, and do magnify the Power (over the 
Power of the evil One) and walk to the Praiſe and 
Glory of it; and herein they differ from all thę 
- 4 Heaps 
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Heaps and Sects in Chriſtendom 5 a Talk and Pro- 
feſſion only differs not, but a living in the Senſe and 
Obedience of that Power, which makes Self of no 
Reputation. 

Self became of ſome Repute, when Temptation at at 
firſt entered Mankind ; the giving Credit to the 
Devil's ſaying, You ſoall be as Gods, &c. begot a 
ſelfiſn Hope of a ſelfiſh Gain; fo being deceived, a 
vain Deſire of Self- reputation ſprang and increaſed, 
Diſobedience to the Command and Power of God, 
and a ſelfiſn Hope and Confidence were immediate 
Companions in the Beginning, which all the Children 


of the Light, that are come to a dwelling Place in 


Paradice, are to watch againſt, leſt as the Nane 
We Eve, he beguile them. + 


XIII. The Night is far ſpent, Darkneſs is — 
and the true Light now ſhineth, the Day of God is 
dawned, the Day-ſtar is riſen in the Hearts of Thouſands, 
This State and Knowledge is very glorious in its 
Time, and is more than all the bare Profeſſors in 
Chriſtendom know or underſtand. But that which we 
are to wait for and preſs after, is a further Thing, (or 
a Knowledge of the ſame Thing in a greater degree 
of Glory) even 10 know the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe, 
with Healing under his Wings. This is more precious, 
and a greater' degree of Knowledge, even to expe- 
rience the healing Virtue of the Sun of Righeouſneſs; 
this Miniſtration ſucceeds that of Diſcovering, Re- 
proving, Convincing, Smiting, Correcting and Wound- 
ing; this binds up and heals, this comforts and 
conſolates the Soul, refreſneth and glads the Heart, 
and miniſtreth the Joy of God's Salvation. To live 
in the Senſe and feeling of this healing Virtue, this 
ſaving and preſerving Power, not only in our ſolemn 
Aſſemblies, but kt all Times, is very precious. This 
cureth all Diſeaſes and Infirmities, and taketh away, 


— and removeth the Cauſe of Hurts and 


5 Wounds; 


3 


again; fo as we live and abide in it, we can never 
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Wounds ; the Cauſe of Smiting, Convineing and 
Reproving; and preſerveth from falling into the ſame 


err, nor ever need Reproof, Smiting or Wounding, It 
is the World that lies in that State, where the Spirit 
of God convinceth for Evil, reproveth, ſmiteth and 
woundeth for Tranſgreſſion; but to us Salvation is 
now nearer than when we firſt believed, and the great 
Day of Salvation is come; the Maker up of the 
Breach, and the Healer of Nations is come. Bleſſed 
are all that do experience the healing Virtue thereof, 
and the bleſſed Effect of his Appearing with heavenly 
Healing under his Wings; 1o that they can ſay, 
their Soul-ſickneſs is cured, and their Wounds not only 
bound up, but healed, and they cleanſed and made ſound, 
both in Soul, Body and Spirit. Such are fitted and 
Prepared to have their Converſation with God in 
Heaven, and ſit there in the Enjoyment of the Light 
of his Countenance, which is better than the Increaſ 
of all other Things. | #4 & 
It is the Taſte of the Rivers of Pleaſure that are 
at his right Hand, and of the Wine in his Kingdom, 
that engageth thoſe that drink thereof, to wait to par- 
take more and more of the fame. - It is becauſe of the 
Savour of his good Ointment, that the Virgins love him, 
If there was no good Savour, if there was not ſome- 
thing felt and witneſſed, of greater Worth and Value 
than the Treaſures and Pleaſures this World can af- 
ford, the Souls of the Righteous would not long after 
it, and become ſick of Love, nor be encouraged to 
wait to enjoy the Increaſe and Aboundings of it. 
In this ſtands our Happineſs, daily to experience and 
partake of the Virtue of this healing, ſaving and pre- 
ſerving Power, to feel our Hearts and Minds join'd 
to it, united to it, become one with it. Herein is 
our everlaſting Bleſſedneſs; and this truly diſtin- 
guiſnes us from all the Sects and bare Profeſſors in 
Chriftendam, even as we walk and abide in this 
LY bleſſed 
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bleſſed Light, and Sun of Righteouſneſs, that is riſen 
and now ſhineth, and in the witneſſing the healing 


Virtue thereof, 


- XLIV., It is a precious State to be of a tender 
Spirit, of a foft Heart, prepared to wait upon the Lord. 


Such are in a Capacity to know when Good comes; 


they are not like the parched Heath, nor ' barren 
Deſert, but like the tender Herb, and the new mown 
Graſs ; they are ſenſible of the Dews from Heaven, 


and of the gentle Rain that falls, and the fruitful 


Showers that deſcend upon them ; they can feel the 
Droppings down of divine Love, and ſprout forth 
and ſing for Joy in the Senſe thereof. But thoſe 
whoſe Hearts are ſtony, and whoſe Spirits are hard, 
they cannot taſte and ſee how good the Lord is ; 
ſuch are not prepared to wait upon the Lord, nor 


to draw nigh unto him, and partake of his divine 


Refreſhments, neither have they the Sacrifice wherein 
his Soul delights, which is a broken Heart and contrite 
Spirit. Oh! it is a bleſſed Thing for People to meet 
together; and wait in the Senſe and Feeling of the 
tendering Power of the Lord, even that Power that 
tought as out, and gathered us in the Beginning, to 
have our Hearts exerciſed in this tendering Power, 


which is now with us, and attends upon us, for our 


Good and Preſervation, This is that which makes us 
and our ſolemn Aſſemblies differ from all the People 
and Meetings upon the Face of the Earth, from all 
the bare Profeflors of Chriſtianity in Chriſtendom, 
They that ſo meet and-ſo wait, fit as at the Table of 
the Lord, feeding upon that which 1s Meat indeed, 
and drinking of the Wine that he hath prepared, 
feeding upon Lite itſelf, and the Subſtance itſelf. 
This is better than to ſit at the Table of Princes; all 
the Banquets and Dainties of the Earth are not to be 
compared to it. As every Mind and Heart keeps in 


the Senſe of the tendering Power of the Lord, they 
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are living Witneſſes of the Preciouſneſs of it. Here 
none can forget the Loving-Kkindneſs of the Lord, 
nor let his Benefits flip out of their Minds; but are 
in a Capacity to praiſe and magnify him for all his 
Mercies and heavenly Bleſſings, and wonderful Kind- 
neſſes and Deliverances that he hath wrought for 
them; even as great as for any People.in any Age 
of the World. They can ſay, He hath not only brought 
them out of Egypt, through the red Sea and Wilderneſs, 
but alſo into the good Land, and hath divided their 
Inheritance un!g them; and they can ſay, Their Lot is 
fallen into a good Place, and they like it wonderous 
well ; feeling the flowing of the Milk and Honey, 
they cat and drink, and praiſe the Lord in the Senſe 
of all bis Mercies, Bleſſings and Salvation, that they 


are accompanied and ſurrounded with, 

So this is the Myſtery of our Fellowſhip, and the 
Bond of our Unity ; as our Minds and Hearts are 
exerciſed in the tendering Power of the Lord at all 
Times, but eſpecially in our folemn Meetings and 
waiting together upon the Lord, as every one keeps 
cloſe unto this, and are united unto it, one with it. 
Oh! this is a precious State, herein ſtands our bleſſed 
Unity and Fellowſhip, herein we are ſtrong, even as 
Mount Sion, as a three-fold Cord that cannot eaſily 
be broken. As we keep and abide in this, the Gates 
of Hell cannot prevail againſt us, no Evil can hurt 
us. In this ſtands our Joy and Preſervation in our 
Meetings, and in our Partings, in all Times and 
Places, as we fee] our Hearts and Minds in Unity 
with the Spirit of the Lord ; then not convinced, 
reproyed and condemned by it; but juſtified and 
commended, This is ſweet and precious indeed, ag 
all that are in it know full well. e een; | 


- XLV. It is he that ſtays at Home, that divides 
the Spoil of his Enemies. It is he that ſtays at Home, 
that obtains the Bleſſing. The Wanderer and Hunter 
n naefer a 8 
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doth not: He toils and wearieth himſelf, and ſelleth 
his Birth-right. | 

It is the retired Mind, the ſtaid Mind, the Mind 
whoſe Loins are girded with the Girdle of Truth, 
ſtaid upon the Lord, that receives the Bleſſing, and 
knows a being kept in perfect Peace, according as it 
was witneſſed of old; Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
Peace, whoſe Mind is ſtaid upon thee. This to enjoy, 
is the Mark of the high Calling of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, which we have been and are called unto, even 
to enjoy perfect Peace, 10 be entire, wanting nothing. 
This to enjoy, is the End, Sum and Subſtance of the 
Chriſtian Religion. 5 

It is thoſe that are Witneſſes of a Retiredneſs and 


a Stayedneſs of their Minds upon the Lord, that 


inherit Subſtance. It is thoſe that have known the 
Candle of the Lord lighted in them, and have ſwept 
their own Houſe, and found the Piece of Silver, and 
that rejoice therefore. 

This heavenly Light that now ſhineth, diſcovereth 
the Vanity and Emptineſs of all Things below the 
Sun; and by the tame, our Minds have been re- 
deemed from under them, and are become living 
Witneſſes, that neither all the Treaſures, Pleaſures, 
Opinions and Religions that are in the World, nor 
the bare Profeſſion of Truth itſelf, was able or 


ſufficient to ſtay or ſatisfy our Souls: We have 


found them all prove a very Vanity and Vexation 
of Spirit. 
For the Soul of Man is in itſelf more excellent, 
more noble, and of greater Value than all theſe 
Things, and is ſuperior to them all. The leſſer 
cannot ſatisfy or fill the greater; nor that which is 
inferior, ignoble and leis excellent, ſtay or ſatisfy 
that which is ſuperior or more worthy, noble and 
excellent in Nature, Capacity and Bzing. As the 
Soul of Mankind is above all created Beings, 
therefore all Things under the Sun, inſtead of Food 
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and Salisfuction unto it, prove Vanity, ran and 
Pexation of Spirit, 
So bleſſed is the Aenne of that Day and 


Time, wherein our Minds were turned to the true 


everlaſting Light that now ſhineth, which hath diſ- 
covered the Vanity and Nothingneſs of all Things 
below the Sun, and hath redeemed the Children 


thereof from under them all, up unto him who is in 


them, through them, and above them all, God 


bleſſed for ever. And brings into the one true ever- 


laſting univerſal Worſhip, which ſtands in the Spirit 
and in the Truth. Here God who is Light, and 
wells in the 14 is berg Nr worſhiped and 
* fa.” 


XLVI. It is a bleſſed Thing, and thoſe are the 
People who have attained to a heavenly State, who 
can experimentally witneſs and ſeal to the Truth of 
that ancient Teſtimony in the holy Scriptures, Dark 
neſ is paſt, and the true Light now ſhineth, 

I fay, it is a bleſſed Thing to witneſs the Truth 
of this, {or to be able to ſay) Darkneſs iz paſt, Thoſe 
that have known what it is to dwell in Darkneſs, and 
to work and travel in the Land thereof, and have 
been ſurrounded therewith, and encompaſſed with the 
thick Miſts and Fogs in the dark Region of the 
Shadow” of Death; ſuch can remember that their 


Steps were made in ſolitary Places, and their Habita- 


tion as where Dragons, Otols and Bats were: their 
Companions ; and therein were ſtumbling and groping, 
like blind Men for the Wall: Theſe have been in 
this State, who are come to know Redemption and 
Deliverance from it, and can ſay in Truth, that 
Darkneſs is paſt, and the true Lighi now ſhineth in and 


 wilg them; theſe can ſay, it is a bleſſed State indeed; 


and that it is' more, to - witneſs and experience the 


Truth of theſe three Words, Darkneſs 1s paſt, * 


* co hear — read — of good Words. © + 
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» There is much in the Words; thoſe that know 
Darkneſs is paſt and gone, are come to the everlaſting 
Pay of God, to the riſing of the glorious Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, which hath cauſed the yery Shadows 
of Death to flee away; and they know the very 
Womb in which is, and hath been bred and generated, 
all the evil and Wickedneſs-that comes forth in the 
World of Mankind, made barren, removed and 
vahiſhed away, They are come to the Springing of 
that Day, and to the Ariſing of that Sun, that diſ- 
perſeth all the Miſts and Fogs, Clouds and Errors, 
that did encompaſs them about, and made them to 
walk in the Shadow of Death. Their Hearts are made 
to rejoice in the Feeling and Enjoyment thereof, their 
Eyes become fatisfied, with ſeeing the Glory of the 
true Light that now ſhineth, and they find their 
Hearts engaged to walk in the ſame ; not only to 
roteſs and talk of it, but to walk in it; and become 
not only Children of it, but young Men, Fathers and 
Elders in it. Walking in the Light, implies no lets 
than being led and guided by it, than bringing every 
Thought, Word and Deed to it, 0 be tried, not only 
in our ſolemn Meetings and Aſſemblies, but at all 
Times and in all Places; in all our Affairs, Dealings 
and Converſe among Men, even in our common 
Occaſions ; and as all are found herein, they are 
jn the true Worſhip of God, whether together. or 
r N | 


XLVII. They are true and faithful Sayings teſti- 
fied of old, That there remains a Reſt, and the Believer 
entereth into it ; and ke that is entered into this Reſt, 
hath ceaſed from his own Works, as God did from bis, 
This is the [Subſtance and Antitype of the, Jews 
Sabbath; and this Reſt is inward and ſpiritual, even 
a Stay and Reſt for the Soul, for the Mind, wherein 
that bleſſed State, ſpoken of in old Time, is wit- 
neſſed, viz. Thou wilt keep him in perfett Peace, whoſe 
| Mind 
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Mind is laid upon thee. This is a bleſſed State indeed, 
to be kept in perfect Peace; thoſe that know an En- 
terance into this Reſt, into this Peace, and abide in 
it, know a ceaſing from their own Works, from 
following their own Thoughts, and doing their own 
Will: Such keep holy Day to the Lord; and do 
know that the Day of the Lord, long ſpoken and 
Propheſied of, is come, and that the glorious Light 
thereof now ſhineth. | 
This Day is the Day of the great Sabbath, in which 
Chrift ſtands up as a Teacher of his People, and they 
hear and underſtand his Voice, and follow him, and 
ſhut their Ear againſt the many Voices that are in the 
World. This is the Teacher we have been directed 
to from the Beginning. We have not been called to 
a Noiſe or Sound of Words, nor to a bare Pro- 
ſeſſion; but to inherit Subſtance, to enjoy Reſt, even 
that Reſt which hath been prepared of old for the 
People of God, and which doth remain, and is very 
glorious, as thofe that have entered into it can wit- 
neſs: And this is my Experience and Teſtimony, 
That none can enter into this Reſt, but as they know 
a ceaſing from their own Works, their own Willing, 
Running and Thinking, and every Thought brought 
into the Obedience of Chriſt ; no further than this is 
effected, can any Entrance be witneſſed by any into 
this Reſt that is prepared, and that doth remain, let 
Peoples Talk and Profeſſion be what it will. 
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XLVIII. This is a great Truth, that where a 
Bridle to the Tongue is not known, and a Chain to the 
Will, Affecticus, Luſts and Paſſions witneſſed, the Re- 
ligon of ſuch is vain ; though ſuch may talk of Reſt 
and Peace, yet they enjoy none. 

John the Divine ſaw an Angel come down from 
Heaven having the Key of the Bottomleſs-pit, and a 
great Chain in his Hand, who laid hold upon the Dra- 
gon, that old Serpent, which is the Devil and m—_ 
ä an 
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and bound him, &c. This, every Particular is to ſee 
and know effected in the Revelation of God, before 
they can witneſs an Entrance into, and a fitting down 
in that Reft which is glorious, and which the Light 
of this glorious Day leads the Children thereof into : 
So i it is precious to wait upon the Lord, who dwells 
in the Light, and leadeth the Children ders into 
the Enjoy ment of Reſt, 


XILIX. Certainly it was the Joy * Delight 
of the Righteous in all Ages, to draw nigh unto the 
Lord with their Hearts ; to be inward with bim in 
their Minds; and it is the Joy and Delight of the 
Righteous 1 in this Age, who, by drawing nigh unto 
the Lord, experience the Truth of that Teſtimony, 
Thoſe that draw nigh unto the Lord, the Lord will 
draw: nigh unto them, and are Witneſſes of his hea- 
venly Preſence, and partake of the Joy of his Salva- 
tion, having their Converſation. in Heaven, where 
God dwelleth ; and walk with God as Enoch did, 
and talk with him as Abraham, Moſes, and the Pro- 
phets did. This is witneſſed by a Remnant in this 
Age, as in Ages paſt ; for the Day of Life and 
Salvation is come, and the bleſſed Way that leadeth 
thereto is known, and evidently made manifeſt to 
Thouſands in this our native Country, (and Iſland 
of the Gentiles) on whom the Glory of the Lord 1s 
 niſen, 

It is a bleſſed Thing, to know the Way of Life 
and Salvation, but it is more bleſſed, and a greater 
degree of Happineſs, for every Particular, to whom 
it hath appeared, to know themſelves fitted and pre- 
pared, by walking in the Light thereof, 10 poſſeſs 
and inherit the ſame. Knowing of it, and proteſſing 
of it, is not ſufficient ; it is a being led by it into 
the Poſſcſſion of Life and Salvation that is the one 
Thing ncedful. This diſtinguiſhes us from all the 
Sefts and Opinions, Churches or Congregations of 


People, 
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People, upon the Face of the Earth; and this 1 is 
that which is worthy to be waited for, and is the 
bleſſed End of all holy Writing, Reading, Preach- 


Ib ing and Believing, even to poſſeſs the I ing read, 


writ and preached. of. Such as are taught of the 
Lord, and eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs, not only 
know: it, and profeſs it, but are eſtabliſhed in it. 
This is the Mark of the high Calling, which all that 
are but in the Way that leadeth thereto, are to 
preſs after, that they may come to the Enjoyment 


thereof. 


It is the taſting and ſeeing how good the Lord is, 
that raiſeth and quickeneth Deſires to enjoy him, and 
more and more engageth to draw nigh. unto him, 
and to wait upon him. It is the taſting of the Streams 
ot the River of, Lite and Pleaſure that is at the right 
Hand of God, that. alone reneweth Strength; and 
ſuch only are Witneſſes of the Truth of that Saying, 


'They that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their Strength, 


ana mount upward as upon the Wings of an Eagle, run 
witbout Wearineſs, and walk without fainting, even in 


the Way of God's Commandments with Delight; 


being become more natural and pleaſant ſo to do, 
than ever it was to do the contrary. 

So this is the bleſſed State and Privilege of many 
Friends, to draw ſo nigh unto the Lord, as that they 
not only taſte and ſee the Goodneſs of the Lord, but 
are alſo filled and ſatisfied with the Renewings of 


Strength, divine Refreſhments, and heavenly Conſo- 


4] tion in their Souls, whereby they are made more 
and more in Love with him, and engaged continually 
to wait upon him. And in this ſtands the Happinets 
and Preſervation of all Friends, even as the Eye of 
their Minds is kept always looking unto the Lord, 
and waiting upon him, even as the Eye of a Maid is 


upon the Hand of her Miſtreſs, and much more. 


Where this Taſting, . Ve Drawing and Waiting 
earinels and Fainting 
abounds, 


LIN 


abounds, and the Enemy of their Soul prevails, let 
ths Talk 0 Profeſſion of Religion be what it will. 


"0 It is a Bleſſing, yea, the Blefling of all Bleſ- 
ſings, for every Particular to know and feel: within 
themſelves, that he Spirit of God bears witneſs with 
their Spirits, that they are the Sons and Daughters of 
God, that they are begotten by him to 4 doeh Hope; 
whereby they purify themſelves even as he is pure, and 
that they are Chriſtians indeed, Jraelites indeed, in 
whom is no Guile. This I ſay is the Bleſſing of all 
Bleſſings, for every one to have the Spirit of God to 
witneſs thoſe Things unto them; and this is precious 
to wait for and enjoy; for he chat hath called us is 
holy, is harmleſs; is without Guile; ſo as we follow 
and obey him, we ſhall be like him, as the primitive 
Chriſtians were, who laid, We know that when be doth 
appear, we ſhall be like bim. This Teſtimony of the 
Spirit of God is more than a thouſand Witneſſes, It 
was the only Comforter of the Righteous in all Aſs 
paſt, and is the ſame now in this Age. 

It is good to mind the Spirit and its Teſtimony. 
ſo as to become ſpiritually - minded; then Life and 
Peace is known, and Death and Trouble vaniſheſh 
away, and the Truth of that Saying is truly: witneſſed, 
To be ſpiritually- minded is Life and Peace, _ to 555 
carnally- minded is Death. 

Of a Truth, the Spirit of Grace and Truth is come, 
and many are living Witneſſes of its Appearance and 
Power, not only to reprove and convince, but to 
comfort and conſolate thoſe that have and do wait 
for its Appearance, and are in Love therewith, and 
have their Ear open to its Teaching, and their Mads 
and Hearts exerciſed in it. In this ſtands the ever- 
laſting Joy, Peace, Comfort and Conſolation of the 
Righteous, even as they continually learn of the 


Spirit of Grace, and are Witneſſes of the Leading of 
it, and Guidance of it, out of all Evil into all Good, 


noc 


1961 


not only in their ſolemn Aſſemblies, but at all Times 
and in all Places, when about their common Oecca- 
ſions, to feel and know the preſerving Power thereof, 
enabling them to do what they ought to do, and to 
leave bh undone they ought not to do. As they 
keep in the Senſe and Exerciſe of this Spirit of Grace, 
they excel all the Sects and bare Profeſſors in Chriſten- 
dom. This alone makes them differ from them all, 
even as they grow in Spirit, from one degree of Grace 
unto another, from Knowledge to Knowledge, from 
Faith to Faith, from Strength to Strength, from 
Children to young Men, from young Men to Elders 
and Fathers, even to the Stature and Fulneſs of Chriſt, 
having his Mind ; doing always that which pleaſeth God, 
Such are Sons of God without Rebuke, and are able 
to ſay, as ſome of old did, viz. We can do nothing 
againſt the Truth, This is an high and heavenly 
State indeed, which all are to wait for and prefs 
after, which is poſſible to be attained unto, even in 
this Age, as in Ages paſt ; and ſuch can ſay, Greater 
is be that is in us, than he that is in the World ; and 
are daily Witneſſes of his Strength, in prefervin 
them out of the Evil of the World, though the 
live and labour in it, and daily converſe with the 
Children thereof. . | | 
So this is that which keeps us a living People, 
and a virtuous People, even as we abide in him, in- 
creaſe and grow in him, who at firſt appeared unto 
us, and unto whom our Minds were at firſt directed. 
Herein we ſhall be Preachers of Righteouſneſs, Lights 
of the World, and as the Salt of the Earth indeed. 


LI. It is a precious Thing to wait, walk and 
dwell in the Light, even in that which 'makes all 
Things manifeſt ; and thoſe that wait and walk in it, 
are led by it to the riſing of the Son, even the ever- 
laſting Son of Righteouſneſs, whoſe Glory, Light 
and Virtue, doth as really diſperſe and drive away 
92 | the 
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the vain Thoughts, dark Imaginations, Fogs, Clouds 
and Miſts of Ignorance and Darkneſs within, as the 
outward Sun .doth expel, extinguiſh, and cauſe the 
Fogs, Miſts and Darkneſs to vaniſh away outwardly : 
This many are Witneſſes of. n 
The very Remembrance of the firſt Diſcovery of 
Truth under this Name Light, in this our Age, is 
very precious. The Truth is but one, but it hath 
many Names; and this Name Ligbt, to a Remnant, 
is very excellent. Many righteous Men and Pro- 
phets, in former A ges, foretold of the Glory of this 


Why or Light that now ſhineth, and propheſied of 
its 


eaking forth unto a People that ſate in Darkness, 
and that were covered with the Shadow, of the Night, 


and dwelt in the Region of Death. We ſee the ful- 


filling of theſe Things; for we ſate in Darkneſs, and 
wandered in deſolate Places, and were encompaſſec 
with the Region and Shadow of Death. Oh ! -how 
ſweet was the Light when it firſt ſprang unto us, and 
cauſed us to ſee over the Tops of the high Mountains 
of Darkneſs, and diſcovered unto us the ſecret Cham- 
bers of Imagery, and the hidden Things of Dark- 
neſs, and guided our Feet out of the Mire and Clay, 
and ſet them. at liberty, to walk-in that Path which 
leadeth out of the Way of Death and Dark neſs. 


| This is that Manifeſtation of Light, by which all 


theſe Things are effected, to which our Minds were 
at firſt turned; which Light judgeth every Appear- 


ance of Evil, and leadeth all, that walk in it, out 


of the ſame. - This is the Path-way, that not only 
leadeth into Innocency, but preſerveth in it; for 
there is a Poſſibility in this Age as of old, that People 
may loſe a good State, be tempted out of Innocency 
and a Virgin's State, after they have attained unto it. 
This made Paul exhort thoſe he wrote to, To beware 
teſt Ibe Serpent beguiled them as be did Eve. How was 


that ? Why, draw or allure them 'out of Innocency, + 


out of Harmleſneſs and a ſinleſs State, into Sin or 
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of the Lord was as a Buckler, as a Shield, as à Tower 
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8 | of 
Paradice. This he hath done, and may do again. 


People may loſe a good State, yea, their Place ih 
Paradice, if not watchful ; therefore good is it to 


wait and watch in the Light, which not only leadeth 
into the Garden of God again, and bringeth to the 
Tree of Life, and gives Right to eat thereof, but 


Alſd preſetveth in the ſame ; diſcovers and gives 


Dominion over the Tempter, and keepeth from fall- 
ing into the Temptation. mo Ni 

It is no wondef to us, why the old Enemy of 
Mankind rageth againſt the Truth, under this Name 
Light ; and that he gives it ſo many opprobrious and 
deſpicable Names, that People might not regard it, 
nor believe in it as it is; knowing that it undermines 
his Kingdom of Darkneſs, and diſcovers him and all 
his Works, and deſtroys them alſo. We are Wit- 


neſſes of the Power and Virtue of Faith in the Light, 


that it is able to break all the Chains of Darkneſs, 
and deliver out of the Fetters of Death and Hell ; 
and we alſo know, that there is not any other Way 


or Means under Heaven appointed of God, that is 


able to effect this Work. All other Ways, Means 
and Inventions of Men, are not able to break one 
Link of the Chains of Darknefs. Tis Faith in Chrift 
the Light, which reproveth the World of Sin. 
Though this Light ſhines in the World in wicked 
Men in Darkneſs, yet they having not Faith in it, 
believing not in it, as that in which God dwells, they 
never know the ſaving Power and Virtue thereof; 
yet its reproving and condemning Power ſuch ſhall 


not eſcape. 


IIII. It is a bleſſed Thing, for People to know the 
Name of the Lord, even as ſome in Ages paſt knew it, 


and have left their Knowledge and Experience upon 


Record; who could ſay and witneſs, that he Name 


of 
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of Defence, yea, as a ſtrong Tower, into which the 
Righteous fled and were fafe. It is very precious for 
People fo to know the Name of the Lord, and to 
meet together in it ; ſuch are in a Capacity to enjoy, 
poſſeſs and inherit all the Blaſings that ever were pro- 
miſed, and to avoid and eſcape all the Curſes that 
were ever threatened, | | 

The glorious Light of the Goſpel, that now ſhmeth 
in the Hearts of a Remnant, is the Name gf the Lord, 
whereby he hath made himſelf manifeſt to us in this 
our Day and Age. As we wait together, and walk 
together in this Name, we are Witneſſes and Expe- 
riencers of the fulfilling of that Promiſe, Where two 
or three are met together in my Name, there am I in the 


Midſt ; ſuch know their Teacher, their Saviour, in 


the Midſt, and their Eye is towards him, and their 


Ear open to his Voice, who is a Teacher, one of a 
thouſand, who teacheth to profit indeed. Many, that 
have learned of him, can ſay, They ſoon became wiſer 
than all their former Teachers. Thus to hear and learn 
of him, is the bleſſed End of all Preaching, Hearing 
and Believing ; and of all the Ordinances, Miniſtra- 
tions, Diſpenſations and Appointments of God, ever 
ſince the Fall of Man, even to bear and obey the 
Voice of the Son of God, who is Light, and dwells in 
the Light, wherein the Righteous in all Ages had 
Fellowſhip with God, and one with another. 
To know this Name, js more than a Talk and a 


bare Profeſſion. To know it as a ſafe hiding Place, 


a ſure Rock, and Tower of Defence when the Enemy 
aſſaults, when Floods of Temptations attend, when 
Arrows fly by Night, and ceaſe not in the Day; 
when Storms deſcend, and Winds blow. This was 
and is the bleſſed End of the Knowledge of the Name 
of the Lord in all Ages, to lave and preſerve them 
that have it, from all Dangers that attend them at all 
Times and in all Places, from the Enemy of their 
Souls, that his fiery Darts * not hurt them, 1 | 
| 4 
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his Floods drown them, nor the Storms and Windy 
overthrow them, nor the Enemies of their own Houſe 
prevail againſt them. 

This was the Reaſon why thoſe that knew it, com- 

it to a ſtrong Tower, &c. They often medi- 
tated in it, and thought upon the Name of the Lord, 
and thereby found Strength to abſtain Fon every 
earance of Evil, and to reſiſt the Devil in all his 
Attempts. This is a happy State indeed, which 
thoſe only & know the Wane of the Lord, and 
can truſt in it, do enjoy. 

By this may all the bare Profeſſors of all the 
various Names in Chriſtendom (ſo called) be proved 
and tried ; who talk much, and profeſs much, of the 
Name of the Lord, but do not depart from Iniquity, 
do not ceaſe from Evil, do not know his Name as a 

rong Tower, to ſave and preſerve them from the 
Strength and Power of the Enemy of their Souls ; fo 
notwithſtanding their great Profeſſion of the Name of 
the Lord, they do not depart from Iniquity ; and tho? 
they take his Name into their Mouths, they hate to be 
reformed by him; which is a great Abomination to the 
Lord, and ſtinks in his Noſtrils. For this! teſtify in 
the Name of the Lord, that all People upon the 
Face of the Earth, let their Name and Sort of Reli- 
on be what it will, who profefs the Name of the 
d, and are found in evil doing, their Profeſſion is 
vain, and' their Religion a Lye. In Sin they live, 
and in Sin they will die, except they come to know 
that Repentance which is never to be repented of ; 
till which, they can never come to know the Name 
of the Lord as a ſtrong Tower, Buckler or Shield; but 
are led captive and enſnared by the Enemy * their 
Souls, even at his Pleaſure. 


LIII. In this ſtands our Bleſſedneſs and everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs, as our Eye is kept always look ing to 
Jeſus, the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, and not 

only 


f 
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only to know him the Author, the Beginner of Faith, 
but the Finiſher, the Ender alſo ; to know the End of 
Faith, which is the Salvation of our Souls; ſuch know 
Salvation nearer than when they firſt believed. It is a 
bleſſed Thing, to have and know that Faith which 
Jeſus is the Aurhor of; the leaſt Meaſure bf which, is 
very precious and very powerful; though it be but as 
4 Grain of Muſtard-ſeed, it removes Mountains, and 
doth wonderful Things. Many are living Witneſſes 
in this Age, as in Ages paſt, of the Power of Faith, 
even in the Beginning of its Work ; but it is an 
higher State to know the End of it, the Finiſhing of 
it, to know the Work thereof done 3 to know the 
Heart purified by it, and the Victory over the World 
obtained; the wicked One ſubdued and overcome, 
brought down and deſtroyed, This is a bleſſed State 
indeed, and that which all are to wait for, preſs after 
and witneſs, The only Way to attain it, is always 
to look to Jeſus, to keep the Eye of the Mind to- 
ward him, and the Ear open to him, who alone 
teacheth to profit, even in Silence, when no Word is 
ſpoken outwardly. This is the bleſſed End of the 
Miniſtry and Miniſters of Truth the Lord hath 
ſent amongſt us, and of all Preaching, Writing 
and Printing, even that every one's Eye might be 
turned to Jeſus, always looking to him who hath 
begun the good Work, and who alone is able to 
finiſh it. 1 775 


LIV. It is a bleſſed State, to be 46 a Stranger 


and Pilgrim on the Earth, and to be able to fay in- 


Truth, as ſome of old did, Ye have here no continuing 
City, but wwe ſeek one to come. I ſay, this is a bleſſed 
State; but it is more bleſſed to find the City ſought 
for, to know the heavenly City to be come, to know 
the heavenly Jerujalem come down from above, from 
God out of Heaven, and to be a Citizen of it ; ſuch 
dwell in a quiet Habitation, and know Jeruſalem be- 
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come the Praiſe of the whole Earib. Such are redeem- 


_ . ed from the Earth, who dwell in this heavenly City, 


where no unclean Thing can enter; they dwell not 
upon the Earth, neither do they inhabit the dark 
Corners thereof, where the Woe and Miſery is, as it 
is written, Woe to them that dwell upon the Earth : 
Moe to the Inhabitants of the Earth, for the Devil is 
come down amongſt you, &c. Oh! let none that talk 
of, and profeſs themſelves Citizens of the heavenly 
Feruſalem, be found Inhabiters of the Earth! but let 
all travel Sion-ward, until they come to dwell therein, 
and become free Citizens thereof, who are not fellow 
Citizens with the Saints in Light, who dwell not 
within the Gates thereof. Oh ! preſs forward to the 
fame, that a ſitting down in the Kingdom you may 
witneſs. This is the End of our Pilgrimage; the 
End of ſeeking a City that will continue, whoſe 
Builder and Maker is God, who is .worſhiped in 
this City in the Spirit, in the Truth, and hath ever- 
laſting Praiſe from all the Inhabitants thereof. 5 

The outward Jew, the outward Jeruſalem, the 
outward Temple, the outward Furniture thereof, and 
the Worſhips and Worſhipers therein, were Shadows, 
Figures and Types of theſe Things. Feruſalem was 
the Place of Worſhip, and all were to repair thither 
to worſhip, to make their Offerings, and offer their, 
Sacrifices z and where ever the People were, when 
they prayed or worſhiped, they were to turn their 
Faces towards the City of Jeruſalem. To be Wit- 
neſfes of the coming down of the heavenly City 
Jeruſalem, and a being fellow Citizens of the Saints in. 
Light, is the Antitype and Subſtance of thoſe Things, 
and of all the bleſſed Promiſes relating thereunto, and 
is that which all are to wait for, who have not at- 


- tained thereto, but are in the Way thereof. 


LV. It is a true Saying recorded in the holy 
Scriptures, that the Nord is nigh, in the Mouth, and 
| in 
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in the Heart; none need to aſcend or deſcend to fetch it 
down, or bring it up. This was the Word of Faith, 
preached and believed by the primitive Chriſtians, 
and is now again preached and believed in by a 
Remnant in this Age. Eleſſed are all thoſe that 
know, experience and abide in the ſame, that always 
hear and obey the Voice and Teachings thereof, that 
are always learning of it, not only when they meet 
together in one Place, but at all Times, and in all 
Places, in all their common Occaſions to lend' their 
Ear unto it, and receive its Inſtruction. Such aſ- 
ſuredly will be made wiſe unto Salvation. Such will 
not be always learning, and never learned; neither 
will they remain laden with Sin, nor be led about by 
divers Luſts, but will witneſs the powerful Salvation 
of God through Faith in the Word, which is quick, 
ſharp and powerful ; quick to teach and inſtruct in 
all that is good, and to reproye and condemn all that 
is evil 3 and ſharp and powerful to cut down and 
deſtroy that which did formerly load with Sin, and 
led about into the Things that are evil. 
The hearing and obeying this Word of Life, this 
inward ſpeaking Word of God, that is nigh in the 
Mouth and in the Heart, is the only Ground of all 


true Learning and Knowledge; and all that deſpiſe 
the Voice of it, and ſhut their Ears againſt the 


Teachings of it, and have not Faith in it, though 


they may be furniſned with all the Academical Learn: 


ing in the World, and be diligent Hearkeners to 
the Voice of Men and Books, yet will they remain 
Strangers to, and ignorant of the pure ſanctifying, 
ſatisfying Wiſdom, and peaceable Salvation of God, 
and under the Burthen and Power of Sin, under the 
Command of their Luſts, Wills and Paſſions, ** 
The Want of Faith in the Word and Power of 
God within, and the Neglect of hearing the ſtil] ſmall 
Voice thereof, is the Ground and Cauſe of all Igno- 
rance, Errors, Darkneſs and Confuſion am@ng Men, 


G 3 | of 
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of all Sects and Sorts of Religion upon he Face 0 
the whole Earth. . f 


LVI. It is a precious Thing to have Faith, and 
to be alwa 77 looking unto Jeſus: the Author and Finiſher 
of it ; and to be growing and encreaſmng in it, from 
one degree unto another. They are the bleſſed People 
who, wait, walk and live together in this Faith, which 
0 Jeſus ! is the Author of, and is the ſame which was 
once delivered to the Saints; being the Gift of Cod. 
and not of Man. The leaſt Meaſure of which is 
very powerful, though but as a Grain of Muſtard- 
feed, it is able to remove Mountains ; and all that 
know the Growing and Increaſe of it, and perſevere 
therein, come to know Jeſus not ↄnly the Author, 
but the Finiſher of Faith ; not only the Beginner, but 
the Ender of it ; for Faith hath an End, even the 
Salvation of the Soul; and all that attain to that 
End, can rejoice- in the Salvation of God, which is 
Fome nearer unto them than when they firſt believed. 

Let all the Sects in Chriſtendom, who talk of having 
Faith in God, Sc. try and examine. what: their Faith 
bath done for them, If it hath not removed Mountains 
of Darkneſs and Ignorance if it hath not purified 
their Hearts; if it hath not given them Victory 
over the World, ſaved them out of the Evil thereof, 
enabled them to pleaſe God, to live -unto him, and 
to find Acceptance with him ; if they know not theſe 
Things wrought in them and for them, they may 
infallibly conclude heir Faith is dead, and is none of 
that Faith which is the Gift of God, once delivered 
to, and received by the primitive Saints, which Jeſus 
was the Author of ; buüt is a Faith of their own 
making, and is like the Faith of Devils, who believe 
and tremble ; the only Fruit and Effect of the n 
of Wen ang Err . 0% tore | 
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LVII. It is a bleſſed Thing, to know and witnefs 
a meeting together, and a waiting together in the Name 
len Which Name is a Myſtery to all the private 
 Opmioniſts or Sects in Chriſtendom. But ſuch as meet 
in this Name, and know ' Jeſus in the Midſt, the 
peaceable Saviour in the Midſt, ſuch know the hea- 
venly Adorning of a meek and quiet Spirit, the 
Prince of Peace, and' his peaceable Government in 
the Midft ; the Lamb upon the Throne, the Righ- 
teous ene Rule, the Land rejoicing, and heavenly 
Peace in their Borders. Lag 
It is the true Waiters and Meeters in this Name, 
that enjoy all the Bleſſings promiſed. It is they that 
know their Strength renewed, their Faith and Confi- 
dence in God renewed; their Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge encreaſed with the Encreaſe of God; they 
know the Light to ſhine more and more unto a per- 
fect Day, as was witneſſed of old, Fhe Fuſt Man's 
. Path is as a ſhining Light, that ſhineth mors and more 
unto a perfect Day. b 1 15 
Many in this our Age, are not only come to the 
perfect Day, but are alſo Children of the Light and 
of the Day. In this Day Jeriſalem is ſearched as with 
Candles, even Feruſalem the choſen beloved City, 
and every Inhabitant of it; and the bleſſed End of 
Searching, is to cleanſe and purify it. Judgment be- 
gins at the Houſe of God, to purge away and ſweep 
out all that doth defile, and to lay waſte: Babylon the 
City of Confuſion, the Myſtery of Iniquity. Theſe 
Things are to be known and experienced in every 
Particular, even Ferau/alem ſearched and cleanſed, and 
Babylon waſted and deſtroyed ;- and the Encreaſe of 
the Kingdom of Heaven within, the Power, Light 
and Glory thereof ſhining more and more within. 
As in this Name we meet and abide, we feel the 
Kingdom come, and the Will of God done; and 


whatſoever we aſk in this Name, we receive, ac- 


cording to Chriſt's Promiſe; for we have not been 
PAY G4 | called 
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called to a Sound of Words, to Figures; Types and 
Shadows, nor to depend upon the Lips of others, 


though enabled to make long Declarations of the 


Truth itſelf ; but to inherit Subſtance, to feel Jeſus 
the Truth in the Midſt, the Tree of Life in the 
Midſt, and to eat of the Fruit thereof, and to fit 
under his Shadow with great Delight. Theſe Things 


are a Remnant come unto, and do enjoy, This is 


the Crown and Rejoicing of the Meſſengers and Mini- 
ſters of the Lord, when they come among us, to 
find us feeding on the Bread of Life; enjoying and 
poſſeſfing Subſtance, Peace, Life and everlaſting Sal- 
vation: And it is their Sorrow and Trouble to find a 
People under the Profeſſion of Truth, always learn- 
ing, but never learned; always hearing, and yet 
ignorant of the Voice of the Word of, Life in them- 
ſelves, and of that living Bread which comes down 
from Heaven. | e eee Ha 


LVIII. To them that believe Chriſt i precious, 


even him whom the Nations deſpiſe, and all the 


Maſter Builders of Chriſtendom ſet at nought : I fay, 
to thoſe that believe he is precious, he is become the 
Head of the Corner, They love him in all his Ap- 


* & & 


pearances, Manifeſtations, Diſpenſations and Opera- 
tions; whether he appear as a Judge, as a Convincer, 
as a Reprover, as a Refiner with Fire, and a Fuller 
with Sope; or as a Comforter, Saviour or Prince of 
Peace. In all theſe his Offices, he is precious to thoſe 
that believe in him, becauſe — know and believe, 
that the bleſſed End of every Appearance and Opera- 
tion of his Spirit in them, is in order to make them 
happy. ne elt o mobuaat, 1 
It is very bleſſed to know him appear as a Judge, 
as a Reprover, as a Refiner and Fuller, Sc. This 
is more than a bare Profeſſion, and beyond all the 
nominal Chriſtians upon the Face of the Earth; but 
it is much more bleſſed to know him a Finiſher of the 

l. 9 eee 
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Work, to know Jud refed, brought forth to Victory, 
to know a being refined, a being purifled, a being 
ſanctified and faded. his is a Hale that every Be- 
liever is to wait for and experience; without hich, 
they cannot be Chriſtians indeed, Falte indeed, in 
whom is no Gulle, 

For this I teſtify, That this is the End of the 
bleſſed Appearance of the Son of God, the Light, 
Grace, Spirit, Power or Love of God within ; (which 
is all one Thing, though under different Names) ſo 
to work and operate in every true Believer in him, 
and Lover of him, as to make an End of Sin, finiſn 
Tranſgreſſion, and bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
This is the bleſſed End of all his Offices. 

The titular Chriſtian that talks of Chriſt and his 
Offices, as King, Prieſt and Prophet, Saviour and 
Redeemer, Sc. and knows him not firſt as a Refiner, 
as a Fuller, as a Purger of the Floor, and a Burner 
of the Chaff with unquenchable Fire, deceives his 
own Soul with a vain Talk and Profeſſion; ſo never 
witneſſeth Sin made an End of, nor Tranſgreſſion 
finiſhed, nor everlaſting Righteouſneſs brought in. 
Except this be known, all Profeſſion is vain, and 
Peop 0 cheat themſelves with the Name Chriſtian, 
the Nr thereof being Wet 

It. is very precious and abſolutely ricedful, for every 
Patticutar that! profeſſeth the Name of Chrili, and 
ſaith that he is a Believer in him, to feel and know 
his Heart and Mind truly in Love with every Ap- 

arance'of him in his Soul; to follow it and obey 
F. and to enjoy the End thereof, viz. Everlaſting 
Salvation brought in, Sin made an, End of, that he 
may appear the ſecond Time without Sin unto Salva- 
tion. This is worthy to be waited for; and as every 
one loves the Appearance of Chriſt, and joins to it in 
their Hearts, againſt every Appearance of Evil, they 
are in the Way that leadeth thereto, even to everlaſt- 
ing Life, Peace and . T. is the new and 


living 
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fiving Way, and hire is not anviter; Alt chit hp 
out of this Way, Strangers to it in their Minds, their 


arts being allenated from it, never come to inherit 


Subftance, nor to know everlaſting Righteouſneſs 
brought in, Unrighteoufneſs finiſhed and "i forth, 
the Houle ſwept, purged. and cleanfed, and they 
made an Hobliacion f for God in the Spirit, but de 
remain as an Habitation for Devils, a Cage for unclean 
Birds, and a Place for Dragons; though they may 
talk of the Fame of Wifdom, Sancłification and Re- 
demption, Righteouſneſs and Salvation, yet they are 
found in the contrary ; in Captivity and Bondage, 

they talk of Freedom and Redemption; in 
Unholineſs and Corruption, while they talk of Sancti- 
fication and'R (RW Let al . * 
hereof. 2d 


TX. Ie i a Bleed This for Pe 7 to meet 
together in one Place 4vith one Accord, a minding one 
Thing, every Mind: exerciſed, in the $ 2 and in the 
Truth, wherein alone God is worſhiped. This is the 
Worſhip a Remnant are called unto, which Worſhip 
doth not begin When their ſolemn Meetings begin, 
neither doth it end when they part, but is at all Times 
and in all Places. It is as every one is found therein, 
that they and their Worſhip differ from all the formal 
Worthipers upon "the Face of the whole Earth, whoſe 
Worſhip ſtands in the Traditions and Inventions of 
Men, in fer Times, and. at certain Places, in ſayin 
certain Prayers, reading divers Leffons, preaching ing 
ſinging, G. Every Mind being Greise 15 the 
Truth, every Thing that is contrary thereunto, is 
— to bow and bend unto. it; every Thought, 

every Imagination, every Deſire, and Affection made 
ſubject to the Truth, worſhiping or bowing to the 
Name of Jeſus. This is more than bowing the Knee, 
or all bodily Exerciſe whatſoever ; more than all 
— and * Worſhip, more than all the 

Maſs-houſe, 


* 
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Maß- houſe, and Houſe- W of all the 
ders Faſhions in Chrift.ndom.” For wi: the Mind 
is carndlly exerciſed, the Heart corrupt, the Conſciente 
defiled, che Underſtanding datkened ; all is but Will. 
worſhip,' Self- work, and —_— Ry oy 


hath 0 Acceptance with God. 
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LX. It is a true Say 4 Chuilt f dene 
Diſciples, my he faid, If 1 go . away, — Com- 
forter will not come. There is much in the Words 
many have read them, but have not underſtood what 
they read; for it is a bleſſed Thing, to know the 
going away of Chriſt after the Fleſh, and to be able 
to ſay, as one of old did, Know I bim ſo mo more, 
They are thoſe that know him come again in the 
Spirit as a Comforter, as a Prince of Peace, and are 
Witneſſes of his peaceable Government in their Souls, 
and cap lay; Hes auld, and u- lot wi another. 


LXI. Of a Truth, the Times of Refreſhing are 
come from the Preſence of the Lori, the Showers 
from Heaven are falling, and the heavenly Mamma is 
rained down, and are livingly refreſhed there- 
with, and are become as à well watered Garden: 
Who were as a Defart and Wilderneſs, are now bloſ- 
ſoming as a Roſe ; and thoſe that were barren, now 
bear and bring forth Fruit unto God. This is the 
n and ig een 
nant. . N 8 J N 
Bleſſed ages the Pun that can meet together with 
one Accord, and ſit before the Lord waiting upon 
him. Such ſit as at a 2 
richly ſpread before them: eat and drink and 
are ſatisfied. Their — Happineſs and Bleſ- 
neſs ſtands in this; in feeling their Hearts and 
inds continually drawn nigh unto the Lord, and 
Raid upon. him; not only in their ſolemn Meetings, 
on at all Times. In this they are preſerved in-a 


Capacity 
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Capacity to partake of the Mercies and Bleſſings. of 
the Lord daily and hourly. This is a bleſſed and 
ſafd State indeed; to know a Stay to the Mind, to 


* © know:the Heart fixed, joined, ſettled upon the Lord. 


Such cannot be eaſily moved, neither can the Enemy 
prevail againſt ſuch, nor the Stranger intermeddle 
with their Joy. Their Bread is ſure, and their Water 
fails not. They are Witneſſes of the Truth of that 
Prophet's Words, who ſaid, (ſpeaking of the Lord) 
Thou wilt keep them in perfect — whoſe Minds are 
ſaid upon thee. What can any deſire more than per- 
fect Peace? Peace that is intire, wanting nothing, full 
of Satisfaction, and Rejoicing in the inward Man. 
Oh! what would a Remnant have given in Times 
ſt, to have known a Stay to their Minds, to have 
— the heavenly Treaſure, which is ſufficient to 
latisfy, refreſh and — their Souls? This is the 
Pearl of great Price indeed. This is the eating of the 
Tree of Life indeed, and is the only Way and Means 
to come to the Poſſeſſion of all the IT redfores of Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Knowledge that lie hid in Chriſt Jeſus,” and 
to inherit all the Bleſlings that attend the Chriſtian 
Religion we profels;; but thoſe that are of a wander- 
ing Mind, -their Thoughts, Wills and Affections un- 
ſubdued, unmortified; they are in that State wherein 
they know; not when Good comes, and as broken 
Ciſterns that can hold no Water. | 
So this is the main Thing, — our Safety 108 
Happineſs ſtands, viz. to know our Minds and Hearts 
drawn nigh unto the Lord, our Eyr fixed upon 
him; that after we have partobk of his Bleſſings, and 
been retreſhed- with his Preſence, we may abide. with 
him in that Capacity, wherein we may be always 
receiving from him that which doth ſatisfy our Souls, 
and miniſter true Content to our Minds. Nothing 
is able thus to do, but the daily Bread. What we 
eat: to Day, will not ſerve To- morrow. Give us 
this l our daily Bread. Bread every Day freſh 1 
bs 
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freſh from the Table of the Lord. Hereby is the 
wing from Grace to Grace, from Faith to Faith, 
rom- one degree of Glory unto another witneſſed, 
even till we all come unto the Stature and Fulneſs of 
Chriſt. The more any thus truly wait to enjoy, the 
more they feel their Strength renewed with heavenly 
Encouragement, ſo that they can run and not be 
weary, and walk and not be faint, | 


LXII. That which makes a People bleſſed and 
happy above all the Families of the Earth, is, that 
they in their ſolemn Aſſemblies, and at all Times, hear 
and obey the ſtill ſmall Voice, which ſaith, Tbis is the 
Way, walk in it. This is the Voice of the true 
Shepherd, and the Sheep know it, follow it and obey 
it, and a Stranger they will not hear nor follow. In 
this lay the Safety, Strength and Bleſſedneſs of the 
Righteous, in all Ages and Generations paſt, even in 
hearing and obeying the Voice of the Lord. Herein 
they gained Victory over their Enemies, and knew 
them all confounded and brought to nought. This 
is the Strength and Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous in this 
Age and Generation, by which they overcome their 
Enemies. As we hear and obey this Voice, we grow 
ſtrong and prevail againſt all our Enemies, even thoſe 
of our own Houſe, which are our greateſt Enemies. 
In obeying this heavenly Voice, which calls out of all 
the crooked Ways and Bye-paths of Sin and Tranſ- 
greſſion, into the ſtraight and living Way of the 
Lord, and preſerveth in the ſame, that we return not 
into them again, that we enter not into the Way of 
Sin and Tranſgreſſion again, that we are not captivated 
in the Way of Darkneſs and Error again, out of 
which we have been called, and from which we have 
been redeemed and ſaved with a great Salvation. 
Praiſes be to the Name of the, Lord, who hath cauſed 
his glorious Day to dawn, and his heavenly Voice to 
be heard and known, from all the Voices that are in 


the 
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the World; and from the Voice of the Serpent, tho? 
it many Times ſpeaks very low and ſmall, Yet 


' | bleſſed be the Lord; we hear and know it from the 


Voice of our Enemy, from the Voice of the Stranger, 
becauſe it calls out of all Evil and Error, into Purity 
and Holineſs z out of all Self-witl, T hts and 


-Imaginations, into the heavenly Stilneſs, into heavenly 


Selt-denial, into the deep Humility; into the Low- 
neſs of Mind ; which is the low Valley whete the 
freſh Paſtures are, and the Springs of Life are known, 
where Satisfaction is enjoyed; and Peace and Tran- 
quility of Mind poſſeſſed. This is that which makes 
us truly to differ from all the Sects in Chriſtendom; 
not only becauſe we hear and know the Voice of the 
Lord, but becauſe we obey it. This is the Subſtance 
of all. This is that we have been and are called to; 
in this the glorious Day of God's Appearance; in this 
his Viſitation of us with his Day-ſpring from on high, 
which ſhineth gloriouſly to a Remnant; Praiſes to 
God for ever. 


LXIII. Thoſe are the bleſſed People, who have 
not their Teacher to ſeek, their Saviour and Redeemer 
to ſeek, but their Eye beholds him, and their Ear 
heareth his Voice; witneſſing and enjoying what one 
of old knew, ſaw and believed, when he ſaid, I know 
that my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand laſt 
upon the Earth. This is an heavenly State, which a 
ſmall Remnant are called to witneſs, even to ſee their 
Redeemer ſtand laſt upon the Earth, He was the firſt 
upon it, and is known to be the laſt alſo ; 1 
all under him; the Earth to be his Footſtool; al 
Earthly - mindedneſs, earthly Deſires, earthly Affec- 
tions, trodden down and trampled upon by him ; 
every vain Thought and lofty Imagination ' ſubdued 
under him, all our Enemies deſtroyed by him. But 
no People, nor Perſon upon the Face of the Earth, 
can witneſs theſe Things effected in them, * as 

2 y 
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they travail through the Work of Regeneration, 
2 come to know, ſee and believe that their Re- 
deemer 7 19K oy 2 * — 4 — 
and ſtandeib laſt upon t rth, en Tran 
5 to be finiſhed, and everlaſting Rig hteouſneis 
ht in. Then the Prince of Peace and Righ- 
teouſneſs reigns, ſits n the Throne and rules ; 
where the Prince of the Power of the Ait and Unrigh- 
teouſneſs did rule. Then doth the Land rejoice, and 
heavenly Peace abounds in their Dwellings; which 
Peace cannot be enjoyed by any, (let them profeſs 
what they will, tho? it be the Truth itſelf) unleſs they 
experimentally know their Teacher, their Saviour, 
their Redeemer, to live and io ſtand laſt upon the 
Earth, and all earthly Things, &c. 
He in whom we have believed, is able to fave ta 
the uttermoſt all that come unto God by him, He is 
a perfect Redeemer ; but none can be Witneſſes of 
this perfe& Redemption, till they ſee and know their 
Redeemer ſtand laſt upon the Earth, Theſe are the 
Redeemed from the Earth, and have their Converſa- 
tion in Heaven, praiſing the Lord in the Land of the 


Living. 


LXIV. The very Remembrance of the Time, 
wherein our Minds were turned to the true Light that 
now ſbineth (not only in Darkneſs, but out of it) is 
very precious; in which God dwells, in which we 
are living Witneſſes of his Preſence and Appearance 3 
which miniſtreth more Conſolation, Refreſhment and 
Gladneſs in our Hearts, than the Increaſe of Corn, 
Wine and Oil. The exceeding Love and Kindneſs 
of God, in fitting and preparing Inſtruments in his 
own Hand, and by his own Power, to turn and 
direct our Minds to the Light of Chriſt within, to 
the Power of God within, is never to be forgotten. 


The Waiting in which, and the Obedience to which,. 


makes us and our Aſſemblies to differ from all * 
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the Face of the Earth, who are Strangers there. 


unto; the which, as we wait in and obey, we never 


. 
2 = 4 * * 
. 
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have our Teacher to ſeek, our Guide and Inſtructor 
to ſeek, though no Word be ſpoken outwardly. 

It is a precious Thing to love this Light, and to 
walk in it. That is the only Way to be a Child of it. 


It is the High-way that was propheſied ſhould be caſ? 


up, wherein the Way-faring Man, tho* a Fool, ſhould 
not err. There is no Stumbling in this Way, nor 10 
Occaſion of ſtumbling. As we walk and abide therein, 
we are, and ſhall be the moſt contented People, the 


wiſeſt, ſtrongeſt and happieſt People upon the Face 


of the Earth; but out of it, we are as weak as any 
and after we are come to the Knowledge of this 
Way, if we abide not therein, we may alſo become 
as wicked as any. | 2 

There is no other Way to be looked for, no other 
Goſpel to be preached than this, to which our Minds 
were turned at the Beginning, viz. the Light within, 
the Grace and Power of God within, the Pearl within, 


the Treaſure within, the Kingdom within ; in which 


the Key 1s known, that openeth not only the Myſteries 
ot Godlineſs, but the Myſtery of Iniquity alſo; and 
brings our Eye to be ſatisfied with ſeeing, our Ear 
with hearing, and our Heart with underſtanding. 
Oh! how are we engaged to walk in this Way ! 


to walk worthy of this Love which is ſhed abroad 


in our Hearts, which we are made Partakers of, that 
we may adorn our Profeſſion with all Holineſs of 
Life and Converſation, to the Praiſe of him that has 


called us out of Darkneſs into his marvelous Light; 


to whom be Glory for ever. 


LXV. It is a bleſſed Thing, to know the King- 
dom of God to be come, even the lame Kingdom which 
Chriſt» long ſince taught his Diſciples to pray for; 
and which he in this Age hath taught his Diſciples 
to pray for. It is a bleſſed Thing to know this 

Kingdom 


* 
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Kingdom to be come, but it is more bleſſed to know 
à ſitting down in it, and partaking of that wherein it 
ſtands, viz." Peace and Foy in the holy Ghoſt 3 which 
Wanne ee Trac ene wel 
take mn e e en 

Now the Cauſe why. we in Tine: paſt, as well as 
others, were ignorant of the Coming of this King 
dom, and wanted the Enjoyment of that wherein 
ſtands, was becauſe we difregarded its Appearance 
and overlooked the Seed of it, pts lighted the Ope- 
ration of it; which is like the working of Leaven 
in 0M This was the Cauſe, even becauſe we did 

regard the Day of ſmall Things; we had no 

Faith in the holy . and ſpiritnal Appearance of 
God within, which always-wrought againſt Evil, and 
the Author of it, and his: Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
though but as a-little Leaven or {mall Seed. 

And all the Sects and Sect-Maſters in Chrifendom, 
who overlook; the Seed of the Kingdom (which 


works like Leaven in all that have Faith in it) and 


deſpiſe the Appearance and Operation of the Light 
and Spirit of God within, they never know the 
Coming of the Kingdom of God, nor the Sitting 
down in it. They inherit Vanity, reap Sorrow, and 
lie down in Miſery, let their Talk and Profeſſion 
be never ſo high. | This is the Word of Truth to 
them all. 

But all chat know ahi Coming of this Kingdom, 
and a Sitting down in it, and the Enjoyment ot that 
wherein it ſtands, which is Peace and Joy in the 
holy Ghoſt; they are living Witneſſes of their being 
Ser — the Eaſt, Weſt, North and South, 

and of fitting down with Abrabam, Jaac and Jacob 
in- the — <ang 7 I and can ſay as ſome of old 
could, which the Author of the Hebrews wrote to, 
when he ſaid, But ye are come unto Mount Sion, and 


unto the City of the ltuing God; the heavenly Jeruſalem, 


aud to an imumerable Company of Angels, to the general 
Aſſembly and Church of _ Firſt-born, which are writ- 
10 ten 


18 
ten in Heaven; and to God the Fudge of all, and to the 
Gpirits of juſt; Men made perfef# ; and to Jeſus the 


- © Mediator of the new Covenant; and io the Blood of 


Sprinkling, that fpeaketh better Things than the Blood 
of Abel. Were not theſe Things written in the holy 
$criptures, it might or would be counted unlawful, if 
not Blaſphemy, to ſpeak or write after this manner. 
But the Kingdom and Power of God is one and the 
ſame throughout all Ages, and was the dwelling Place 
of the Righteous in all Generations; even the fame 
our Minds were at firſt turned and directed to, whoſe 
firſt Appearance was as a Ligbt ſhining in a dark 
Place; as a little Seed ſpringing out of a dry Ground; 
as a litile Leaven working in the Meal, according to 
the Parables and Teachings of Chriſt / Jeſus. This 
was the Lot and Inheritance, which the holy Men 
and holy Women i Ages paſt waited for and re- 
ceived, and glorified and praiſed God for the Enjoy- 
ment thereof, in the midſt of all Afffictions and fiery . 
Trials, and over them all. This was their Joy and 
Crown, and the Righteous 12 this Age deſire no other. 


LXVI. We have been and are called to inherit 
Subſtance, and all that have obeyed this Call, and 
abode with him that hath called, are Witneſſes of bat 
Bread which nouriſheth up unto eternal Life ; and do 
experience the Preciouſneſs and Pleaſantneſs that there 
is, in ealing of that Bread which comes down from 
Heaven. The outward Bread, upon the outward 
Table in the outward Temple, was a Type and Re- 
preſentation of this heavenly Bread, which nouriſheth 
thoſe that feed thereon up unto eternal Life. To meet 
together, and fit together at this Table, and eat of- 
this Bread, is better than to fit on Thrones with 
Princes, and to eat of their Dainties. All the Trea-/ 
ſures and Pleaſures of this World are not to be com 
pared with it; for there is nothing able to content 
the Soul, and to ſtop. its hungering and thirſting after 
thoſe Things that periſh with the uſing, but — . 
$4 - 42 : 08 
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of this Bread :- And the more any eat of this Bread, 


to ſupply ; and it is the Taſte of the Crumbs which 
fall from the Childrens r 


the Hearts of a W 
Bread. 


LAVIL - Bleſſed are all who- bare their 45 


unto the Lord, and their Ear open unto him 'at 
Times and in all Places, and in all States and 


ditions z for of a Truth, God is come to teach bs . 


People himſelf, as was long ſince foretold. All that 
have learned of him, and are guided by his Spirit, 
are thereby led to within the Vail, into the holieſt of 
Holies, and know the Vail to be taken away, not 

only the Vail of Moſes, and the Vail of the outward 
Temple, but alſo the Vail of the Fleſh of Chriſt ; and 
are come to behold: him, and dwell with him, who 
was: before the Cauſe of Vails had a Being 3 before 
the Cauſe of the Law, the Labour of the Prophets, 
and Suffering of Chriſt had a Being. This State is 


precious to behold, and very delightful to enjoy. This 


is the Light of his Countenance indeed, which is 
better hes Corn, better than Wine, better than On 
better than all viſihle Things. 


This is the bleſſed End of waiting upon God, as 
the Handmaid -doth upon the Eye of her Miſtrels. 


Whether thou art as a Babe, as a Child, as a young 
Man, as an Elder, or as a Father ; ; thy Duty is, in 
all theſe States and Growths, to have thy Eye unto 
the Lord, that he may lead thee from the one into 
the other, and preſerve thee therein by his Grace, 
which is able and ſufficient to teach thee all Good, 
fave and defend thee from all Evil, lead thee into 
Glory, and eſtabliſh thee in the Kingdom thereof 
bop ever and ever. 


NR H2 LXVIII. 


the more they hunger after it. There is a Pleaſure 
and Bleſſing in hungering and thirſting, when the 
Treaſury of n ready at hand 
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Im. It i a very bleſſed Thing, 
art the People that are come to à hl 


and b 
14 State and 


© * Condition, 10 can ſay in Truth, that ber Bodies 


are the Temples of the buy Ghoſt. Theſe are they 
whoſe Eyes behold their Teacher; their Bye is in- 
ward unto him, who teacheth ws” his Temple, and 
whoſe Glory appears ir his Temple. © Theſe are the 
bleſſed People that have this Knowledge'; ; and all 
that have it, know how they come by it, and how 
they became ſo, having been the Temples of the 
unholy Ghoſt or unclean Spirit. They know the 
Temple that was defiled and polluted,” cleanſed and 
W and the unclean Spirit and is Works caſt 
forth. Theſe are a watchful People againſt all that 
would defile the Temple again, and theſe are the 
true Temple Worſhipefs in this Day and Age, and 
this is the Temple in which every one ſpeaks of the 
Glory of the Lord, of the Power of the Lord, and of 
bis wonderous N. ort wrought therein, even in bis 
Temple not made with Hands, 
This is the Antitype and Subſtance of the out- | 
ward Tem ple built by Solomon, and the various 
Worſhips 59 Services therein; even when People 
are brought into ſuch a State, as to know their 
Bodies the Temple of the living God; that he walls 
jn them, and dwells in them, according to the ancient 
Prophecies of holy Men. Theſe are an Habitation 
bf God through the Spirit. | 

' Theſe are the Worſhipers in Spirit, in T ub, not 
paly in appointed Places and folemn Afemblies,” but 
at all Times and in all Places, bowing to every Ap- 
Pearance of God in his Temple, in the Spirit and in 
the Truth in the inward Parts, which God loves, 
accepts and delights in. 

The outward Temple, aſter jt was finiſhed and 
ſanctified, became defiled, polluted, and made as a 
Den of Thieves, therefore it became robbed and 
{poiled of all its Treaſure, and ſo in the End deſtroy- 
cd. This was or Came to pals 1 in the Figure, and 1s 

| written 
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drittem for our Learning: Let a he maichfub ans 
take heed; laſt 17 wy re oppor wks 2 
Goa, ed ar FF * 
eee e, rer woful 
Defiruction.- ic 'poyvotf id: % 3al-ap 
It is very dy prbcious when. reo Meng og 
only to know their Bodies 
Ghoſt, (which Knowledge — — 


without it there is no being a Chriſtian) but alſo are 
come to know an heaven 


Stilneſß, an bead 
Silence in the Temple, no buying and ſelling, 
exchanging; no of the Workman's Iron - toul 
in the Temple, for that defiles the Tvinple, and 
lutes the Altar, if it be but lifted up upon it. The 
_ Parts, Inventions and Arts — 1 Fall, 
| nothing to do in rearing an Altar, in ing 2 
Temple, nor. in ſetting up a Worſhip, or offering 
ces to God. His Righteouſneſs and his Wick- 

| ednes ar both Abomination to the Lord. dre 


ILXIX. The Goſpel i is the Power of Ga unto Sal-- 
wation, - This Goſpel” was preached in Arabam s 
Time, yea in Enoch's and Adam's Time, and Salva- 
tion. was obtained in it and by it. Thoſe that obeyed 
this Goſpel, the Power of God, in thoſe Ages, were 
faved by it from Evil, made juſt and holy Men, Friends 

God, 1 walked with him. Thus it was before the 

w, under the Law, through the Prophets. All 
that obeyed the Spirit and Power of God, obeyed the 
Goſpel, and were redeemed and ſaved by it from 
Evil, from Sin and Tranſereſſion, which Mankind 
being fallen into, had need of the Goſpel to be 
preached unto him; had need. of Redemption and 
Salvation by it; and as it is received and obeyed, it 
is known to be the Power of God to Salvation by 
ſuch. _ 

But the Goſpel was before there was Occaſion to 
know it as the Power of God to redeem, reſtore” and 
bring Salvalion io Man. Man was made in ſuch a 


State, 
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State, in which none of theſe Things were needed; 
He nerded no Redem ption before he was captivated 


be needed aa Reftorarion, till he decayed and became 


depraved-; be needed no Salvation or ſaving, till he 
was loſt or deſtroyed. So it is fallen Man, - ſinful 
tanſgreſſing Man, captivated loſt Man, which hath 
abſalute:Need and Neceſſity to know the Goſpel,” the 
Power of God unto Salvation, Redemption and Re- 
ſtoration; and this is the bleſſed End of preaching 
the Golpel, or the Power of God manifeſting itſelf in 
Man. The only End of Chriſt, the Power of God, 
after Jobn the greateſt. Prophet in a more 
than ordinary Manner, for, 1e, and in Man, was and 
is to deſtroy of ghe Devil and his Works, and to bring 
Man back again; to hve not only in [znccency, but 
in ATT ery Righteouſneſs, and to eſtabliſh him there- 
heſe are the Chriſtians indeed, that know 
— ſo tranſlated from Darkneſs to — ſo 
redeemed out of Bondage and Captivity, ſo renewed, 
reſtored and regenerated, as that they are as really in 


Light, as they were in Darkneſs 3 as really in Free- 


dom and Liberty, as they were in Captivity and 
Bondage ; as really in the Reſtoration, Renovation 
and Regeneration, as they were in the contrary, not 

only in the Belief or Notion of it, but as experi- 
mental Witneſſes of it in themſelves; not of them- 
ſelves, but by the Goſpel, the Power of God _—_— 
in them. 

Paul's Teſtimony was, Col. i. 23. chat he was Aa 
Meiſter of that Goſpel: which was preached in every 
Creature under Heaven; which was indeed the univer- 
ſal Zight, Love and Power of God, appearing for the 
Salvation of Man. All that are true Miniſters of this 
Goſpel, are like their heavenly Father, whoſe Light 
ſnineth for all, whoſe Rain falls upon all, whole Love 
extends to all. They are not like the Jewiſh Rabbies, 


Doctors and Prieſts, or Miniſters of the Leiter; 


neither are they like the Miniſters of Mahomet, and 
his Alcoran; nor like the Miniſters of the Pope and 
2 * his 


1101 


his Maſs-Book ; the Prelate and Common. Prayer- Bout; 
the Preſbyter and his Directory; nor like the Miniſters 
of other private Opinions, Sects and Gatherings of 
People upon the Face of the whole Earth, -who 
predch not the Power of God, that brings Salvation to 
all that receive and obey it; neither do they 

their Diſciples into rue Love, Peace, Vnily, Good. will, 
and Brotherly-kindneſs one to 'another,; and to all * 
kind,” and put n End tothe Contrary.- ries? 

Oh ! the — State poor Mankind is We 
into, and held captive in, chrough the Myſtery of 
Iniquity working in the Minzſters, Teachers, — Seck. 
Maſters of all Sorts and Faſhions upon the Face of the 
Earth, but eſpecially in nominal dom where, 
under the Name and Profeſſion 'of the Prince of 
Peace, Love, Good-will, Innocency, Patience, Kind- 
meſs, and all holy Virtues, is really found and prac- 
tiſed, Wars, Fightings, Cruelty, Violence, envying, 
bating and deſtroying one another; which are not the 
Fruits of the Goſpel of God, nor of the Miniſtry 
thereof; but of Men, ef the Prince of Confuſion, and 
of Babylon, and of thoſe who have drunk of the 
Whore's Cup, whoſe Wine of Fornication hath-made 
drunk all Nations. _ bal can en let bim. 


LXX. Bleſſid are al thoſe that babe themſelves 
Members of the true Church, which is built of living! 
Stones, elect and precious, and are made an Habita- 
tion for God, in the Spirit and in the Truth, whoſe 
Worthip is a Wonder to all the Members of Churches 
which are built by Men of dead Stones. A Wonder 
to all the 'Kindreds, ' Tongues and Nations, that a 
People ſhould meet together, and wait upon the 
Lord in Silence, and worſhip in Spirit and Truth, 
without a Book, or Dependance on a Man- miniſter. 
This all the Kindreds, Tongues and Nations which 
the Whore its upon, ave Strangers to, and ignorant 
of, and therefore wonder at, They know not God 
to dwell with them, nor to walk with them, nor - 

| | tal 
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ilk wich them, J Guide e 
ſo are as the Waters unſtable, and are the Seat of i 


great Whore; which hath made all Nations drunk 


with the Wine of her Fornication; - 

| eee en e e Chump 
living Stones, a ſpiritual Houſe and Habitation for 
God, who know bim to dwell. in them, and to 
walk in them as in his Temple, teaching and. ruling 

in their Hearts. Theſe are fellow — of = 
Saints in Light, and know the heavenly City Fe- 


ruſalem come down from Heaven, and themſelves 


Inhabitants thereof. Theſe have known Redemption 
from the Earth, and the Tongue of the Egyptian Sea 


dried up, the Seat of the Whore, and the Myſtery 


of all her Harlotry, under all her various Dreſſes 
and ſumptuous wks, and golden Appearances diſ- 
covered; and theſe are they that cannot be deceived 
longer by them. Theſe can fing Hallelujah, Salva- 
tion, and Glory, and Honour, and Power unto the 


Lord their God. Theſe can ſay, True and righteous 


are bis Judgments, for he hath judged the great 
Whore which did corrupt the Earth with her Forni- 
cation, and hath avenged the Blood of his Servants at 
her Hand. Theſe can ſay, Praiſe our God all ye bis 
Servants, and ye that fear him, both ſmall and _ 


for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth , let us be glad 


and rejoice, and give Honour ie him, for the Marriage 
of the Lamb is come, and his Wife hath made her/elf 
„being arrayed in fine Linen, clean and ubite, 


which 3 is the Righteouſneſs of Saints, and is the Wedding- 


Garment that all are to be clothed. with, who are. called 
to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, who are Members 
AB anbich in zu Coureh. a * 
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